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DON’T TRY THIS AT HOME: Mark Menendez shows off his driving skills on Lake Fork as bad weather approaches. Turn to page 9 for expert driving and safety tips.

Silence Of The Toms

A TURKEY OF A SEASON: A trophy bird, like the one hanging from this barn door,
wasn’t as common this spring season.

By Mark England

Come dove season this
September, the sound of
shotguns will be heard for

the first time in two years on
John Merrill’s ranch near
Crowley.

Merrill quit selling leases to
hunters after they found them-
selves being hunted by law
enforcement officers respond-
ing to complaints of firearms
discharged within the Fort

By Lynn Burkhead

B
y most accounts, while
plenty of hunters tagged a
Rio Grande or Eastern bird,
the tale of this Texas turkey

season was a strange one indeed
that ended in much the same way
that it began — unusually cool,
windy, and quiet.

Take the Texas Panhandle for
instance. On May 2, with tempera-
tures primarily in the 30s, 4.7 inches
of snow fell in Amarillo as the final
week of the spring turkey season ran
its course.

Such conditions are reminiscent
of the early season chill that greeted
turkey hunter  Jim Lillis of Sherman.

Lillis and his wife, Jan, recalled
finding near-freezing conditions as
they chased opening-day Rio

Grandes in Cooke County.
The couple saw their turkey hunt-

ing fortunes rebound from that
quiet, chilly start. A couple of weeks
later as they hunted near
Sweetwater, the husband-and-wife
team enjoyed a nice stretch of
weather and lowered the boom on
four loudmouthed toms carrying
thick beards and sharp spurs.

While similar tales of gobbler-get-
ting success have been heard from
various parts of Texas, not all
hunters are looking in their cook-
books for a favored wild turkey
recipe.

The silence of the toms was deaf-
ening for many a hunter.

T. Wayne Schwertner, an upland
game bird specialist who serves as
the statewide turkey program leader
for Texas Parks and Wildlife, said he

Continued on page 6

By David Sikes

F
rustrated freshwater anglers
flexed their political  muscle
to keep freshwater fishing
stamp revenue off limits to

politicians trying to balance the
state budget.

But as of press time, it
appeared their lobbying efforts
had fallen short. A legislative con-
ference committee had agreed to
issue $15 million in revenue bonds

to be paid back over 20 years.
However, that compromise must
still go to a vote.

The Texas Legislature is consid-
ering budget proposals that would
renege on a promise made by Texas
Parks & Wildlife that freshwater
fishing stamp revenue would be
spent directly on a new fish hatch-
ery, for repairs or upgrades to oth-
ers and for fishes that would
replenish reservoirs. 

Now legislators want to fund
these improvements with bor-

rowed money, which would reduce
the amount of money available for
the inland fisheries projects. Two
pieces of legislation — Senate Bill 1
and House Bill 1 — propose some
form of what outraged anglers are
calling thievery. 

The proposals are being debated
together by a conference commit-
tee of members selected from the
Senate Finance Committee and
the House Appropriations
Committee.   

HUNTING LEGACY
SECURED BY LAW

Freshwater Stamp Debate
Anglers rally to keep funds designated for fisheries

Continued on page 12 Continued on page 11
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Lone Star Outdoor News Names New Editor 
I knew it was time to go fishing when the daffodils bloomed along the riverbank and the sunlight made the new

leaves on the trees appear an intense Irish green.

When I was a girl, beginning around age 5, my grandfather would take me to a riverbank near our home in
Virginia to fish in the spring. Always, he held my hand as we walked down what seemed a long dirt path for little
legs. I’d sit beside him on the riverbank dangling my legs over the water and holding tight to my fishing pole. 

Those were some of my best memories of my grandfather — a tall, patient man who passed on his love of 
fishing to me. So it’s not so strange that I’m the new editor of Lone Star Outdoor News. 

I was part of Lone Star’s original staff, serving as managing editor and writing. For the most part, my background
is in the daily news business. For the past 16 years, I’ve worked for publications in Texas, Florida and Connecticut.
I got my start in Waco, Texas, where I broke the Branch Davidian cult story with a fellow reporter. Since then, I’ve
been all over the country. But now I’m home. 

True, I’m not a native Texan — but Texas is where my heart is. Plus, my husband was born in this great state, so
that ought to count for something, too. I know I’ve got plenty to learn about the finer points of fishing and hunt-
ing. Still, the way I see it, this will be a great adventure — and I hope you join me by becoming a regular reader. I
intend to use my experience to make the “News” part of our publication’s name stand out, while continuing to
provide outstanding writing and reporting.

—Darlene McCormick Sanchez

051305
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CONSERVATION UPDATE

By Lynn Burkhead

F
or Doug Jones, life is about
what you leave behind, even
as an outdoorsman.
And thanks in part to Jones’

hard work – and the hard work of
many others across Texas – what is
being left behind is a legacy of
waterfowl hunting and wetlands
conservation efforts.

That much seemed apparent to
the crowd that attended the April
30 dedication of the first Texas
Ducks Unlimited Legacy
Greenwing Project at Richland
Creek Wildlife Management Area,
an area lying between Richland-
Chambers Reservoir and the
Trinity River near Corsicana.

Jones, a district chairman for DU
who lives in Keller, helped lead the
effort to enroll
the project’s
101 Legacy
G r e e n w i n g
members at a
cost of $200 per
youngster.

“ K n o w i n g
that we had
this one (proj-
ect) here at
Richland Creek
WMA so close
to the
Metroplex, I
kind of took it
upon myself to
start talking to
people and tell
them that this
was something
great for them
to do for their
kids and their
g r a n d k i d s , ”
Jones said.

Jones and other DU volunteers
were at the recent event, watching
the unveiling of a bronze plaque
that formally dedicated the unique
educational wetland complex. 

To them, the money raised for
this cooperative cost-sharing proj-
ect between Texas Parks and
Wildlife and DU was money well
spent.

That’s because it’s money that
should help to educate youth
about wetlands, waterfowl and
wildlife for generations to come.

“What we built was a 15-acre
wetland right behind the Richland

Creek WMA headquarters,” said
TPW biologist and WMA manager
Jeff Gunnels. “We’re going to use
that as a demonstration wetland.”

According to Gunnels, the unit,
though small in overall acreage, is
big on educational potential.

“It’s for us to teach with,”
Gunnels said. “Since it is right next
to our headquarters, we’ll be able
to take school children to tour it
with a place to park their school
bus.”

“We will be able to take 350 to
400 kids per year that we can take
down there and educate about wet-
land ecology,” he added.

While conservation education is
obviously one of the project’s pri-
mary goals, it isn’t the only one. 

Already, the project has been a
boon to several species of migrato-
ry waterfowl through the provi-

sion of food resources and protec-
tive roosting cover that helps to
shield the ducks from overhead
avian predators like owls.

“This past winter, when it was
full, on any given day, we were see-
ing an average of 400 ducks per
day,” Gunnels said. 

The TPW biologist indicted that
as many as 300 puddle ducks –
species like mallards, green-
winged teal, and pintails – were
drawn to the seed-rich emergent
vegetation that is nurtured
through moist soil management
efforts on the wetland complex.

Another 100 diving ducks – pri-

marily ringnecks – were attracted
to submergent vegetation like
coontail moss growing in the pro-
ject’s deep-water component.

As with most DU projects how-
ever, ducks aren’t the only species
that are benefited through this
work. 

Gunnels indicated that wading
birds like great egrets, snowy
egrets, and great blue herons will
benefit from both dead snags left
standing and from the annual
drawdown efforts that expose
crawfish and other invertebrates
on the wetland’s mud flats.

And that’s to say nothing of the
literal smorgasbord of shorebirds
that are currently traveling
through the region on their
northward migratory journey.

“In a calendar year’s time, while
we might have been managing it

to provide winter-
ing habitat for
ducks, the wetland
will actually bene-
fit a whole lot of
other wildlife
species over that
year’s time,”
Gunnels said.

Lisa Harris, DU’s
senior vice presi-
dent for youth
e d u c a t i o n ,
believes the proj-
ect is a win-win sit-
uation for every-
one involved.

B e n e f i c i a r i e s
include DU, TPW,
Greenwing youth,
and of course, the
waterfowl and
wildlife.

“Being there
and seeing the par-

ents, the staff of TPW and watch-
ing the kids out there on the proj-
ect looking at wildlife and insects
and watching their participation, I
think it was a real success,” Harris
said.

Like a proud papa, Jones obvi-
ously agreed.

“I’ve got three kids and they all
contributed,” Jones said. “When I
first heard about this, I didn’t even
ask my wife (about contributing). I
told my wife, ‘I know it’s $600, but
I think it’s the best $600 I can
spend. It gives me a chance to
leave something (behind) for my
kids.’”

Greenwings Leave North
Texas Wetland Legacy

Ducks unlimited project near Corsicana will serve as
outdoor classroom for hundreds of children while

benefiting ducks, egrets and great blue herons

WETLANDS: A worker adjusts a water-control structure. Photo by Lynn Burkhead.

By Darlene McCormick
Sanchez

I
n the world of ornithology, the
ivory-billed woodpecker has
reached the top of the pecking
order after making a stunning

comeback.
The bird was not spotted for 60

years in the United States, prompt-
ing experts to pronounce it dead as
the dinosaur. Then late last month,
it suddenly appeared at Cache River
National Wildlife Refuge in
Arkansas, creating the kind of buzz
usually reserved for rock stars or
heads of state.

Bold headlines splashed across
newspapers, news releases from top
government brass and big-time
conservation groups hit the
Internet – the woodpecker even got
its own Web link at the Cornell Lab
of Ornithology.

But it’s hard to ignore the ivory-
billed woodpecker  – known as the
largest woodpecker in the country
and the second largest in the world.
Years ago, it thrived in the swampy
bottomland hardwood forests of
the southeastern United States.

But as bottomland hardwood
forests disappeared with urban and
agricultural development, the
number of ivory-billed woodpeck-
ers declined.

Now that the bird is back, it
appears destined to be showered
with money and attention.

Interior Secretary Gale Norton
and Agriculture Secretary Mike
Johanns announced a multi-year,
multi-million-dollar partnership
effort to aid the bird’s survival.

“This is a rare second chance to
preserve through cooperative con-
servation what was once thought
lost forever,” Norton said. “I will
appoint the best talent in the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service and local
citizens to develop a Corridor of
Hope Cooperative Conservation
Plan to save the ivory-billed wood-
pecker.”

The Corridor of Hope refers to
the Big Woods of Arkansas, an area
about 120 miles long and up to 20

miles wide in eastern Arkansas
where the ivory-billed woodpecker
has been sighted.

“Finding a species once thought
extinct is a rare and exciting event,
and USDA is pleased to be a partner
in the effort to protect ivory-billed
woodpeckers,” Johanns said. “At
the same time, we understand that
habitat conservation can impact
landowners. That’s why we’re going
to reach out to work cooperatively
with stakeholders so we can all
share in the joy of this discovery.”

Evidence of the ivory-billed
woodpecker’s existence was gath-
ered during a year-long search in
the Cache River and White River
NWF. More than 50 experts and
field biologists worked as part of the
Big Woods Conservation
Partnership, led by the Cornell
Laboratory of Ornithology at
Cornell University and The Nature
Conservancy.

At the Cornell Lab’s Web site, the
woodpecker’s discovery was a cause
célèbre. A smorgasbord of behind-
the-scenes details of the discovery
was available. Experts pored over
audio recordings. Eyewitnesses pro-
vided accounts of when they saw
the elusive woodpecker. The site
even provided a video showing a
grainy image of the bird, reminis-
cent of 1970s Sasquatch footage. 

Meanwhile, conservation groups
lauded the bird’s return while
pointing out their efforts in preserv-
ing natural habitat are to be enjoyed
by man, bird and beast.

Don Young, executive vice presi-
dent of Ducks Unlimited, called the
ivory-billed woodpecker’s rediscov-
ery a testament to the value of pro-
tecting and restoring bottomland
hardwood forests.

“These areas are valued recre-
ational locations for thousands of
people each year, including
hunters,” Young said in a news
release. “We stand ready to work
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, U.S. Department of
Agriculture and others to ensure
that this species is protected and
the land is open for everyone’s
enjoyment.”

Ivory-Billed Beauty
Alive After All

Scientists rediscover bird in Arkansas

Courtesy of David Allen/www.birds.cornell.edu

A TPW Report

Supporters of the Attwater’s
prairie chicken, which has been
an endangered species since

1967, have donated $23,000 this
year to the Adopt-A-Prairie Chicken
program to help save the bird.

Attwater’s prairie chickens inhab-
it the tall grass coastal prairies and
have been slowly edged out by
heavy grazing, farming and urban
growth, but with the help of grants
funded through donations to the
Adopt-A-Prairie Chicken program,
the birds are being successfully bred
and released.

“The highly endangered
Attwater’s prairie chicken is current-
ly dependent on captive breeding
programs for its continued survival

in Texas,” said Mark Klym, Texas
Parks and Wildlife coordinator of
the Adopt-A-Prairie Chicken pro-
gram.

Grants, which were selected from
proposals by the Attwater’s prairie
chicken Recovery Team, have been
awarded as follows:
• The Fossil Rim Wildlife Center

received a $12,000 grant for its
Developing Additional Breeding
Pens project.

• An $8,000 grant was awarded to
the REV Project at Texas A&M
University in College Station,
where graduate student Ellen
Collisson is developing a vaccine
for the reticuloendotheliosis
virus that has been significantly
infecting the chickens.

• A $600 grant was awarded to
each of the following five zoos:

the Houston Zoo, the San
Antonio Zoo, Sea World San
Antonio, the Caldwell Zoo in
Tyler and the Abilene Zoo.
“The Adopt-A-Prairie Chicken

program is a great way for people to
get involved directly in the effort to
conserve this highly endangered
bird,” Klym said. “Reintroduction
programs must work hand in hand
with habitat restoration programs.
Fossil Rim Wildlife Center has cer-
tainly been a leader in the reintro-
duction efforts.”

The number of chickens this year
was about 40, with about 20 chick-
ens at both the Attwater Prairie
Chicken National Wildlife Refuge
and the Texas City Prairie Preserve.

The birds are radio tagged and
their progress tracked after their
release.

ATTWATER’S PRAIRIE CHICKEN PROGRAM GETS $23,000
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NATIONAL NEWS

U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service Report

T
he U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service today announced
that state fish and wildlife
agencies will share more

than $530 million in excise taxes
paid by America’s recreational
shooters, hunters, anglers and
boaters to support fish and wildlife
conservation and education pro-
grams.

The agencies will use the money
to support conservation programs
such as fish and wildlife monitor-
ing, habitat improvement, acquisi-
tion of land for habitat conservation
and species protection, research,
education, and other programs. The
funds also will help pay for hunter
safety, aquatic education and fish
and wildlife-related recreation proj-
ects. The funds are apportioned by
formula under two federal assis-
tance programs.

“The Federal Assistance in Sport
Fish and Wildlife Restoration pro-
grams reflect the deep commitment
our nation’s hunters, sport-shoot-
ers, anglers and boaters have to con-
serving fish and wildlife and their
habitat,” Secretary of the Interior

Gale Norton said. “By supporting
these excise taxes, sportsmen and
women are contributing critical
funds — more than $9.5 billion
over the past 67 years — for main-
taining and restoring our fish and
wildlife resources.”

The wildlife restoration appor-
tionment for 2005 totals more than
$235 million, with more than $46
million going for hunter education
and shooting range programs. The
apportionment for sport fish
restoration for 2005 totals nearly
$295 million.

Wildlife restoration funds are
made available to states based on
land area — land plus inland waters,
such as lakes and large rivers — and
the number of hunting license
holders in each state. Distribution of
hunter education funds is based on
the relative population of each state.
The federal agency distributes sport
fish restoration funds to the states
based on the land and water area —
land plus inland water, plus the
Great Lakes and marine coastal areas
— and the number of fishing license
holders in each state.

Federal Assistance funds pay for
up to 75 percent of the cost of each
project while the states contribute at
least 25 percent.

Wildlife restoration is guided by
the Pittman-Robertson Wildlife
Restoration Act of 1937 and is fund-
ed by the collection of excise taxes
and import duties on firearms,
ammunition, and archery equip-
ment. States use Wildlife
Restoration Program funds to man-
age wildlife populations, habitat,
research, surveys and inventories
and to administer hunter education
programs.

Sport fish restoration is guided by
the Dingell-Johnson Sport Fish
Restoration Act of 1950 and is fund-
ed by the collection of excise taxes
and import duties on sport fishing
equipment and tackle, trolling
motors, motorboat and small
engine fuels, and pleasure boats.
States use sport fish restoration pro-
gram funds to stock fish, acquire
and improve sport fish habitat, pro-
vide aquatic resource education
opportunities, conduct fisheries
research, and build boat ramps, fish-
ing piers and other facilities neces-
sary to provide recreational boating
access.

Please visit the Service’s Division of
Federal Assistance web site at
http://federalaid.fws.gov for state-by-
state funding allocations.

Taxes Fund Conservation

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service announced today
that the 2005 Federal Duck

Stamp Art Competition, one of the
nation’s oldest and most presti-
gious wildlife art competitions,
would be held outside of
Washington, D.C. for the first time
in its 71-year history.

The next Federal Duck Stamp
will be chosen in Memphis Sept.
14-15. 

Along with its move to
Memphis, the competition will be
co-hosted for the first time by
Ducks Unlimited and the Greater
Memphis Arts Council, creating a
regionally unique collaboration of
art and wildlife, according to FWS.

A week of special events sur-
rounding the competition begins
on Sept. 11, including the Duck
Stamp competition and preview,
which are free and open to the
public, an exhibit of winning art
from past competitions, artists’
seminars, a family day and a
judges’ dinner. The week culmi-
nates with the Ducks Unlimited
Outdoor Expo, set for Sept. 17-18 at
the International Agricenter near
Ducks Unlimited headquarters.

“We are very excited to work
with Ducks Unlimited and the
Greater Memphis Arts Council to
bring the Federal Duck Stamp Art
Competition to Memphis this

year,” said U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service acting Director Matt
Hogan in a prepared statement.
“The Duck Stamp is one of the
world’s great conservation success-
es, raising hundreds of millions of
dollars to fund important habitat
acquisitions for the National
Wildlife Refuge System. We hope
that by bringing the competition
to the banks of the Mississippi
River, more Americans can be
introduced to the Duck Stamp and
the network of public lands it sup-
ports.”

“This is a great opportunity to
tell the Duck Stamp story in an area
rich in the traditions and history of
duck hunting and a commitment
to conservation,” said Ducks
Unlimited Executive Vice President
Don Young in a news release. “The
sale of Duck Stamps and wildlife art
plays an integral role in providing
money for restoring and protecting
waterfowl habitat. It’s a relation-
ship that Ducks Unlimited mem-
bers know well, and we’re excited
to work with the Fish and Wildlife
Service, the Greater Memphis Arts
Council and the Memphis College
of Art to tell the Duck Stamp story.
Anyone can support wetlands
restoration and protection of
waterfowl habitat by purchasing a
Duck Stamp. It’s that easy.” 

“We are delighted to partner

with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service and Ducks Unlimited to
host the oldest and most promi-
nent U.S. government-sponsored
art competition,” added Susan
Schadt, Greater Memphis Arts
Council president and CEO.
“Given the high level of interest in
duck hunting and wildlife conser-
vation in this region, we believe
this will be an event that will
attract many and bring national
recognition to the Memphis area.” 

Jeff Nesin, Memphis College of
Art president, said the exhibition
will give the community and city a
wonderful opportunity to see the
very best of closely observed work
from nature. “We are very proud to
have it take place at the College of
Art,” he said.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service selects the judges’ panel,
which is kept secret until the day
judging begins. Competition judg-
ing begins at 10 a.m. Sept. 14, and
continues Sept. 15. 

All waterfowl hunters 16 years of
age or older must possess a Federal
Duck Stamp to hunt, but anyone
can enjoy its benefits. A valid Duck
Stamp provides free admission to
any national wildlife refuge in the
country that is open to the public. 

For more information on the
Federal Duck Stamp Program, visit
www.fws.gov/duckstamps. 

AFTER 7 DECADES, PRESTIGIOUS WILDLIFE ART COMPETITION
MOVES FROM NATION’S CAPITOL TO MEMPHIS 

Two South Carolina teenagers
lost in the Atlantic without
food and water for six days

survived by clinging to the side of
their small boat and drinking sea-
water.

Josh Long, 17, and Troy Driscoll,
15, were rescued after a fishing boat
spotted them six miles at sea off
Brunswick County in North
Carolina, near Cape Fear, according
to news reports.

The boys, both Charleston resi-
dents, had been the subject of a
massive search by the U.S. Coast
Guard since they failed to return
from a fishing trip April 24. 

Eddie Long, Josh’s father, said
in media interviews that the
Coast Guard had given up any

hope of rescue. 
“They were preparing us for the

bodies to come up,” he said. 
The two teenagers said they used

a wet suit to stay warm at night.
During the day they cooled off in
the ocean, but sharks would chase
them back onto their sailboat. 

The teens had drifted more than
100 miles from where they had put
in to go fishing at Sulivans Island,
S.C., according to news reports.
The National Weather Serice had
issued a warning for small boats to
stay out of the water the day the
teens set out on their trip. 

The teens apparently lost their
fishing tackle on the second day
they were at sea and couldn't
catch any fish. Soon they were

fighting to stay alive.
Their hopes of rescue faded as

the days passed. Each time they
saw a boat, they would stand on
their boat and wave their paddles
and yell, but no one saw them.
Once they awoke to find a large
container boat bearing down on
them, media reports said.

The teens thought at one point
they had drifted across the Atlantic
and were close to Africa. In reality,
they were about 100 miles from
their launch point. But Coast
Guard models had not anticipated
their position — something that
officials want to study.

Miraculously, they came through
with a few cuts, bruises and sun-
burn.

TEEN-AGERS SURVIVED WIND, WATER, SUN AND SHARKS
U.S. Coast Guard to study why lost boat outside computer projections
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HUNTING

By Ralph Winingham

T
rophies that hunting
dreams are made of lined an
entire wall of the Joe and
Harry Freeman Coliseum in

San Antonio as Los Cazadores Deer
Contest paid tribute to one of the
best white-tailed deer seasons in
recent memory.

Nearly 300 shoulder mounts and
other trophies, billed as the largest
display of Texas and Mexico deer
taken in a single year, were viewed
by hundreds of outdoor enthusiasts
April 23, during the first awards cer-
emony for the contest since it was
moved to Pearsall.

“There just wasn’t anywhere in
Pearsall where we could display all
the trophies, so we came to San
Antonio,’’ said Larry Weishuhn,
heading a group of Texas Wildlife
Association members who have
taken over the premier big buck
contest in the Lone Star State.

“We had more than 4,000 entries
(during the 2004-05 season) and we
are giving away 500 jackets — that
is more than any year in the history
of the contest,’’ he added.  A deer
head must have a Boone and
Crocket score at least 160 points to
make the hunter eligible for a covet-
ed contest jacket.

“Good rains during the past three
years and a good fawn crop about
seven years ago, in addition to bet-
ter management practices, have
given us a tremendous big buck
population,’’ Weishuhn added.

At the start of the awards ceremo-
ny that stretched well into the
night, Weishuhn said he was partic-

ularly pleased with the participa-
tion of youngsters in the contest
and at the coliseum show.

“I wish you all could have seen
the faces of these youngsters as they
brought in their deer,” he told the
crowd. “That is what we are all
about.’’

The contest has been paying trib-
ute to successful hunters since it
was founded by Darwin Avant in
1986.  Avant sold the contest to
Weishuhn, an outdoor writer,
author and television personality
and a handful of other TWA mem-
bers last April.

In order to expand the opera-
tion, the facility was moved from
Cotulla to Pearsall, just off of
Interstate 35. 

The contest that literally means
“The Hunters,” does not just honor
big buck hunters, but also presents
awards in several categories to
those hunters who have taken
does, spikes, hogs and turkeys.

One jacket winner at the event at
Freeman Coliseum was Curtis
Smith of San Antonio, who won
second place in the big hog contest
with a 258-pound boar killed in
Coke County near San Angelo.

“It is really nice to have this in
San Antonio where we can get a
good chance to see all these heads,”
Smith said.  “This is a really rare
opportunity.”

Having a big hand in putting on
the display were Eric Buell and
Mark Warren, the taxidermists at
Los Cazadores who cranked out 77
shoulder mounts, 10 pedestal
mounts and a life-sized mount for
viewing at the event.

While a normal shoulder mount

can require up to six months to cre-
ate, Buell and Warren were turning
out the trophies in about 10 days to
make sure the exhibit would feature
some of the year’s best racks.

“We had an arrangement with
the guy tanning the hides and we
were finishing up about two shoul-
der mounts a day,” Buell said.  “I’m
never really completely happy with
the way they turn out, but there are
a lot of good heads here.”

In addition to the display of tro-
phies, several dozen outdoor-relat-

ed representatives were displaying
their wares to the crowd that flowed
into the coliseum.

Among the outfitters, all-terrain
vehicle and clothing exhibitors
attracting attention was the
SageCanyon Systems Camouflage
booth manned by Marc Overton
and John Presley of Fort Worth.

“We’ve just been in the business
for about a year and this is a great
way for us to get out and meet the
public,’’ Overton said.

He said their camouflage is hori-

zontally oriented, rather than the
vertically oriented clothing for
wooded areas, and provides better
cover for hunters in sagebrush and
other locations where trees are
scarce.

“We really appreciate this kind of
opportunity.  We expect this will
just get bigger and better every
year,’’ Overton said.

Ralph Winingham is an outdoor
writer and photographer based in San
Antonio.

BIGGER IS BETTER: Los Cazadores taxidermists Eric Buell, right, and Mark Warren show off a full body mount they created as
one of nearly 100 of their trophies put on display during the contest award ceremonies. Photo by Ralph Winingham.

has heard sad turkey tales this sea-
son.

While cautioning that the spring
turkey seasons have just concluded
and that the final analysis isn’t in,
Schwertner said that his impres-
sion of reports from biologists and
hunters that he has talked to so far
is a season of mixed hunting
results.

“I’ve heard reports like that on
both Rio Grandes and Easterns
both,” Schwertner said. 

Why is that?
“Anything I’d say would be just a

guess, but I’ve heard a lot about the
weather playing a factor,”
Schwertner said. “Really what I’ve
heard is that they were gobbling
early, they were gobbling late, or
they were gobbling unpredictably
and it was a hit-or-miss proposition,
not as much in place but in time.”

In other words, the birds could be
wound up gobbling one day, only
to fall silent the next day on the
same lease.

How about an early grade on the
recently completed season?

“I’d hate to grade it this early,”
Schwertner said. “I haven’t gotten a
lot of feedback yet, but I would
probably rate it as about average.
But the jury is still out because all of
the reports (aren’t in).”

But as always in hunting, the
recent silence of the toms experi-
enced by a number of Lone Star
State hunters could turn into a
vocal one next spring should the
toms decide to talk turkey.

Lynn Burkhead is a frequent
contributor to Lone Star Outdoor
News and an associate editor for
ESPNOutdoors.com.

Continued from page 1

Turkey Season

Texas Trophies’
Time To Shine

TOUGH TURKEY: A turkey hunter calls to birds but gets no answer last weekend.



By Lynn Burkhead

A
growing population of
white-winged dove could
mean the creation of a new
southern hunting zone for

Texas dove hunters this fall.
Texas Parks and Wildlife officials

have proposed the creation of a
South White-winged Dove Area in
part to address the rising numbers
of white-winged dove in their core
territory.

The new South White-winged
Dove Area would generally be
found within an area of deep south
Texas bordered by a line running
from near Del Rio to San Antonio to
Corpus Christi, then south along
the Gulf of Mexico shoreline to the
Rio Grande River, and up the Rio
Grande River to near Del Rio again.

If approved by federal authorities
this summer, this new area would
offer dove hunting on the first two
complete weekends in September –
Sept. 3-4 and Sept. 10-11, 2005,
specifically.

In addition, dove hunting would
then be allowed for 49 consecutive
days from Sept. 23 to Nov. 10, 2005
and for 17 consecutive days from
Dec. 26, 2005 until Jan. 11, 2006 if
the green light is given by federal
authorities.

If approved, the new white-
winged region would allow legal
shooting hours of noon to sunset
during the first two weekends of
hunting. That would then be fol-
lowed by dove hunting’s standard
hours of a half-hour before sunrise
to sunset for the other proposed
season dates.

Bag limits would also take some
getting used to if the new dove
hunting area is actually approved. 

During the first two weekends of
hunting in the newly proposed
area, a total of 12 white-winged,
mourning, and white-tipped doves
would be allowed in the daily aggre-
gate, including no more than three
mourning doves and two white-
tipped doves per day.

For the remainder of the pro-
posed South White-winged Dove
Area season, the bag limit would be
12 mourning, white-winged, and
white-tipped doves in the aggre-
gate, including no more than two
white-tipped doves per day.

Why the new proposals? 
TPW wildlife program leader Jay

Roberson explains: “Basically, we’re
trying to capitalize on a larger
white-winged dove population in
south Texas,” Roberson said. “We’re
trying to expand the white-wing
(hunting) zone, which used to run
along the Rio Grande River corri-
dor. Now, we’re trying to expand
that into half to two-thirds of South
Texas.”

While the white-winged dove has
expanded its range across much of
the Lone Star State in recent years,
Roberson indicates that the birds
are “back-building” population
numbers into the core of their

range where numbers and densities
continue to increase. 

“Basically, (we think) they’re an
underutilized resource for hunt-
ing,” Roberson said.

If the new white-winged dove
hunting zone is approved, the TPW
biologist is hopeful that such a
move will ease frustration felt by
some hunters in recent years.

“It’s a way of easing the inequities
and disparity for dove hunters on
the south side of Hwy. 90,”
Roberson said. 

As part of the changes, the usual
South Zone that dove hunters have
grown accustomed to would be
dropped and a new Southeast Zone
would be created. 

The boundaries of the new zone
would include that portion of the
state lying within an area generally
south of a line running from near
Orange to San Antonio to Corpus
Christi. 

So will federal regulators approve
the changes? 

Roberson said the move will like-
ly hinge on federal biologists’ con-
cern for what type of impact the
regulations would have on early
mourning dove numbers in the
newly proposed white-winged
hunting area.

“I suspect they’ll want some pret-
ty expansive nesting studies in that

zone,” Roberson said. “They may
say two birds (mourning doves) or
they could come in and say no, not
until more studies are done.”

In the northern two thirds of the
state, it’s pretty standard regulation
fare.

In the North Zone, the agency is
proposing a season of 60 consecu-
tive days running from Sept. 1 to
Oct. 30, 2005. 

The proposed daily bag limit for
the North Zone would allow 15
mourning, white-winged, and
white-tipped doves in the aggregate
including no more than two white-
tipped doves per day.

In the Central Zone, TPW is pro-
posing a season of 60 consecutive
days from Sept. 1 to Oct. 30, 2005.
That first split would then be fol-
lowed by a late season split consist-
ing of 10 consecutive days from
Dec. 26, 2005, to Jan. 4, 2006.

As for daily bag limits in the
Central Zone, the agency is propos-
ing 12 mourning, white-winged,
and white-tipped doves in the
aggregate including no more than
two white-tipped doves per day.

Editor’s Note: For specific boundary
lines and full details, see TPWD’s
Web site at
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/involved/
pubhear/0405/reg.htm#2a.
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By Ralph Winingham

K
idney pie and warm beer
came out on top of barbe-
cue and cold Lone Stars as
George Digweed from the

United Kingdom won the 2005
World English Sporting Clays
Championship here.

Earning the top gun title with a
score of 202 out of 225 targets that
included a 25-target shoot off
between the top six competitors,
Digweed bested a field of 604 com-
petitors to continue England’s
domination of the championship
that travels across the Atlantic
Ocean every other year.  This is
Digweed’s second victory in the
U.S. competition.

Coming close to edging the
English at the shooting sport they
invented was Joseph Carey of New
Jersey, who tied with fellow
American Wendell Cherry with a
high score of 184 out of 200 during
the main event.  Carey finished
third overall, with the runner up
position going to Jamie Brightman,
also from the United Kingdom, fol-
lowing the 25-target shoot off.

“I trained very hard before com-
ing here because I had not shot for
about six months,’’ Digweed said
after his win May 1 at the National
Shooting Complex in western Bexar
County.

“The target presentations were
excellent for this event.  Every one
was hittable and every one was miss-
able,’’ he added.  He shot a 91 on the
first day and a 92 on the second.

No U.S. citizen has ever won the
World English championship.  In
addition to his two U.S. wins,
Digweed is a multiple winner of the
event when it has been held in
England.

Hopes of an upset by the “Yanks”

were fueled by a good showing on
the first day of the event, with three
Americans and three Englishmen
claiming the top six high scores.

In addition to Carey, who is the
2004 National Sporting Clays
Association national champion,
and Cherry, the third U.S. top
shooter was Anthony Matarese,
also a native of New Jersey.

Digweed, Brightman and Ben
Husthwaite were the top three
shooters from the United
Kingdom.

Sporting clays is a shooting game
developed to simulate wild bird and
game hunting, with clay targets
thrown in a variety of angles and
heights – even some bouncing on
the ground – to challenge even the
best shotgunner’s talents.

In the team competition, the U.S.
five-man, junior, veteran and ladies’
teams all won their divisions over
the U.K., Jamaican, Mexico and
Wales teams.

The three-day competition was
held April 29 through May 1 at the
complex, which is the largest all-
around shooting facility in the
country.

Weather conditions during the
competition were typical of the
changing South Texas climate, with
a scorching 93 high the first day fol-
lowed by lows in the 50s and gusty
north winds up to 30 miles per hour
the next morning.

On the third day, nearly ideal
shooting conditions with sunny
highs in the mid-70s allowed shoot-
ers from throughout the world to
demonstrate their skills.

In addition to the 70 competitors
from the United Kingdom, there
were 16 from Wales; 14 from
Mexico; 11 from Jamaica; three
each from South Africa and
Canada; and two each from
Australia and Russia.

Jolly Good Shot Old Chap

State Agency Eyeing Potential 
Dove Hunting Changes 
Proposed regs would create new dove zones 

ABUNDANT: White-winged dove populations are growing in urban areas.

Shooters from around the coun-
try will converge on the
National Shooting Complex

June 7-8 in San Antonio for the 2005
International Hunter Education
Association Benefit Shoot.

The annual event raises money to
broaden the scope of hunter educa-
tion. In its sixth year, more than
100 three-person teams are expect-
ed. 

The competition features two
main events: the Sportsman’s
Challenge and the Team Event.
Each event consists of 75 sporting
clay targets, 50 trap and 25 skeet per
shooter. Awards are given for best
individual score and for best team
score. One male and one female
shooter will be presented the

Shooting Star Award, given to the
outstanding shooter who partici-
pates in both the Sportsman’s
Challenge and Team Event. 

All money raised through the
benefit goes to support the IHEA
and its endowment fund. With the
help of the National Shooting
Sports Foundation and last year’s
shooting event, the IHEA has
raised more than $1 million in five
years. IHEA is the official organiza-
tion representing the interests of
69 state, provincial, and federal
hunter education coordinators,
and 70,000 hunter education
instructors who teach hunter safe-
ty, ethics, and conservation to
approximately 750,000 students
each year. 

2005 NATIONAL BENEFIT SHOOT SET  
FOR NEXT MONTH IN SAN ANTONIO

BURSTING IN AIR: A clay target shatters when an expert hits his mark.
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FISHING

By Lynn Burkhead

B
lame it on Splash, the 121-
pound, 8-ounce blue catfish
that Cody Mullenix pulled
from the waters of Lake

Texoma in January 2004.
That behemoth whiskerfish – an

International Game Fish
Association world record, a state
rod-and-reel record, and one of the
most popular attractions at the
Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center in
Athens – has helped to bring the
Lone Star State’s superb catfishing
resources very much into angling’s
spotlight.

And for good reason. 
While the catch of a world record

blue is certainly stop-the-presses
material, the truth is that good cat-
fishing opportunity exists virtually
from one end of Texas to the other.

Take North Texas, for instance.
That’s where Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department inland fish-
eries biologist Bruce Hysmith says
that anglers are gearing up for the
annual whiskerfish spawn.

“Yep, it’s approaching,” Hysmith
said. “During the spawn, they can
be found along windy banks, but
the best thing that they like is
inflowing water on tributaries.
They’ll really crowd into inflowing
water where they’ll move up in

there and look for hollow logs, rock
overhangs, and stuff like that.”

The key, as with most springtime
fish spawns, is the water tempera-
ture. 

“For channel catfish, look for
water in the 75- to 78-degree range,”
Hysmith said. “I would say that the
blues would probably spawn a little
bit quicker than that since they are
less tolerant of low oxygen condi-
tions. The warmer the water is, the
lower the oxygen content of the
water will be, so I’d look for (blues)
to spawn first.”

In Hysmith’s opinion, catfish
anglers in the northern part of the
state should be targeting the mid-
May to mid-June time frame. Of
course, the farther south a whisker-
fish angler is wetting a hook, the
earlier the catfish spawn will be.

What are the best techniques for
anglers to employ if they’re looking
for a limit of tasty catfish filets?
While the biologist admits that tra-
ditional stink-bait catfish lures cer-
tainly have their place, he prefers
something that isn’t quite so
smelly.

“I would use live crawfish,”
Hysmith said. “The crawfish is a lit-
tle cleaner and a little more user-
friendly.”

That’s especially true when a
crawfish is fished weightless, allow-
ing it to move around and attract

the attention of a hungry whisker-
fish.

“If you had to use a weight, I’d use
a slip sinker so that the crawfish
would still have the freedom to
move about,” Hysmith said. “Don’t
use a real heavy hook since you
want that crawfish moving around.
You don’t want him immobilized.”

Whatever the bait that a catfish
angler chooses to use, it’s advisable
to keep the hook well covered.

“If they feel the hook, they’ll spit
it,” Hysmith said.

What time of day is best? The
biologist recommends later in the
day when dissolved oxygen is at its
highest level.

“I would pick the afternoon, the
early evening, or night on up until

midnight,” Hysmith said. “From
midnight on, natural dissolved oxy-
gen tends to decline and it might or
might not affect the fishing because
they (may be less inclined to feed).”

While expansive water bodies
like Lake Amistad, Choke Canyon
Lake, Lake Livingston, Possum
Kingdom Lake, and Lake Texoma
can all produce good catfishing
action, Hysmith encourages anglers
not to overlook smaller lakes in
Texas.

In his region of the state, such
diminutive waters as Lake Coffee
Mill, Lake Davy Crockett, and Lake
Nocona are all top whiskerfish loca-
tions that can be overlooked.

Also, Hysmith reminds anglers
not to overlook the countless farm

ponds or stock tanks scattered
across every region of Texas. Such
spots provide many an afternoon of
angling delight as rod-and-reel tot-
ing kids squeal, a red-and-white
bobber disappears, and the fight is
on!

Keep in mind on such water bod-
ies that since catfish will move
around, it often pays to wait them
out if the action gets a little slow.

“Catfish will move around by
school size, so in other words, a
school of 18- to 20-inchers will
move around together,” Hysmith
said. “You might be sitting on the
bank not catching anything, but 10
minutes later, you might start
pulling them out one right after
another.”

Catfish Time in
Texas!

Spring whiskerfish spawn
approaching; good angling can be

found across much of the state

BOYS FISHING: Catfish season is great for kids looking for spring fun.

Kevin Sahadi and Kevin Shaw,
both of Corpus Christi, caught
a two-day total of four redfish

weighing 32 pounds, 7 ounces to
win $37,500 in the Wal-Mart FLW
Redfish Series Western Division in
Port Aransas.

The event was presented by
Yamaha. The Sahadi and Shaw
team earned $25,000 plus an
additional $12,500 for the
powered-by- Yamaha bonus award.
Shaw and Sahadi were competing
against a field of 117 teams. 

“We’ve been on some fish in the
Sulfur Road Flats area for a month
now,” Sahadi said. “I went there
each day to be sure the fish were
still there in all types of weather,
and then I’d leave them alone.” 

Once the event began, Sahadi
said the team would begin the
morning by casting Renegade
topwater lures and then switch to
soft-plastic offerings later in the
day. Key baits for Shaw and Sahadi
included D.O.A. CAL Series soft
plastics in silver mullet and electric
chicken colors on an 1/8-ounce
jighead, according to a FLW’s Web
site.

The team stayed in the same
area all day on both days of the
event. According to Sahadi, the

area was sandy and 2 to 3 feet
deep with scattered grass, where
the redfish were gathered to feed on
crabs.

Rounding out the top five teams
are Kurt Kolida of Port Lavaca and
Michael Shimek of Bay City, (four
redfish, 31 pounds, 12 ounces,
$9,600); Steven Auld Jr. of Baytown
and Jeff Larson of Friendswood (four
redfish, 29 pounds, 15 ounces,
$5,475); Kirk Kuykendall of
Houston and Jeff Schneider of
Bellaire (four redfish, 29 pounds,
10 ounces, $4,475); and Skipper
Mock of South Padre Island and
Eddie Curry of Laguna Vista (four
redfish, 28 pounds, 1 ounce,
$4,150).

Anglers caught a total of 167
redfish weighing 867 pounds, 14
ounces on the final day of the event.

The next FLW Redfish Series
Western Division event will be held
June 24-25 in Grand Isle, La. 

Named after founder of Ranger
Boats, Forrest L. Wood, FLW
Outdoors administers national
tournament circuits offering a
combined $30 million in awards
through 214 events in 2005.

For more information on FLW
Outdoors and its tournament
programs, call (270) 252-1000.

Zebco has announced a
recall of 1.5 million chil-
dren’s’ fishing rods tainted

with lead paint.
The recall is voluntary in

cooperation with the federal
Consumer Products Safety
Commission. 

Lead is toxic if eaten by young
children, and it can cause
adverse health effects.

The recalled fishing poles are
brightly colored and feature pic-
tures of cartoon characters on
the reels, including SpongeBob
Squarepants and Dora the
Explorer. 

The rods were sold between
August 2001 and March 2005 at
discount department stores,
sporting goods stores and toy
stores nationwide. 

They cost between $9 and $13.
The rods were made in China.

For more information call
Zebco at (800) 444-5581, ext.
6217, between 6 a.m. and 2:00
p.m. Monday through Friday.

LEAD PAINT
FOUND ON KIDS’
FISHING RODS 
Manufacturer cooperates

with federal safety agency

The National Marine Fisheries
Service has announced the re-
opening of the recreational

fishery for red snapper in the Gulf
of Mexico. For federal waters,
which begin nine nautical miles
from the Texas shoreline, the sea-
son opened at 12:01 a.m. local time
on April 21, 2005, and remain open
until midnight Oct. 31, 2005, when
the recreational quota of 4.47 mil-

lion pounds is projected to be
caught.

In federal waters, anglers should
note there is a 16-inch minimum
size limit and four fish daily bag
limit, which includes the captain
and crew of for-hire vessels. Texas
waters, within nine nautical miles
from the Texas shoreline, are open
through out the year, but with a 15-
inch minimum size limit.

SNAPPER SEASON SETS QUOTA

ANGLERS REEL IN PAYDAY WORTH MORE
THAN $1,000 PER POUND OF REDFISH

SNAP TO IT: The federal season for snapper ends in October.

Good dog.

Bring me my
Lone Star Outdoor News! 

To subscribe, turn to page 2 
or visit www.lonestaroutdoornews.com.
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When the Going Gets Rough...
Staff Report

W
arm spring weather is
bringing Texas boaters
out again in numbers
to pursue their water

passions. 
However, it’s also the season in

which Texas weather can turn on a
dime, and even the most experi-
enced boaters can find themselves
in unexpected foul weather. So
what do you do when you’re caught
in a storm?

Get to shore as quickly as possible
is the rule of thumb – but that may
be easier said than done. But
experts say there are several tech-
niques that can help you get out of
a jam:

Reduce speed, put on a personal
flotation device and plan your route
to shore. U.S. Coast Guard-
approved personal flotation devices
are required by law for every occu-
pant of the boat. For motorboats
under 26 feet in length any occu-
pant under 13 years of age is
required to wear a life jacket any
time the boat is under way. TPW

and the U.S. Coast Guard report
that about 85 percent of boating
fatalities are the result of the victims
not wearing life jackets.

As for planning the route to
shore, professional bass fisherman
Dean Rojas said to slow down and
take your time.

“Watch the wave and try to judge
if it’s going to get bigger,” Rojas said.
“Tack back and forth, zigzag.
Shorelines are usually calmer. Head
for shore and use protected shore-
line to your advantage – don’t
worry if it takes longer to get back to
dock. Know the water that you’re
on – think about hidden dangers
such as underwater treetops.”

Seat passengers on the bottom of
the boat near the center line. Proper
weight distribution improves han-
dling, and passengers are less likely
to fall overboard.

Secure loose items and have
emergency gear ready.  Stow fishing
tackle and secure items like coolers
and tackle boxes. Rough water can
make loose items dangerous projec-
tiles. Keep bilges clear of water. A
boat carrying water does not handle
as well as it is designed to.

Head the bow into waves at about
a 40-degree angle. Driving parallel
to waves can cause the boat to rock
violently from side to side, decreas-
ing control. Of course, it also ups
the possibility of the vessel becom-
ing swamped.

Donny Hancock of Skeeter Boats’
pro team advises that if your boat
motor has adjustable trim, use it.

“Adjust the trim angle on your
motor for the most comfortable
ride,” Donny said. “The less mass
you have when you come over a
wave, the further down that bow is
going to go. You want the forward
portion of the bow at the deepest
point to be hitting the waves. Some
people have a tendency to over-
trim. If you are hitting the waves fur-
ther back, say by the console, you’re
going to lose some fillings from your
teeth. You want to have the best
speed for the smoothest ride.”

If the engine fails, anchor the
boat. You cannot control a motor-
boat when the engine fails. Drop
anchor, remain calm and wait for
assistance. Use a signal flare if one’s
available. And above all, don’t
panic.

SAFE DRIVING: Boaters on Texas lakes are likely to experience high winds before storms. Photo by David J. Sams, Lone Star
Outdoor News.

Continued from page 1

Rough Water Boating

By David Sikes

D
eep-sea angler Fred
Hornsby is extra careful
these days when negoti-
ating the mouth of a

shrinking Port Mansfield Pass in
his offshore boat. But then, he’s
familiar with the shallow spots and
knows to hug the northern edge.

A handful of Hornsby’s fellow
boat captains have been unable to
avoid peril while motoring
through this neglected waterway
between Port Mansfield and the
Gulf of Mexico. At least one boat,
Hornsby said, crashed into the
jetty rocks that guard this remote
South Texas pass.

Other large-boat owners have
averted risks either by not using
the pass altogether or by leaving
Port Mansfield’s harbor for other
ports where the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers provides safer big-
water access. Whether these
anglers return will depend on the
success of a desperate campaign to
save the pass.

“My customers want to know
what’s going to happen,” said Roy
Brown, who owns a Port Mansfield
boat barn harboring 20 offshore
fishing vessels. “Information is
hard to come by and there’s not
even a sign out there to warn
boaters of the hazard. It’s getting
to be a real danger. If we don’t get
the channel dredged this place will
dry up.”

Brown said that about two years
ago, the Corps of Engineers posted
a letter listing Port Mansfield Pass
as one of many mostly smaller
recreational or non-commercial
passes that it no longer would be
dredging because of a funding
shortfall. The Corps of Engineers,
which has maintained the pass for
40 years, has not dredged the Port
Mansfield Pass since 1999, accord-
ing to Port Director Mike Wilson,
with the Willacy County
Navigation District.

Parts of the once 16-foot-deep
pass have silted in to maximum
depths of about seven feet, with
much of the channel even shallow-
er, Wilson said. This makes passage
for deep-draft vessels dangerous
during low tide or when swells
pitch and roll the boats near the
channel floor. Navigation could be
especially treacherous when these
conditions converge, Hornsby said. 

Couple this problem with a lin-
gering bloom of brown algae that
has clouded mostly western
Laguna Madre waters near Port
Mansfield and it could be a tough
summer for this small community
that relies heavily on visiting
anglers to fuel its economy.

“There’s no other reason for Port
Mansfield to exist without that
channel and the harbor,” Wilson
said. “We’ve already seen an exo-
dus of big boats.”

Adding to Port Mansfield’s woes,
sand is eroding rapidly along the
jetty rocks that protect the pass’

northern bank, which marks the
southern border of Padre Island
National Seashore.

Wilson said the Navigation
District’s preferred solution for the
pass itself would be to convince
the Corps of Engineers that the
economic hardship of not dredg-
ing is greater than the economic
liability of maintaining the pass.
But Wilson knows that military
needs and other priorities may
have created insurmountable
funding constraints for the Corps
of Engineers.

Plan B would be to request U. S.
Congressional help. Wilson said
that dredging the pass would carry
a price tag of between $1 million
and $2 million. Wilson is seeking
help from U.S. Sens. Kay Bailey
Hutchinson and John Cornyn.

Hutchinson hopes to convince
the Corps of Engineers to shift
existing funds to the Port
Mansfield project by convincing
them it should be a high priority
for hardship reasons, according to
spokesman Chris Paulitz. 

“The Corps told us they’d look
into it,” Paulitz said.

Part of Wilson’s argument to gar-
ner aid involves a U.S. Coast Guard
cutter that cannot float through
the shallow pass. Historically this
87-foot cutter that drafts 10 feet
has used the pass to seek foul
weather refuge in Port Mansfield
or for law enforcement operations
involving drug trafficking or illegal
immigration. The next nearest
pass is Brazos Santiago Pass some
30 miles south by water at Port
Isabel.

Another option could be to
apply for erosion-control monies
from the Texas General Land
Office. But this program has no
money for future projects at this
time, according to GLO
spokesman Jim Suydam. And even
when the program was viable, only
a fraction of requests were granted.
During the most recent funding
cycle, the coastal erosion program
doled out $7.3 million for 20 proj-
ects. The program received fund-
ing requests for $36.5 million from
77 projects. 

Suydam said the GLO is pushing
for legislation that could revive the
program, possibly by collecting a
75-cent fee on each tire sold in
Texas. Maybe if this passes, Port
Mansfield’s chances would
improve, Suydam said. 

Meanwhile, Wilson has
appealed to Texas Parks & Wildlife
Department, which uses the pass
to transport artificial reef material
into the gulf, and the Coastal
Conservation Association for sug-
gestions and he’s exploring the
possibility of a short-term fix fund-
ed by local money. This would be a
long shot for the economically
depressed community, local busi-
ness owners said.

“My boat’s in there too,” busi-
ness owner Brown said. “If I can’t
get it out to go fishing then I’m
gone too.”

Port Mansfield Left 
Hanging Out to Dry

Texas Parks and Wildlife is hold-
ing six public meetings during May
in areas hit hardest by golden alga
to discuss strategies. 

Agency officials will provide
updates on golden alga research
projects, discuss fisheries manage-
ment plans and ask the public for
input.

Golden alga blooms during the
last six months have caused fish-
kills in more than a dozen water
bodies in north-central Texas. None
of the occurrences has resulted in
serious impacts to the fisheries, but
they have provided researchers
with opportunities to study actual

events in hopes of finding solutions
to this naturally occurring threat.

Since 2001, golden alga fish-kills
have occurred on two dozen reser-
voirs in Texas. About 18 million fish
have been killed by golden alga dur-
ing the last 20 years, most of which
were either forage or rough fish
species.

The alga releases a toxin that kills
gill-breathing organisms such as
fish and clams. There is no known
evidence of human health risks.

First discovered in Texas in 1985,
golden alga (prymnesium parvum)
was identified in a fish kill in the
Pecos River and has since been

responsible for fish kills in the
Colorado, Canadian, Wichita, Red
and Brazos river systems as well.

Public meetings are slated for the
following dates and locations. All
meetings start at 7 p.m.
• May 17 — Possum Kingdom

Lion’s Club, 142 LaVilla Road,
Lake Possum Kingdom.

• May 18 — Baylor County
Extension Office, 500 N. Main,
Seymour.

• May 24 — Annex 3 Building, 200
N. Gordon, Granbury.

• May 25 — Lake Whitney State
Park Reunion Center, 433 FM
1244, Whitney.

TPWD SCHEDULES PUBLIC MEETINGS ABOUT GOLDEN ALGA

SHALLOW WATER: Port Mansfield is becoming more difficult for boats to navigate.
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ADVENTURE

By Ralph Winingham

R
OCKPORT — This was a fish
mission.

Not just the fish we were
going to use for bait — those

speckled trout and redfish magnets
known as croakers — but also the
fish we were going to eat as part of a
weekend escape to a Texas Gulf
Coast fishing hot spot.

This time of year is croaker season
across the bays and inlets scattered
like play areas in a toddler’s dream-
land. Anglers who favor live bait trav-
el from throughout the country as
fast and as often as they can to take
advantage of this fishing paradise.

Croaker season normally runs

from about the middle of May until
the end of August each year. It is the
time when the baitfish and natural
enemy of the nesting speckled trout
reach their best fish-attracting size.

“Copano Bay is my favorite place
to fish. That’s the water that I know
best,’’ said Capt. Petra Schultz as she
prepared to launch her boat in the
early morning light.

A veteran fishing guide who was
the first Rockport woman to earn
her captain’s license, Petra and her
husband, Capt. Don Schultz, work
as a tag team to put their clients in
the best spots for free-lining live
croakers.

The night before at a dinner
organized by the Rockport-Fulton
Area Chamber of Commerce, they

entertained the group with fishing
stories as we all ate more shrimp
and crab-stuffed grilled trout than
should be allowed by law at Off the
Hook Restaurant.

The Green Hornets, as they call
themselves, explained that two sets
of experienced eyes on the water at
one time could greatly enhance
their anglers’ success rate.

With our first goal of eating our
fill of fish accomplished at the
restaurant overlooking Cove
Harbor, the Schultz team was put on
the spot to achieve the next task of
connecting us with some live ones.

After a short boat ride from the
dock, Petra hooked up the first of
five dozen live croakers that she had
brought for bait.  

“Just flip the croaker out there, let
it set for about 30 seconds and then
pump your rod a couple of times,’’
she said. “That will keep the croaker
out of the oyster shells.’’

With no weight or floats to hin-
der the croaker, the bait’s move-
ments are more natural and drive
trout and reds into a feeding frenzy.

“You’ll know when you get a hit.
Just keep the rod tip up and the line
tight, or they will shake the hook,’’
she said.

The words had barely reached our
ears when a 17-inch trout slammed
down one of the baits and made a
fruitless run for freedom.

“That’s a good one to start the
day,’’ Petra said as she dropped the
trout into the boat’s ice chest.  The
action was repeated about two
dozen times, featuring mostly keep-
er trout and a couple of nice redfish,
before we headed back to the dock
shortly after noon.

A bag full of fresh fillets on ice, we
finished our coastal fish quest with
a stop at The Boiling Pot in Fulton,
where Cajun boiled shrimp and
crawfish, along with corn on the
cob and new potatoes, were
dumped on our table for another
seafood feast.

Seafood in our stomachs and fish
fillets in our ice chests – now that is
the way to spend a weekend.

IF YOU GO
Captains Don and Petra Schultz, The Green Hornets, offer fishing trips
and have just opened their Hornet’s Nest for overnight stays by their
clients.  They can be reached at (361) 790-9742 or on the web at
www.greenhornetguides.com.

Other fishing guides can be found at Coastal Bend's Guide
Association at www.cbga.org.

Off The Hook Restaurant at 161 Cove Harbor North is accessible by
boat or car and is open from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Tuesday through
Saturday and from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Sunday.  Their phone number is
(361) 729-8300.

The Boiling Pot in downtown Fulton opens at 4 p.m. Monday through
Thursday and 11 a.m. Friday through Sunday.  Their telephone number
is (316) 729-6972.

Centrally located accommodations in Rockport include the Hoopes’
House Bed and Breakfast at 417 N. Broadway (just across from
Rockport Harbor and Rockport Beach Park). Listed in the state register
of historic places, the facility offers eight guest rooms and a full
complimentary breakfast. Operators Mike and Paula Sargent can be
reached at (361) 729-8424.

Additional information on the area is available from the Rockport-
Fulton Area Chamber of Commerce at (800) 242-0071 or www.rockport-
fulton.org.

PARADISE FOUND: Sunset puts the finishing touch on a perfect day for fishing in Rockport, Texas.

Destination Rockport 

BITE SIZE: Croaker season draws live bait anglers from across the country.

WAYS TO GO: Wading and kayaking are popular ways to fish coastal waters.

FREE ADVICE: Colorful bait stands line the shore at Rockport.
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Perry signs bill
Worth city limits. The property, still
mostly rural, was annexed in the
1980s. 

A poacher apparently parked by
the road, walked up to the fence
line and began shooting, Merrill
said.

“Obviously, residents called
police,” Merrill said. “I would have,
too. Police came out, pistols drawn,
and the first person they encoun-
tered was a lease hunter with his 9-
year-old son. He wasn’t arrested, but
they scared the living daylights out
of him.” 

But a new state law signed by
Gov. Rick Perry will change all that.
Now hunters’ rights will be protect-
ed for generations to come. 

The new law will permit hunting
on land annexed by cities, even if a
city has an ordinance banning the
shooting of firearms. The law,
which adds “wildlife management”
to the list of activities permitted on
agricultural land, took effect May 3.
It grandfathers in all land annexed
since 1981. 

The law, formerly Senate Bill 734,
sponsored in the House by Rep.
Anna Mowery, R-Forth Worth, and
in the Senate by Tommy Williams,
R-The Woodlands, isn’t likely to
turn annexed property into bad-
lands.

Hunting with a shotgun must be
done on property that is at least 10
acres; if you use a rifle or pistol, 50
acres or more. And firearms can’t be
discharged within 150 feet of an
occupied structure or “in a man-
ner” causing a projectile to cross the
property line. 

Dade Phelan, a legislative aide to
Williams, called the law “model leg-
islation,” which he expects to be
copied by other states.

“Cities and towns annex proper-
ty that may not be developed for
years,” Phelan said. “But one day
the land can be used for dove or
deer hunting, and the next day it
can’t.”

Phelan sees the law as a balancing
act. “There needs to be a good bal-
ance between the property owner’s
rights and what the city needs to do
to protect its citizens,” he said.
“That’s what this bill is all about.”

Although the Texas Municipal
Association opposed the law,
Phelan contends the law doesn’t
leave cities defenseless.

“If someone is misusing a firearm
or endangering anyone, a peace
officer will be able to take action,”
Phelan said.

One supporter of the law believes
another beneficiary of it will be
wildlife.

“If you take away hunting
income from a landowner, force
him to just depend on his income
from agriculture, he’s going to sell
out to a developer and leave,” said
Kirby Brown, executive vice presi-
dent of the Texas Wildlife
Association. “It’s the worst thing for
the habitat. We want to encourage
what is already there, not diminish
it.” 

Merrill leases 2,500 acres of his
3,000 acres for hunting. He restricts
bird hunters to shotguns and for-
bids them to litter or build fires.

“The land will be hunted,”
Merrill said. “I can guarantee you
that. The question is: Do you want
it hunted by lawbreakers or do you
want a controlled situation?”

Mark England is an award-winning
Dallas-based writer with more than
two decades of newspaper experience.

A tpw report

Asix-month long investigation
conducted by Texas Parks and
Wildlife's special operations

wildlife crimes unit came to a close
during the last few days with Larry
Grimland of the Dallas area being
charged with 20 counts of illegally
trapping wild white-tailed deer from
his Bosque County ranch.

Grimland was apprehended by TPW
Investigators Sgts. Adam Chrane and
Brad Chappell for illegally delivering
and selling three whitetailed deer in
Bosque County, according to TPW.
The next morning a search warrant
was executed on Grimland’s ranch
where records were seized indicating
Grimland had sold numerous wild
white-tailed deer for the last several

years, netting thousands of dollars.
In a plea agreement reached,

Grimland has agreed to cooperate with
investigators, pay $40,000 in fines and
make a $40,000 contribution to the
Operation Game Thief fund. An addi-
tional 45 charges have been filed against
10 individuals that purchased illegal
deer from Grimland.

In a spinoff investigation, Bosque
County resident David Deeley agreed
to pay $10,000 in fines and make a
$6,000 contribution to Operation
Game Thief fund. Deeley was charged
with five counts of illegally trapping
wild white-tailed deer. Bryan Hanus, a
Bosque County deer hauler, was
arrested on felony arrest warrants for
“felon in possession of a firearm, and
tampering with physical evidence,”
both 3rd degree felonies. Hanus was
placed in the Bosque County jail with

bonds set at $10,000 per charge.
The scope of this investigation

revealed illegal white-tailed deer com-
merce over a significant portion of
Texas and showed the importance of
having a centralized investigative
group such as TPW’s Special
Operations Unit. The unit received
invaluable assistance from game war-
dens throughout the state in conduct-
ing interviews and taking statements.

Bosque County prosecuted the
cases and game wardens Preston
Spiller and Mike Sibila provided the
initial lead.

Col. Pete Flores said, “This investiga-
tion serves as a deterrent to those who
engage in the illegal commerce of
Texas’ wildlife resources. This case also
safeguards the legitimate interests of
deer managers and conservation in
Texas.”

MAN PLEADS GUILTY IN DEER-TRAPPING CASE

O
n May 25 at the Omni
Southpark Hotel in
Austin, the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department

will announced the statewide land
steward of the year.

The state will also recognize 11
land stewards, including nine pri-
vate ranchers in various ecological
regions, plus a cooperative catego-
ry recognizing landowners who
band together to help wildlife, and
a corporate recipient, according to
TPW.

The Lone Star Land Steward
Awards program recognizes and
honors private landowners for
their accomplishments in habitat
management and wildlife conser-
vation. The program is designed to
educate landowners and the public
and to encourage participation in
habitat conservation.

For the first time since the pro-
gram was created in 1996, TPW has
selected an urban city park as a
model of land stewardship. White
Rock Lake Park in Dallas will be rec-
ognized in the corporate category.

“It’s important that people
understand the key to diverse and
abundant wildlife is well-managed
habitats, and in Texas that occurs
mostly on private land, since 94
percent of the Texas landscape is
privately owned,” said Linda
Campbell, TPWD private lands
program leader. 

“However, wildlife conservation
can and does happen in public
parks and in urban and suburban

areas, as the White Rock Lake
example shows. And those exam-
ples are important to educate the
majority of people who live in
cities, as well as to actually provide
some valuable habitat for wildlife
in urban settings.”

The importance of private stew-
ardship to preserve history and cul-
tural resources is also emphasized
this year with the selection of
Cibolo Creek Ranch as the Trans-
Pecos eco-region recipient.

Land Steward program
objectives strive to:
• recognize private landowners for

excellence in habitat
management and wildlife
conservation on their lands;

• publicize the best examples of
sound natural resource
management practices;

• encourage youth education and
participation in promoting
responsible habitat
management and improved
ecosystem health;

• promote long-term
conservation of unique natural
and cultural resources;

• promote ecosystem awareness
and acknowledge the best
conservation practices in the
state’s 10 ecological regions;

• enhance relationships between
private landowners and Texas
natural resource agencies;

• illustrate the important role of
private landowners in the future
of Texas natural resources.

Statewide Land Steward Of
The Year To Be Announced

Dallas park receives honor for first time
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Freshwater
If TPW were to pay cash for the

proposed hatchery and repairs as
intended, the agency and anglers
would save anywhere from $3 mil-
lion to about $9 million, com-
pared with the cost of issuing
bonds to pay for improvements.
This difference involves the esti-
mated interest payments that
would be paid out over the life of
the loan, based on 4 percent inter-
est rate. 

The exact amount would
depend on which type of bond
legislators decide to issue, accord-
ing to Texas Comptroller Carole
Keeton Strayhorn, who went so far
as to put out a press release urging
the Legislature to keep its promise
to sportsmen and women. 

“(Anglers) have a right to be
upset that the funds they have
paid to fish will not be used for
their intended and promised pur-
pose,” Strayhorn wrote in an April
25 letter to Texas Rep. Edmund
Kuempel, R-Seguin, who request-
ed an accounting of the proposal. 

Meanwhile, the freshwater
stamp revenue — $5 million annu-
ally — would be stashed away in
an account along with other
siphoned dedicated funds. 

The state would use this account
to balance or certify its budget as a
form of collateral. If the budget
gets really tight, however, these
monies could be spent by legisla-
tive action on projects other than
their intended purposes.  

The Texas Legislature ordered
TPW to create a $5 freshwater
stamp in the first place as a way to
fund hatchery needs. This stamp
fee would expire in 2014, the
department promised. But even
this date could be extended, if talk
in Austin turns to action.

So nothing, it seems, is what it
seems, to hear officials of bass
clubs tell it.

“We feel betrayed over this,”
said Ed Parten, president of Texas
Black Bass Unlimited and presi-
dent of Sensible Management of
Aquatic Resources Team. 

“Bass clubs bought into the orig-
inal plan, and we helped Texas
Parks & Wildlife sell it. This is a
slap in the face. If it passes, the

fishermen of Texas will never trust
the Legislature again,” Parten said.

The freshwater angling commu-
nity appears to be split on whether
TPW — and specifically Inland
Fisheries Director Phil Durocher
— should share blame and criti-
cism for this legislative proposal. 

But Durocher denounced the
proposal and said he didn’t see it
coming.

“We made a deal, and it looks
like we’re not going to be doing the
deal like we said we would,”
Durocher said. “We’re concerned
about the credibility we have with
our constituents. We promised
them $50 million worth of
improvements and now we’re
looking at getting only $47 mil-
lion. This was not our intention.
I’m as frustrated as they are.”

Sparky Anderson, government
relations director for Texas Black
Bass Unlimited, a group of 10,000
independent anglers and affiliated
bass clubs, said legislators are con-
sidering the path of least resist-
ance. 

Anglers for some time have not
enjoyed the respect afforded a uni-
fied, informed group of voters, he
said. The freshwater stamp issue
could go far in adjusting attitudes
in Austin, he added.

“Texas anglers are frustrated at
not being heard in Austin, and we
plan to fix this,” Anderson said.
“We need to start holding Texas
politicians accountable.”

The Freshwater Fisheries
Advisory Board, a group with
diverse angling interests appointed
by the TPW Commission to over-
see the state’s management of
inland fisheries and to advise the
department on related issues, has
sent a strong message to lawmak-
ers, outlining their position clearly
on this issue. 

In a formal resolution, the advi-
sory board wrote that it “strongly
objects to proposed action of the
79th Legislature,” and “strongly
recommends” that the initial
intent of freshwater fishing stamp
revenue be honored.

David Sikes writes about the outdoors
for the Corpus Christi Caller-Times.

Bass Pro Shops founder Johnny
Morris recently presented a
check for $650,000 as part of a

total $1.36 million donated to speed
up construction on an education
building for the Texas Freshwater
Fisheries Center in Athens.

Morris pledged at an April 3,
2004, banquet to match dollar-for-
dollar, up to $650,000, funds raised
by April 16, 2005, by Schooling for
Bass, a Dallas support group headed
by Richard (“Dick”) Hart. The vol-
unteer group responded by raising
$711,000, according to Texas Parks
and Wildlife.

“This check isn’t from one per-
son; it comes from a lot of people,”
Morris said. “It comes from the peo-
ple at Bass Pro Shops. It comes from
our customers.” 

Formally called the Edwin L. Cox
Jr. Texas Freshwater Fisheries
Center, the facility combines visita-
tion and outdoor education with a
production fish hatchery. The fresh-
water fisheries facility is part of the
Inland Fisheries Division of TPW. 

The center’s director Allen
Forshage noted: “With completion
of this new $1.5 million education-
al facility, TFFC will have an out-
door education center unmatched
in North America.”

Built as a joint venture between
TPW, the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Foundation, Inc., and the commu-
nity of Athens, TFFC includes a wet-
lands trail and more than 300,000
gallons of indoor and outdoor
aquariums displaying dozens of
species of native fish, waterfowl, alli-

gators and amphibians in recreated
habitats.

TFFC invites both individual and
group visitation. Reservations are
recommended for groups of 10 or
more. Admission is charged. Public
hours are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday
through Saturday and 1-4 p.m.
Sunday.

Other organizations and individ-
uals contributing to the building
fund were Kathie and Ed Cox Jr.,
Eric Kincaid, ExxonMobil
Foundation, Cain Foundation,
Ginger Murchison Foundation,
Hillcrest Foundation, Sheila and
Walter Umphrey, Friona Industries,
Hoblitzelle Foundation, Cathey
and Don Humphreys, Texas Game
Warden Association and J.B. Katz
Foundation.

Bass Pro Shops Gives $650,000 to
Athens Freshwater Fish Center
Outdoor education to be highlight of state-run facility

The Texans may have domi-
nated day two at Sam
Rayburn Reservoir in the sea-

son opener of the CITGO
Bassmaster Open Series, but the
final round belonged to a pair of
Oklahomans: Terry Butcher and
Jeff Kriet.

Butcher took home $53,316 and
a measure of redemption for his
first BASS win, according to
Bassmaster’s Web site.

“I was so close at Clarks Hill,”
Butcher said of the tour event on
the South Carolina-Georgia reser-
voir where he finished third. “But I
feel great winning this tourna-
ment. I can forget all about those

close calls now.”
Butcher, who finished with a

three day catch weighing 47
pounds and an ounce, was in
eighth place after the second day,
but bagged a limit of 17 pounds, 1
ounce on day three — good
enough to best Kriet (46-0) by a lit-
tle more than a pound. Kriet
weighed in last, and his 13-pound,
7-ounce limit made things inter-
esting, but it was the fish that Kriet
missed that will haunt him.

Butcher won the tournament by
flipping a jig near willow trees and
looking for post-spawn fish. Most
of his bass came from less than 4
feet of water.

“Don’t get me wrong. I’m happy
to finish second,” Kriet said. “But
I’m so frustrated right now because
I lost this tournament on the sec-
ond day. I lost a 5-pounder and a 3-
pounder within 30 minutes of
each other.”

Kriet was flipping a black Kinami
cut-tail worm on light line around
isolated bushes. He’s had a bevy of
close calls lately, finishing in the
top 15 of each of the past four BASS
events, but never winning, and his
lost fish left the door open for
Butcher at Sam Rayburn.

Texas’ own Jeff Buchanan, (44-7)
a Rayburn guide, came in third to
lead his home state.

OKIES PROVE THEMSELVES AT SAM RAYBURN 2005 CITGO
BASSMASTER CENTRAL OPEN BUT TEXANS HOLD THEIR OWN
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PRODUCT PICKS

GET REEL: Nothing looks or
performs like the The Quantum
Energy PTi spinning reel. The sleek
aluminum body is coated with a
high-tech titanium coating that
protects against scratches and
gives the surface a unique
“rainbow effect.” A polymer-
stainless 10- bearing system
assures quiet operation and
durability. Over-sized ceramic drag

elements provide more drag surface
for smoothness and heat dissipation. The

titanium bail features a magnetic bail trip so
there is no spring to weaken or break. The Energy

Pti comes with a spare aluminum spool to allow a
quick change to a different line weight.  It’s available
at Cabela’s, Bass Pro Shops and other sporting goods
retailers for about $129.95. For more information visit
www.quantumfishing.com.

BAY BEAUTY: The new Ibis from NewWater Boatworks is the bay boat for the discriminating
angler. Its sleek style is a head-turner. The 21-foot, 8-inch hull features foam-core composite
construction, and is available in two configurations, the Lamiflow™ or notched-transom. The
fuel tank has a 50-gallon capacity, and with a full tank and a 200 Yamaha engine, the Ibis
drafts only 5 inches. The Ibis comes with three storage compartments and a rod locker for six
rods The standard console is shown; a tournament console is available that includes a pod
helm, recessed switches, a non-skid top and a 40-gallon release well. Every boat
manufactured by NewWater Boatworks is custom-built to order. For more information, visit
www.newwaterboatworks.com.

SERENITY NOW: Silent, economical and environmentally friendly, the
Serene Fisher 17 goes where gasoline-powered boats can’t. A digital
electric motor pushes the craft for up to 6 hours, powered by an
Excide 12-volt deep cycle marine battery. The hand-laid fiberglass
hull contains marine-grade flotation and the fiberglass deck and
floor feature non-slip surfaces for added safety. The Serene 17
comes standard with a painted canoe trailer with 12-inch wheels,
and a host of options is available to customize your boat. The base
model sells for $4,995, and Serene will arrange for shipping
worldwide. For more information, call (210) 561-5636 or visit
www.serenewatercraft.com.

IF YOU PLANT IT, THEY WILL COME: Now is
the time to plant that warm-season food
plot to attract and add size to deer and
antlers. Lablab Plus from Tecomate is
formulated to be the best warm season
nutritional plot in existence. Its
combination of ingredients contains
original Lablab, ebony peas, forage
soybeans and WGF grain sorghum. Lablab
plus is perfect for smaller plots because of
its unique mix of peas, each with differing
growth rates, gives it the ability to
withstand early grazing pressure. One 22-
pound bag will plant 1 acre, and sells for
about $39.99. Available at farm-and-ranch
suppliers statewide. For more information
call (956) 664-9402 or visit
www.tecomate.com.

FILLET AWAY: For the fisherman
who has everything, there’s The
Rapala ProGuide Rechargeable
Cordless Electric Fillet Knife. It
comes with 6- and 7.5-inch
interchangeable blade lengths and
is powered by a quiet, reciprocating-
action motor. Two rechargeable
battery packs allow charging of one
battery while the other is in use. The
charging base, a cutting board and a
compact carrying case are all included.
Available at Cabela’s and Target for
$79.99 to $89.99. For more
information, visit www.rapala.com. 

CALL ME: The Morwhistle from New Version
Calls is a new pintail, teal and drake
mallard call. Its unique roller design allows
the caller to blow wet without having to
flutter the tongue. The call was tested over

a period of years before its introduction to
the marketplace, and the result is said to be
one of the best calls introduced in years. It is

constructed of injection-molded, food-grade
plastic and will last a lifetime. The call

takes a standard hangar and has a non-
glare camouflage finish. The price is

$21.99, and it’s available from
New Version Calls (209) 827-

9153 or visit
www.newversioncalls.com.

LEAPING LIZARDS: Lizards are overtaking worms as the top soft plastic bait for big bass. The
6” Moko Lizard from Wave Industries is one of the latest creations from Wave’s legendary
Tiki-Man. The extra-lifelike action of this lizard sets it apart from the others. The Moko
Lizard is available in 30 different colors, including Tiki-Man’s unique swirls. Moko Lizards
are all salted and loaded with Wave’s special MoLoPo scent. Available at Academy Sports
and Outdoors for $3.16 for a package of seven lizards. For more information, visit
www.wavefishing.com.
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OUTDOOR ENTERTAINMENT

Across
3. Aberdeen hooks are this

color
5. End of the day
7. Mineral used in muskets
8. Devices that make fishing

reels and trailer wheels spin
more easily

10. Machine that creates elec-
tricity

12. A round entrapping device
thrown to catch baitfish

13. Axis deer and Corsican rams
are examples of this type of
game

16. A two-part chemical glue
17. Seawater with excessive salt

content
18. Scientific name for a blue

crab's shell

Down
1. Hooks and stingray's tails

have these
2. Provides light and warmth at

night while camping
4. A type of storm; common in

West Texas
5. McMurtry wrote about this

lonesome bird

6. Wild flower, also known as
Indian Blanket

7. Remnants of a past geologic
age; often found near Hill
Country streams

9. Insect with large hind legs
for leaping

10. Sound that a male speckled

trout makes when spawning
females are near

11. Hexagonal wax structure
built by bees

14. Tree that hosts the larval
stage (caterpillar) of the
sphinx moth

15. Opposite of shallow

Copyright 2004 Texas Word Treasures, Greg Berlocher. All Rights Reserved.

For crossword puzzle solution, see page 18

WILD IN THE KITCHEN MADE IN TEXAS

TEXAS WORD TREASURES Smart Shield
Sunblock born of necessity finds nitch

By Ralph Winingham 

They might be called flying
feral hogs in some circles, but
the new bird species falling to
the guns of Texas dove

hunters are better known by their
proper name, Eurasian collared-
doves.

Slightly larger than white-winged
doves, the Asia natives have migrat-
ed across the country since the
1970s when they were first observed
in Florida.

Officials believe there are popula-
tions of the doves in every county in
Texas, and since they don’t fall
under federal jurisdiction, Eurasians
are considered as exotics in the Lone
Star State. Just like feral hogs, there is
no season and no limit for scatter-
gunners who find them in abun-
dant enough numbers to hunt.

A prominent black neckband
around the back of their necks can
help hunters identify the birds.
Although their white tail is squared
off like a white-winged dove, the
center feathers are grayish in color.

The friendly folks who put on the
Lonesome Dove Fest in Karnes City
on the South Zone opening day
each year managed to bag a few of
the Eurasians for the following
recipe. Because the birds are
believed to have migrated to Texas
from Louisiana, it is fitting that this
dish features a Cajun flair.

Mourning or white-winged doves
are also good for this recipe, but
then again, dove season’s a long way
off.

Crazy Cajun Eurasian Doves
9-12 Eurasian dove breasts, de-
boned
Chef Ralph’s Super
Seasoning*
1⁄2 cup seasoned flour
1⁄2 cup olive oil 
1⁄2 cup chopped onion
1⁄2 cup chopped celery
1⁄2 cup chopped bell pepper
1 can (14.5 ounces) petite-diced
tomatoes
1⁄4 cup tomato paste
2 cups water or chicken broth
1 tablespoon Worcestershire
sauce
3 green onions, including tops,
chopped

Rinse de-boned dove breasts in
cold water and pat dry with paper
towels. Flatten breasts with a mallet
and season with Chef Ralph’s on
both sides, then dredge in seasoned
flour (reserve flour).  Heat oil in a
large skillet over medium-high
heat. Quickly brown floured
breasts on both sides and set aside
on a warm plate. Reduce heat to
medium low and add remaining
flour to skillet.  Simmer, stirring
often, for about five minutes, until
roux (flour and oil mixture) is light
brown. Add onion, celery and bell
pepper, stir well and simmer for five
minutes. Stir in tomatoes, tomato
paste, water and Worcestershire
sauce. Return browned breasts to
skillet, making sure pieces are cov-
ered with sauce. Cover skillet and
simmer about 15 minutes. Sprinkle
mixture with chopped green
onions just before serving over
cooked white rice.

* Chef Ralph says: As a substitute
for Chef Ralph’s Super Seasoning, com-
bine 6 tablespoons salt, 2 tablespoons
each of onion salt and garlic salt, and 1
tablespoon each of black pepper, white
pepper and red pepper. Whirl in a
blender until thoroughly mixed.

Ralph Winingham is a freelance
outdoor writer and cookbook author
based in San Antonio. To order his
cookbook The Campfire Chef: Old
Boots and Bacon Grease or Chef
Ralph’s Super Seasoning, a universal
flavoring for all kinds of recipes,
contact him at
rwiningham@juno.com. 

Year ‘Round Doves
These big brutes may be an exotic species, but they’re a tasty one

By David Renfrow

When Harl Asaff was diag-
nosed with and treated
for skin cancer, she real-

ized that she would have to take
precautions against sun exposure
for the rest of her life. 

So Asaff and her husband, Jim,
did something rather unusual:
Instead of using the oily, sticky sun-
creen products on the market, they
developed their own, ultimately
leading to the creation of
SmartsShield Suncare. 

The Dallas couple started out by
developing a checklist of qualities
the perfect sunscreen should have,
and then partnered with a chemist
to create it. 

When they achieved their goal,
they were so pleased with the prod-
uct they thought everyone else
would love it, too. So, in 1992 they
started their own company.
Initially, they targeted niche mar-
kets, mainly government entities
and private companies. Their prod-
ucts are now distributed nation-
wide and in Canada, Mexico and
New Zealand.  

“We really got started with gov-
ernment and industrial employers
required by OSHA (Occupational
Health and Safety Administration)
to provide protection to their
employees who work outdoors,”
said Tyler Thomas, director of sales
and marketing. “Now we supply to
the military, the Coast Guard, TPW
(Texas Parks and Wildlife), even
NASA (National Aeronautics and
Space Administration).”  

Although the company now
manufactures and distributes an
entire line of sun-protection prod-
ucts, including some clothing
items, the flagship product is still
their sunscreen lotion. The lotion is
aloe vera-based and completely oil-
free.

The oil-free formulation turned
out to be a hit particularly with one
group of outdoors enthusiasts —
anglers. The non-oily lotion
allowed them to keep a better grip
on their equipment after sunscreen
application than with the oilier
competitors. 

“Boat captains were telling us
that after lathering up with sun-
screen, their customers were cast-
ing and the rods were slipping out
of their hands,” said Thomas.
“They were losing money.”

Another claim to fame for the
product is that it doesn’t harm bait
in the live well, thanks to the non-
oily content.

The company also offers a com-
bination sunscreen and insect
repellent that an independent lab-
oratory compared with products
containing the chemical insect
repellent DEET. The testing labora-
tory said that the SmartShield
product was “statistically equal in
preventing mosquitoes from prob-
ing.”

Thomas declined to give exact
annual sales numbers for the com-
pany, but he said business is good
and getting better. 

“We are a young company, con-
tinuing to grow,” Thomas said.
“We’re a Texas company, and we’re
proud of that.”

Jim and Harl Asaff in their warehouse. Photo by David J. Sams, Lone Star Outdoor
News
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THIS WEEK’S WEATHER

ARKANSAS
Largemouth Bass Favored

The Arkansas warm-water hatch-
ery system - the largest run by any
state - will drop 1.3 million black
bass fingerlings into lakes and
rivers this year. Don’t be alarmed:
Black bass are doing fine on their
own, but sometimes they need a
little help.

About a third of Arkansas anglers
and almost 50 percent of anglers
from other states who fish in
Arkansas pick largemouth bass as
their favorite game fish. And
Arkansas has plenty to go around.

Sometimes - because of fluctuat-
ing water levels or temperatures, or
lack of habitat and cover - the
Arkansas Game and Fish
Commission uses stocked fish to
maintain a population of large-
mouth or smallmouth bass. The
fingerlings for stocking are raised
in four warm-water hatcheries:
William H. Donham Hatchery at
Corning, Joe Hogan Hatchery at
Lonoke, Andrew H. Hulsey
Hatchery at Hot Springs and C.B.
“Charlie” Craig Hatchery at
Centerton.

The Hulsey Hatchery produces
Florida strain largemouth bass
(Micropterus floridanus). The
other three hatcheries produce the
Northern strain largemouth bass
(Micropterus salmoides).

The trick to this process is figur-
ing out where these fish need to go.

District fisheries biologists keep
up with bass populations by using
“shoreline seining” to determine
which lakes need to be stocked.

In April, the hatchery system
stocked 1,130 adult Northern large-
mouth bass into 36.5 acres of
hatchery ponds to spawn. The
ponds were fertilized with organic
and inorganic compounds to pro-
mote zooplankton blooms, which
feed the young bass. Spawning usu-
ally occurs about May 1. The hatch-
ery system has a production goal of
700,000 Northern largemouth
bass fingerlings. When they’re har-
vested in the middle of June, the
fingerlings will be about 2 inches
long.

After the harvest, adult bass are
kept in several small ponds at the
hatcheries and fed forage, a combi-
nation of minnows, sunfish, gold-
fish, tilapia, shad and crayfish.
Between 25,000 and 30,000
pounds of forage is fed to large-
mouth bass brood stock each year.

The Hulsey Hatchery will stock
550 adult Florida largemouth bass
into 30 acres of ponds to spawn,
with a production goal of 550,000

fingerlings.
Those fingerlings may be stocked

in Lower White Oak, Millwood
Lake, Lake Columbia, Lake
Monticello, Marion McCollum
Greenlee Lake, Bois d’Arc Lake,
Lake Atkins, Lake Conway, SWEP-
CO Lake and Lake Chicot.

LOUISIANA
Spring Shrimp Season 

The opening dates of the 2005
Louisiana spring shrimp season
were announced at the May 5
meeting of the Louisiana Wildlife
and Fisheries Commission. 

The declaration of emergency,
which established the season’s
opening date, followed a presenta-
tion of the latest biological and
hydrological data compiled by the
Louisiana Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries (LDWF) Marine
Fisheries Division and public com-
ment from shrimpers and other
concerned citizens.

Louisiana inshore shrimp sea-
sons will open at 6:00 a.m. on
Monday, May 23, in Zone one.
Zone two will open at 6:00 a.m. on

Monday, May 16 and Zone three
on Thursday, June 2 at 6:00 a.m.

NEW MEXICO
Free Outdoor Expo

People of all ages are invited to
the Albuquerque Shooting Range
Park May 14-15 for the fourth
annual New Mexico Outdoor
Expo, where participants can learn
new outdoor skills and polish old
ones – all for free in a safe environ-
ment with experts as guides. 

Sponsored by the New Mexico
Department of Game and Fish and
the City of Albuquerque, the Expo
will be held from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Activities will include .22 rifle,
muzzleloader and shotgun shoot-
ing and instruction, casting, a rock-
climbing wall and archery. A
4,000-gallon aquarium will be back
this year, stocked with a variety of
large game fish. These fish will
become star attractions several
times a day when anglers will
tempt them with all kinds of lures
and presentations. 

This year’s newest attraction, a
catfish pond, will give children a
chance to catch-and-release a lunk-
er or two while they’re learning the

basics of fishing. 
The park is about 12 miles west of

the Interstate 40, Interstate 25
interchange in Albuquerque. Take
I-40 west and exit at Paseo del
Vulcan (Exit 149), turn right at the
stop sign, go four miles and turn
left on Shooting Range Road, then
travel three miles to the park. 

For more information about
New Mexico Outdoor Expo, call
(505) 841-8881. 

OKLAHOMA
Free Fishing Days 

The Oklahoma Wildlife
Conservation Commission
approved a resolution to designate
June 4-5 as Free Fishing Days in
Oklahoma and recognizes June 4-
12 as National Fishing and Boating
Week. Oklahoma was the first state
in the nation to offer free fishing
days 23 years ago and has since
been followed by dozens of other
states that have established similar
free fishing days.

“Free fishing days are a great
opportunity to introduce family
and friends to fishing,” said David
Warren, information and educa-
tion chief for the Wildlife
Department. 

BORDERING TEXAS
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CENTRAL    
BASTROP: Water stained. Black bass are fair
on chartreuse/green spinnerbaits and shallow
diving crankbaits in 5 - 10 feet. Crappie are
fair on minnows and red tube jigs. Channel
and blue catfish are fair on stinkbait and
nightcrawlers. Yellow catfish are slow.    
BROWNWOOD: Water stained; 69 degrees;
0.51' low. Black bass are excellent on spin-
nerbaits, June bug and dark soft plastic
worms, and brush hogs. Hybrid striper are fair
under lights. White bass are good under
lights. Crappie are good on small tubes and
minnows in the rivers and near the 279
Bridge. Channel catfish are fair on live bait.
Yellow catfish are fair on droplines and trot-
lines baited with live bait.    
BUCHANAN: Water clear; 68 degrees; 2.45'
low. Black bass are very good on weightless
pumpkin/chartreuse Whacky Sticks, white
Terminator spinnerbaits, and chartreuse/blue
back crankbaits on flats and points in 4 - 8
feet early. Striped bass are fair to good tight
lining live bait and vertically jigging ∏oz. Perk
Minnows and pearl Blade Runners from Flag
Island to Shaw Island in 28 feet. White bass
are fair on Spoiler Shads, Blade Runners, and
live minnows in 15 - 25 feet. Crappie are
good on white 1/16oz. Curb's crappie jigs and
minnows. Channel catfish are good on trot-
lines. Yellow and blue catfish to 16 pounds
are good on juglines and trotlines baited with
live and cut perch and carp.    
CANYON LAKE: Water gin clear; 68 degrees;
1.02' high. Black bass are good on πoz. white
Terminator spinnerbaits, πoz. Bleeding Shiner
Rat-L-Traps, and pumpkin/chartreuse Whacky
Sticks along break lines of flats in 6 - 12 feet.
Striped bass are fair on live bait at night
under lights. White bass are fair to good on
Spoiler Shads and pearl Blade Runners early,
and on live minnows at night under lights.
Smallmouth bass are fair to good on drop shot
pumpkin Devil's Tongues, smoke/red Snap
Back tubes, and root beer 3" grubs on ledges
and over rock piles in 12 - 25 feet. Crappie
are good on minnows, 1/16oz. tube jigs, and
Curb's crappie jigs in 8 - 10 feet. Channel
catfish are fair to good on trotlines baited with
live bait. Blue catfish are good on night-
crawlers, minnows, and perch in 18 feet.    
COLORADO RIVER: (At Colorado Bend State
Park) Water clear. Black bass are slow. Striped
bass are slow. White bass are slow. Crappie
are slow. Channel and blue catfish are fair on
trotlines baited with shrimp, nightcrawlers,
chicken, and cut shad. Yellow catfish are
excellent on trotlines baited with live bait.    
GRANBURY: Water stained; 0.46' low. Black
bass are fair on watermelon/red and white soft
plastic worms with white/red flake tails.
Striped bass are slow. White bass are fair on
minnows and silver crippled herring spoons.
Crappie are good on minnows and chartreuse
tube jigs. Catfish are good on nightcrawlers
and stinkbait.    
GRANGER: Water murky; 68 degrees; 0.39'
high. Black bass are fair on buzzbaits and
spinnerbaits upriver. White bass are fair on
slab spoons along main lake roadbeds.
Crappie are good on 1/32oz. marabou jigs in
3 - 15 feet. Blue catfish are good on cutbait
and shad. Yellow catfish are good on trotlines
baited with live perch in the Willis Creek Park
area.    
LBJ: Water stained; 68 degrees; 0.10' low.
Black bass to 5 pounds are good on
blue/chartreuse/white πoz. Terminator spinner-
baits, weightless watermelon/red Whacky
Sticks, and shallow running perch crankbaits
tight to stumps and laydowns in 4 - 6 feet.
Striped bass are fair on Spoiler Shads and
πoz. white bucktails at night. White bass are
fair early and good at night on 1∏" Li'l Fishies
and Blade Runners. Crappie are good on
white and chartreuse 1/32oz. Curb's crappie
jigs and minnows over brush in 2 - 6 feet.
Channel catfish are very good on live bait.
Yellow and blue catfish are good on trotlines.    
NAVARRO MILLS: Water murky; 0.16' low.
Black bass are slow. White bass are slow.
Crappie are fair on minnows. Channel and
blue catfish are fair on doughbait. Yellow cat-
fish are slow.    
PROCTOR: Water murky; 0.04' high. Black
bass are slow. Striped bass are good on shad.
White bass are good on shad. Crappie are fair
on minnows. Channel and blue catfish are
slow. Yellow catfish are slow.    
STILLHOUSE: Water clear; 67 degrees; 0.21'
high. Black bass are good on Carolina rigged
soft plastic worms and lizards. White bass are
good on minnows and silver spoons.
Smallmouth bass are slow. Crappie are good
on medium minnows. Channel and blue cat-
fish are fair on stinkbait, shrimp, and hot
dogs. Yellow catfish are slow.    
TRAVIS: Water clear; 70 degrees; 0.50' low.
Black bass to 4 pounds are good on red shad
worms, Yum Dinger stickbaits, and smoke
grubs in 6 - 22 feet. Striped bass are slow.
White bass to 1 pound are fair on crippled
herring spoons and smoke grubs in 20 - 30
feet. Crappie to 1 pound are fair on minnows
and pink tube jigs in 12 - 25 feet. Channel
and blue catfish to 10 pounds are good on
fresh cutbait and shrimp in 25 - 45 feet.
Yellow catfish are slow.    
WHITNEY: Water stained; 1.55' low. Black
bass are fair on watermelon/red and char-
treuse spinnerbaits, crankbaits, and soft plas-
tics. Striped bass are slow. White bass are fair
on minnows and striper jigs. Crappie are good
on minnows. Catfish are good on stinkbait,
liver, and nightcrawlers.    

NORTHEAST    
ATHENS: Water stained; 67-72 degrees; nor-
mal pool. Black bass are good on topwaters
and buzzbaits early and late. Crappie are good
on jigs and minnows around brush and reeds
in shallow water. Catfish are good on punch
bait and worms around baited holes.    
BOB SANDLIN: Water clear; 65-70 degrees;
0.11' low. Black bass are good on Texas
rigged pumpkinseed worms and topwaters.

Crappie  are good on jigs and minnows in 3-6
feet around heavy brush. White bass are good
on slabs, spoons and Rat-L-Traps around mid
lake humps. Catfish are good on punch bait in
10-20 feet around channel ledges.    
BRIDGEPORT: Water clear; 66-71 degrees.
Black bass good on Texas rigged worms and
Rat-L-Traps in 6-10 feet around main lake
points and rock rip rap. Crappie good on min-
nows  and jigs around reed beds and stick-
ups. White bass are excellent on slabs and
live shad in 12-15 feet around sandy points
close to deep water. Hybrid striper are excel-
lent on live shad in 10-16 feet. Channel cat-
fish are excellent in 10-15 feet on fresh shad
and punch bait.    
CADDO: Water clear; 67-71 degrees; 0.38'
high. Black bass are good on Texas rigged
worms and topwaters in 2-5 feet around
bream beds. Crappie are excellent on live
minnows in 3-6 feet along the river ledge
close to Johnson 's Ranch Marina-larger crap-
pie coming from the Louisiana side of the
lake. White bass in the main channels on
inline spinners and trolling with shad imita-
tion crankbaits. Channel catfish are good on
small live bream. Bream are excellent on
crickets, worms and small crawfish in shallow
water.    
CEDAR CREEK: Water stained; 67-71 degrees;
0.11' low. Black bass are good on Texas
rigged worms around concrete structures.
White bass are excellent on TNT Lures in 22-
25 feet on main lake humps. Hybrid striper
are good on Sassy Shad under the birds dur-
ing late afternoon out from Key Ranch
Estates. Crappie are good on tube jigs and
small minnows in 4-6 feet docks with brush.
Catfish are excellent in 4-15 feet on fresh
shad and prepared baits out from windblown
banks and drift fishing in 18-24 feet.    
COOPER: Water stained; 66-70 degrees. Black
bass are good on Top Dog black/blue lizards
and Rat-L-Traps. Crappie are good on min-
nows and pearl Betts Krinkle jigs with a slip
cork in 3-6 feet. Catfish are excellent on trot-
lines baited with live bait and in baited holes
on punch bait in 8-16 feet along creek chan-
nels. White bass are good on white bucktail
jigs and chrome Rat-L-Traps.    
FAIRFIELD: Water clear; 68-77 degrees; normal
pool. Black bass are fair on worms and Rat-L-
Traps back in shallow water close to creek
channels. Crappie are slow. Catfish are excel-
lent on small pieces of cut bait and punch
bait around sandy points in 6-10 feet.
Redfish are fair on large Rat-L-Traps and shad
imitation soft plastics. Bream are excellent on
worms in 2-4 feet.    
FORK: Water clear 67-71 degrees; 0.20' low.
Black bass are good on watermelon seed
Flukes rigged with a split shot or Carolina
rigged green pumpkin lizard fished in spawn-
ing flats. Most bass have spawned but some
are still on nests. Crappie are excellent on
minnows in 4-5 feet around heavy shoreline
reeds and brush. Catfish are excellent on min-
nows and Danny King's Punch Bait in 4-8
feet.    
GRAPEVINE: Water stained; 66-70 degrees;
normal pool. Black bass are good on plastic
worms, Rat-L-Traps and spinnerbaits around
riprap and pockets off the main lake. Crappie
are fair to good on minnows around docks
with brush and around standing timber on the
north end of the lake. White bass are good on
TailHummers and TNT Lures around humps
and points in 15-25 feet. Catfish are good on
prepared baits and fresh shad in 15-20 feet
in baited holes.    
JOE POOL: Water stained; 67-71 degrees;
0.13' low. Black bass are good around points
near the mouth of coves on Carolina rigged
soft plastics and Rat-L-Traps. Crappie are
good on live minnows and jigs around shore-
line reed beds.  White bass are good on TNT
lures and TailHummers in 12-15 feet around
main lake points. Channel catfish are good
drift fishing fresh shad and punch bait around
points and humps in 10-20 feet.    
LAKE O' THE PINES: Water stained; 68-71
degrees; 0.07' low. Black bass are good on
plastic worms rigged Texas style and topwaters
early and late. Crappie are good on minnows
in 3-8 feet around brush and submerged
brush piles. White bass are fair on jigging
spoons and live minnows. Catfish are good in
15-20 feet on blood bait and worms in holes
baited with soured grain.    
LAVON: Water stained; 67-71 degrees; 0.06'
low. Black bass are good on Texas rigged
lizards and worms around riprap and lay down
logs and brush in 3-8 feet. Crappie are good
on minnows in 8-15 feet around standing tim-
ber and brush. White bass are fair on slabs
and lead tail spinners, beginning to chase
shad along the banks during early morning.
Catfish are good on punch bait and fresh shad
in 4-8 feet around mid-lake points.    
LEWISVILLE: Water stained; 67-71 degrees;
0.32' low. Black bass are good on spinner-
baits and plastic worms around tire break
waters and rock riprap. Crappie are good on
minnows and jigs in 3-6 feet around reeds
and shallow brush. White bass are good on
slabs in 16-24 feet around main lake points
and humps and under the birds. Catfish are
good on Danny King's Punch Bait and fresh
shad in 4-10 feet.    
MARTIN CREEK: Water clear; 68 degrees mid-
lake, 78 at hot water discharge; normal pool.
Black bass are good in 3-8 feet on Wave
Worms fished weightless. Crappie are good on
minnows in 4-8 feet over submerged brush
and timber. Catfish are excellent on trotlines
and jug lines in 10 feet baited with cut bait
and punch bait.    
MONTICELLO: Water clear; 68 degrees upper
end, 77 degrees at hot water discharge; nor-
mal pool. Black bass are fair on topwaters
early and late and plastic worms during mid-
day. Crappie are slow. Channel catfish are
good on punch bait in 10-20 feet.    
PALESTINE: Water clear; 67-71 degrees; 0.19
low Black bass are good on red shad worms
and Rat-L-Traps in 4-10 feet around points
close to deep water. Crappie are good on min-

nows and jigs in 2-6 feet around brush and
stickups. Catfish are excellent on punch bait
in 4-12 feet. White bass are good on slabs,
spoons and Sassy Shads around mid-lake
points. Hybrid stripers are fair on live shad
and Sassy Shads.    
PAT MAYSE: Water clear; 67-71 degrees; nor-
mal pool. Black bass are good on topwaters
and soft plastic shad imitations. Crappie are
good on black/chartreuse Betts Crinkle jigs
and small live minnows in 2-4 feet. Catfish
are excellent on punch bait along submerged
creek ledges in 4-8 feet. White bass are good
on slabs in 12-20 feet around humps. Hybrid
striper are excellent on large Rat-L-Traps and
topwaters around main lake humps and points
in the Sanders Cove area.    
RAY HUBBARD: Water stained; 68-71 degrees;
0.14' low. Black bass are good on lizards,
worms rigged with light weights and Rat-L-
Traps around rip rap. Crappie are good on jigs
around cattails in 2-6 feet. White bass are
good on slabs and jigging spoons in 15-24
feet around Robertson Park and the Heath
Boat Ramp. Hybrid striper are fair in 20 feet
on live shad and perch. Catfish are good on
fresh shad and punch bait in 15-20 feet on
holes baited with soured grain.    
RAY ROBERTS: Water clear; 68-70 degrees;
0.05' high. Black bass are good on Carolina
rigged centipedes in 8-15 feet around main
lake points with vegetation. Crappie are excel-
lent on minnows and black/chartreuse jigs in
shallow water back in creeks and along shore-
line brush and reeds.  White bass are excel-
lent on spoons and slabs in 22-28 feet.
Catfish are good on punch baits and fresh
shad in 12-20 feet.    
RICHLAND CHAMBERS: Water stained; 68-72
degrees; 0.16' low. Black bass are fair on
Carolina rigs and Rat-L-Traps around main
lake and secondary points. White bass are
good on chartreuse slabs fished close to the
bottom in 20-24 feet around submerged oil
well pads and points- follow the birds to the
widespread schooling action.  Hybrid stripers
are fair in the lower lake on Sassy Shad and
slabs. Crappie are fair on minnows in 6-8 feet
around heavy brush and timber in feeder
creeks around Oak Cove Marina. Catfish are
excellent on Danny King's Punch Bait and
fresh shad in 15-20 feet around the 309
Flats and the Rail Road Trestle.    
TAWAKONI: Water stained; 67-70 degrees;
0.68' low. Black bass are fair on plastic
worms and spinnerbaits around shoreline
cover in 4-8 feet. Crappie are good on live
minnows jigs in 6-12 feet at the Duck Cove
Fishing Barge and around man made brush
piles.  White bass are excellent on 1oz. white
or chartreuse Holiday Slabs on humps out
from the mouth of Wolf Cove. Striped bass
and hybrid striper are good under the birds on
4" Sassy Shad. Catfish are good on fresh shad
and punch bait in 15-20 feet around points
close to the mouth of creeks    
TEXOMA: Water clear; 67-70 degrees; 4.40'
low. Largemouth bass are good on spinner-
baits and soft plastics rigged Carolina style.
Smallmouth bass are good on crawfish imita-
tion crankbaits out from rocky points. Crappie
are good on minnows around docks with
brush. Striped bass are good on Sassy Shad
and live bait, look for stripers staging on
humps adjacent river and creek channels.
Blue catfish are excellent on Danny King's
Punch Bait and cut shad in the back of coves
in 4-8 feet.    

SOUTH    
AMISTAD: Water clear; 67 degrees. Black bass
to 5 pounds are very good on watermelon seed
and watermelon seed red soft plastics and
spinnerbaits, and on topwaters early. Striped
bass are good on red fin topwaters and striper
jigs near the dam and under birds. White bass
are fair on slabs. Crappie are slow. Channel
and blue catfish are fair on cheesebait and
prepared baits. Yellow catfish are fair on live
bait.    
BRAUNIG: Water stained; 85 degrees. Black
bass to 6 pounds are good on soft plastics
along shorelines and structure. Striped bass to
4 pounds are good on chicken livers and Tony
Accetta spoons. Redfish to 15 pounds are
good on live perch and tilapia, and fair down
rigging Tony Accetta Spoons. Channel catfish
to 3 pounds are excellent on shrimp, liver,
and stinkbait. Blue catfish are fair on chicken
livers, shrimp, stinkbait, and nightcrawlers.
Yellow catfish are slow.    
CALAVERAS: Water stained; 84 degrees. Black
bass to 5.5 pounds are good on soft plastic
worms and grubs around reed beds along the
shorelines. Striped bass to 5 pounds are good
on chicken livers, shad, and spoons. Redfish
to 18 pounds are excellent on perch and
shrimp on the bottom. Catfish are excellent on
nightcrawlers, shad, and liver in 10 - 20 feet.   
CHOKE CANYON: Water stained; 75 degrees;
0.04' low. Black bass to 10 pounds are good
on cotton candy YUM Wooly Hawg Craws,
chartreuse/white Norman Fat Boys, and rain-
bow trout Bomber Long "A's" on main lake
points in 5 - 10 feet. White bass are fair on
live minnows, chrome/black Norman Tiny
Ticers, and trolling white Bomber "A's" on
main lake points in 8 - 12 feet. Crappie are
good on white Curb's crappie jigs, chartreuse
Berkley Blade Runners, and live minnows over
brushpiles and pilings in 2 - 6 feet. Channel
and blue catfish are very good on Lewis King
punchbait, shrimp, and Redneck soap bait.
Yellow catfish are fair on trotlines and juglines
baited with hybrid bluegills, comets, and large
minnows.    
COLETO CREEK: Water stained; 84 degrees (77
degrees at hot water discharge); 0.05' low.
Black bass are fair on soft plastic worms in 8
feet. Striped bass are slow. White bass are
slow. Crappie to 1 pound are fair on minnows
in 8 - 10 feet. Channel and blue catfish are
fair on trotlines baited with perch and liver.
Yellow catfish are fair on trotlines baited with
live perch.    
FALCON: Water clear, 73 degrees. Black bass
are good on 6" pumpkinseed worms in Willow

trees and Rapala divers on drop-offs. Striped
bass are slow. Crappie are slow. Catfish are
good on shrimp, stinkbait, and nightcrawlers.
Yellow catfish are slow. Mexican fishing
licenses and boat permits are required to fish
in Mexican waters. Everyone in the boat must
have a Mexico Fishing License whether fishing
or not.    

SOUTHEAST 
CONROE: Water stained. Black bass are fair on
chartreuse/blue spinnerbaits, crankbaits, and
soft plastic worms and lizards in 8 - 15 feet.
Striped bass are slow. Crappie are fair on min-
nows and blue and red Curb's crappie jigs.
Catfish are fair on stinkbait, liver, and night-
crawlers.    
GIBBONS CREEK: Water stained. Black bass are
good on watermelon/red spinnerbaits and
shallow diving crankbaits. Crappie to 1 pound
are good on minnows and green tube jigs.
Catfish are good on stinkbait, minnows, and
frozen shrimp.    
HOUSTON COUNTY: Water stained with clear
shallows; 72 degrees; 0.57' high. Black bass
are very good on June bug worms with dark
blue flakes near the marina in 4 feet. Crappie
are fair on live minnows around piers late.
Red ear bream are excellent on live worms
around piers. Catfish are slow.    
LIVINGSTON: Water fairly clear; 71 degrees;
0.01' low. Black bass are good on soft plas-
tics. Striped bass are slow. White bass are
good on Charlie slabs, pet spoons, and hell-
benders. Crappie are very good on minnows.
Channel and blue catfish are good on shad.
Yellow catfish are slow.    
SAM RAYBURN: Water lightly stained; 68
degrees; 0.43' high. Black bass are fair on
firetiger/white spinnerbaits and crankbaits
along shorelines in 1 - 5 feet, and on Carolina
rigged soft plastics in hydrilla on main lake
flats. Crappie are fair on live minnows and
purple jigs around willows and in hydrilla.
Catfish are good on trotlines and juglines bait-
ed with live bait.    
TOLEDO BEND: Water stained north, clear
south; 70 degrees; 1.40' low. Black bass are
good on white/green spinnerbaits and
crankbaits in hydrilla in 8 - 15 feet, and on
watermelon/red Wacky worms and Texas
rigged soft plastics around docks and shallow
cover near secondary points. Crappie are good
on chartreuse/green tube jigs in hydrilla.    

PANHANDLE    
BAYLOR: Water lightly stained; 61 degrees.
Black bass are slow. Crappie are slow on min-
nows. Catfish are slow.    
GREENBELT: Water lightly stained; 60 degrees;
23' low. Black bass are fair on white spinner-
baits and green soft plastics or jigs along tree
lines and red crawfish crankbaits along main
lake points. Crappie are good on minnows and
jigs. White bass are good on live bait and Rat-
L-Traps along the dam. Smallmouth bass are
good on crankbaits and jerkbaits. Walleye are
good on live bait. Catfish are good on min-
nows and worms.    
MACKENZIE: Water lightly stained; 55 degrees;
64.25' low. Black bass are fair on white/char-
treuse spinnerbaits and live bait. Crappie are
fair on minnows and jigs. White bass and
striped bass are good on live bait and jigs.
Smallmouth bass are fair on live bait. Walleye
are fair on live bait and chrome with black
back jerkbaits. Catfish are fair on minnows
and chicken liver.    
MEREDITH: Water lightly stained; 54 degrees;
21.2' low. Black bass are fair on shad-colored
spinnerbaits and dark jigs near main lake
points, rocks and brush. Crappie are good on
jigs and minnows. White bass are good on live
bait. Smallmouth bass are fair. Walleye are
good on jerkbaits and crankbaits along north-
ern main lake points and along dam. Channel
catfish are fair on cut bait.    

WEST
ALAN HENRY: Water lightly stained; 58
degrees. Black bass to 8 pounds are good on
shad-colored spinnerbaits, white tubes or jigs
around the brush. Crappie are good on min-
nows and jigs in the brush.    
ARROWHEAD: Water muddy in upper end; 63
degrees; 4.5' low. Black bass are fair around
rocky areas and flooded brush on slow-rolled
spinnerbaits. Crappie are fair on minnows and
jigs - spawn beginning. White bass are fair on
shad-imitation baits. Blue catfish are good on
cut shad and prepared baits. All boat ramps
are open.     
COLORADO CITY: Water clear; 60 degrees; .35'
low. Black bass are slow. Crappie are slow.
White bass are slow. Redfish are slow. Catfish
are slow.    FT. PHANTOM HILL: Water clear;
61 degrees; .25' low. Black bass are slow.
Crappie are fair on live bait. White bass are
fair. Catfish are fair.    
HUBBARD CREEK: Water lightly stained; 60
degrees; 11.5' low. Black bass are fair on
shad-colored spinnerbaits and red crawfish or
chartreuse/black back crankbaits along main
lake points and humps. Crappie are good on
minnows and jigs. White bass and hybrid
striper are good on minnows. Catfish are good
on minnows or cut baits.    
NASWORTHY: Water lightly stained; 62
degrees. Black bass are fair. Crappie are good
on jigs and minnows. Redfish are fair. White
bass and striped bass are good on minnows.
Catfish are good on chicken liver and shad.      
O.H. IVIE: Water lightly stained; 63 degrees;
21.25' low. Black bass are fair on Carolina-
rigged chartreuse tipped soft plastics and live
baits along main lake points and shad-colored
spinnerbaits and chrome/blue back jerk baits
along brush lines. Crappie are good on min-
nows and jigs. White bass are good on live
bait and small crankbaits. Smallmouth bass
are fair on live bait. Channel catfish are good
on goldfish and cut baits.    
POSSUM KINGDOM: Water clear; 66 degrees;
3.6' low. Black bass are fair in Rock Creek
and Caddo areas. Crappie are slow on live

bait. White bass are good near Carter Bend
and Island. Striped bass are slow on live bait.
Blue Catfish are fair upper part of reservoir.
SPENCE: Water lightly stained; 62 degrees;
48' low. Black bass are fair on green pumpkin
soft plastics and shad-colored spinnerbaits.
Crappie are good on minnows and jigs. White
bass are fair. Striped bass and hybrid striper
are fair. Catfish are fair on live bait.    
STAMFORD: Water lightly stained; 60 degrees;
4' low. Black bass are slow. Crappie are fair
on jigs and minnows. White and striped bass
are fair on slabs tipped with minnows. Catfish
are fair on minnows.    
WHITE RIVER: Water lightly stained; 61
degrees; 17.75' low. Black bass to 7 pounds
are fair on white big tubes, shad-colored
crankbaits and junebug soft plastics around
the brush. Crappie are good on jigs and min-
nows. Walleye are fair on minnows. Channel
catfish are good on live bait and cut baits.    
WICHITA: Water clearing; 65 degrees. Black
bass are slow. Crappie are fair in old yacht
club, American Legion and Lakeside City
areas. White bass and hybrid striped bass are
good on large minnows, white twister-tails and
ghost minnows along dam and tight-lined near
the spillway. Channel catfish are fair on
shrimp, punchbait or shad.  Boat ramps are
open.  

COASTAL    
NORTH SABINE: Trout are good on the north
spoil bank shorelines on black Top Dogs and
Super Spooks. Flounder are good on the
Louisiana shoreline on mud minnows and red
shad plastics. Redfish are good on live shad
in the marsh.    
SOUTH SABINE: Trout are fair to  good on the
Reef on red shad and black Bass Assassins,
Trout Killers, Sand Eels and Stanley
Wedgetails. Trout, sand trout, redfish and
sheepshead are good at night from the
Causeway pier on live shrimp and tandem-
rigged Little Fishies.    
BOLIVAR: Trout are fair to good in protected
areas on topwaters and Corkies. Redfish and
black drum are good on cut-bait on the
beachfront and at Rollover Pass.    
TRINITY BAY: Trout are fair to good at
Spoonbill Reef on red shad and glow/char-
treuse plastics. Flounder are fair to good on
red shad plastics tipped with shrimp in the
bayous. Redfish, sand trout and black drum
are fair on live bait at the Spillway.    
EAST GALVESTON BAY: Trout and redfish are
fair to good while drifting open shell  on red
shad and glow/chartreuse Bass Assassins,
Trout Killers, Sand Eels and Hogies. Trout and
redfish are fair to good on the south shoreline
on plastics and live shrimp.    
WEST GALVESTON BAY: Trout are fair to good
while drifting deeper shell reefs on red shad
Bass Assassins, Sand Eels, Trout Killers and
Stanley Wedgetails. Trout are fair in the Ship
Channel on live shrimp and croakers.    
TEXAS CITY: Trout and redfish are fair to good
off the dike on live shrimp. Flounder are good
on the shorelines on mud minnows. Trout are
fair to good on the Dollar Flats and reefs on
red shad and plum plastics.    
FREEPORT: Trout are fair to good at San Luis
Pass on live shrimp. Sheepshead, gafftop and
whiting are good on fresh dead shrimp. Trout
and redfish are good in protected waters of
Christmas Bay on live shrimp.    
EAST MATAGORDA: Trout are fair on live
shrimp, black plastics and topwaters on pro-
tected shorelines. Redfish and flounder are
fair in the grass around Hog Island on gold
spoons and plastics.    
MATAGORDA: Trout are fair along the south
shoreline of West Bay from Cotton's  the
Middle Grounds on topwaters, red shad and
pumpkinseed/chartreuse Bass Assassins, Trout
Killers and  Sand Eels. Redfish are fair in
Oyster Lake and around Shell Island on live
shrimp under a popping cork.    
PORT O'CONNOR: Trout are good on live shrimp
under a popping cork and electric blue/char-
treuse and plum/chartreuse Bass Assassins
and Sand Eels around the protected reefs in
San Antonio Bay. Redfish are good in the
back lakes on live shrimp, She Dogs and soft
plastics.    
ROCKPORT: Trout are fair to good around
Traylor Island on croakers.  Redfish and a few
trout are good on live shrimp in protected
areas on the Estes Flats and in the California
Hole. Trout are good on the reefs on Copano
on live shrimp.    
PORT ARANSAS: Trout and redfish are fair to
good on the East Flats on live shrimp and
croakers. Trout and sand trout and gafftop are
good at the jetty on live shrimp. Red snapper
are  good offshore.    
CORPUS CHRISTI: Sand trout and gafftop are
good from the piers on shrimp, squid and cut-
bait. Trout are fair to good near the Causeway
on live shrimp. Trout are fair on topwaters at
Shamrock Cove.    
BAFFIN BAY: Trout are fair to  good on the King
Ranch shoreline on red/white plastics and live
shrimp. Trout, redfish, black drum and floun-
der are good in the Land Cut on live shrimp
and croakers. Redfish are good in Emmords
Hole on live shrimp.    
PORT MANSFIELD: Trout are good  in the
Intracoastal  on live shrimp and mullet.
Sheepshead, flounder, black drum, whiting
and croaker are good at the jetties. Trout and
black drum are good in the Land Cut on live
bait. Trout and redfish are fair to good while
drifting grass beds near the Saucer and Three
Island.    
SOUTH PADRE: Trout are fair to good at Twin
Bars on live shrimp under a popping cork. Trout
are fair to good at Laguna Vista and Airport
Cove on live shrimp under a popping cork.    
PORT ISABEL: Trout, redfish and drum are fair
to good at Un-Necessary Island and Gas-Well
Flats on live shrimp under a popping cork and
red shad plastics. Redfish are fair to good on
live shrimp and Top Dogs at Holly Beach and
Airport Cove.
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HEROES’ CORNER

ORPHANED DOLPHIN RESCUED
• Game Wardens Will Plumas and

James Dunks, along with Capt.
Ken Baker, assisted in the capture
and transportation of a baby dol-
phin that became isolated from
his mother in a new marina built
in Laguna Vista. The dolphin,
believed by National Marine
Fisheries Service biologists to be
about 20 pounds underweight,
was captured using beach seines
and transported to Port Aransas
for rehabilitation. Because of the
critical condition of the dolphin,
and time being an issue, an
escort was provided from point
of capture to final destination in
order to avoid any delays due to
traffic or unforeseen circum-
stances.

BUT OFFICER, HE WAS TRESPASSING
• Tarrant County Game Warden

Ronald Mathis made contact
with a man who had killed a Rio
Grande turkey two days before
the season opened. The man
stated that he was not hunting;
he was only trying to protect his
property. 

• Mathis also made contact with a
man in Johnson County who
had killed two Rio Grande
turkeys a day before the season
opened. 

ON THE ROAD AGAIN
• Limestone County Game

Warden Kurt Slaughter received a
complaint about road hunting
and arrived on the scene to find
four people walking down the
road. As luck would have it, the
driver had run off the roadway

and gotten stuck. A rifle, spot-
light, three rounds, and knife
were held for evidence. Three
men in the group were charged
with public intoxication and
hunting in a closed season (pub-
lic road), and the female in the
group was charged with con-
sumption of alcohol by a minor.

BOATING ACCIDENT TEAM FORMED
• Wardens Shawn Moore, Scott

Vaca, Penny Nixon and Turk
Jones are putting together a Boat
Accident Investigation Team at
the request of Capt. Robert
Goodrich. The team will respond
to fatality or serious injury acci-
dents and coordinate the investi-
gation with local authorities on
various lakes, including Lake
Travis. They are in the process of
developing equipment, response
protocols and investigative pro-
cedure guidelines to facilitate a
complete and thorough investi-
gation into these types of inci-
dents.

THE OYSTER CHRONICLES
• Victoria County Game Warden

Travis Haug filed charges on two
oyster boat captains for under-
size oysters in San Antonio Bay
recently. The oysters were
returned to the reefs.

• Galveston County game wardens
Ray Canales, Robert Waggett, and
Capt. Edward Tanuz caught two
commercial oyster boats harvest-
ing oysters from prohibited
waters. The two boat captains
were arrested and jailed.

• Galveston County game wardens
Ray Canales, Bobby Kana, Fred

Ruiz and Robert Waggett, along
with Capt. Edward Tanuz, Bill
Robinson, Chief of Fisheries
Enforcement, and David Blevins
with the FDA, caught five com-
mercial oyster boats harvesting
oysters from prohibited waters.
All five boat captains were arrest-
ed and jailed.

• Chief Bill Robinson, Maj. Larry
Young, and Capt. Henry
Balderamas met with David
Blevins of the Food and Drug
Administration to review patrols
of commercial oystering in
Aransas and Copano Bays.
Blevins was impressed with the
high number of patrols being
conducted and documented by
the game wardens.

• Aransas County Game Warden
Scott McLeod and Capt. Henry
Balderamas found a commercial
oyster boat preparing to unload a
cargo that contained 60 percent
undersize oysters. A citation was
issued and Capt. Balderamas
accompanied the boat back out
to Aransas Bay to unload the ille-
gal cargo. During this same
check, about 20 sacks of under-
size oysters that were also miss-
ing the certification tags were
found at the dock. Since no one
claimed the sacks, they were also
returned to Aransas Bay.

AN OPEN AND SHUT CASE
• Galveston County Game

Warden Bobby Kana received a
letter from the Senior
Enforcement Attorney with
NMFS advising him of the final
disposition on a case that he

made last year. Warden Kana
built this case against a local
shrimper for a bay Turtle
Excluder Device violation, and
then turned it over to NMFS offi-
cers for prosecution. The violator
ended up paying $2,500 for hav-
ing a sewn-shut TED.

THEY PAID DEARLY FOR DEER
• Kinney County Game Warden

Henry Lutz received final disposi-
tions on a couple of county court
cases this week. A defendant from
the Houston area who Lutz
caught killing several deer at
night pleaded guilty, paid a
$4,000 fine and had his hunting
license suspended for two years.
This was a companion case in
which the other defendant
already had pleaded guilty, paid a
$4,000 fine, had two guns forfeit-
ed  and lost his hunting license
for three years. 

THAT’S RIGHT, THEY’RE NOT FROM
TEXAS
• Game Warden Max Hartmann of

Gillespie County has been
involved in an extensive investi-
gation involving five hunters
from Louisiana. The investiga-
tion began in December of 2004
when Hartmann was checking
hunting camps in the White Bluff
area of Kimble County. When he
checked for licenses of a group of
out-of-state hunters, they
showed him two lifetime resi-
dent hunting licenses, and two
resident hunting licenses.
Because the deer in the hunters’
possession were all properly

WARDEN ASSISTS IN
SHOOTING CASE 

A warden responding to a
routine call about a rifle spotted
in a trash heap ended up
helping police in the shooting
case of Canton High School’s
football coach.

The coach, also athletic
director, was shot April 7 at
close range inside the field
house by a 45-year-old man,
who fled in a pickup.  The
suspect was arrested at 2 p.m. in
Northwest Smith County
without incident. Several
weapons were with him,
including handguns and assault
rifles.

Meanwhile, the coach was
flown to Tyler where he was
listed in critical condition.

At 5:15 p.m., after the
incident was winding down,
Van Zandt County Game
Warden Tim Walker was
dispatched to a county road
north of Canton to a reported
pile of trash with a rifle on top.
Walker arrived and found an
assault rifle with bayonet, a
license plate belonging to the
suspect’s pickup and various
gun cases. He secured the scene
for Texas Rangers.

Besides Walker, officers  from
area police departments, sheriff
offices, the district attorney’s
office,Texas Department of
Public Safety, Texas Ranger and
SWAT teams helped in the case.

Continued on page 18

GAME WARDEN BLOTTER

Want to share your great hunting or fishing adventure with the Lone Star Outdoor News family? E-mail your photo, phone and caption information to
editor@lonestaroutdoornews.com, or mail to: Heroes’ Corner, Lone Star Outdoor News, 9304 Forest Lane, Suite 114 South, Dallas, TX, 75243.

CLINT WETZEL, breaking the 8-lb mark on Lake Fork. 

WHIT GENTRY poses with 10-inch
bearded Tom taken at 140 yards
with a scoped rifle, Jacksboro.

Lake Fork fishing guide, BRIAN
DUPLECHAIN, posed with a 10.4-
pound largemouth bass he caught
recently on a   Wave Worm, Tiki-
Moko, Watermelon Red. The fish was
caught in six feet of water and then
released. Duplechain reports that
many fish have finished the spawn
and are moving into deeper water for
post spawn action. The males are still
shallow protecting the young fry but
there has been some good top water
action out deeper.

MATT MCCULLOUGH and son ROBERT (age 6) with a big hybrid he caught.  We
were trolling on Cedar Creek Lake. Robert reeled the fish all the way in and I
netted it.  The fish was released.

FEATURED HERO

GUS WHEELER, 8, poses with harvested bird taken in south
Texas. 8 3/4 inch beard.

WILL BLOUNT, 10, with a channel catfish
he caught at a freind’s farm pond in
Jack County.
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Crossword puzzle solution from page 14.

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND Waterfront
Properties on the Laguna Madre and
Gulf of Mexico. Call: David A. Lohse
Real Estate, Inc. (956) 761-6699

SOUTH TEXAS — Brooks, Duval, Jim
Hogg County Ranches. Call: David A.
Lohse Real Estate, Inc. (956) 761-6699

COLORADO PRIVATE LAND HUNTS
Guided hunts for Elk & Mule Deer
Comfortable lodging (719) 232-7652
mike@colparkoutfitters.com
www.colparkoutfitters.com

JOIN THE SALES TEAM at Lone Star
Outdoor News. If you are a proven
sales professional with three or more
years of sales experience and a
passion for hunting and fishing, please
e-mail cover letter and résumé to
editor@lonestaroutdoornews.com. 

GENERATION DUX, A DUCKS UNLIMITED
book, takes an oft-hilarious look at the
new generation of waterfowl hunters.
Delivered for $28.00 including
shipping, tax and handling. Call toll-
free (866) 361-2276.

Miss an issue of LONE STAR OUTDOOR
NEWS? Visit www.lonestaroutdoornews
to catch up, subscribe and give a gift.
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HUNTING
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PROPERTIES

SPRING CLASSIFIED SALE: SAVE 50% ON CLASSIFIEDS PLACED NOW THROUGH MAY!
Classified ads can include up to 20 words for only $7.50 per issue — that’s half our usual price! Each additional line
(about six words) is $5.00. Provided digital photo: $15.00 additional charge. Business card listings and classified ads

must be prepaid by credit card. Call (866) 361-2276 or e-mail: classifieds@lonestaroutdoornews.com.

CROSSWORD SOLUTION

Continued from page 17

Game Warden Blotter
tagged and they were in an area
of the county where there was no
radio or phone communication,
Hartmann obtained identifiers
on all the hunters. The landown-
er was a member of a wildlife
management association and
had the hunters complete a
hunting lease record book,
which provided an excellent
resource for follow-up. This
three-month investigation pro-
duced five second degree felonies
for tampering with a govern-
mental record by falsifying a
license with the intent to
defraud. Also,  24 white-tailed
deer killed in Kimble County by
the five hunters could  result in
24 Class C misdemeanor charges
for hunting without a valid non-
resident license, restitution on all
deer, plus Lacey Act violations for
transporting the deer across a
state line. Orange County Game
Warden Ryan Hall, Chambers
County Game Warden Donnie
Robertson and Lt. Game Warden

Remy Broussard of Louisiana
helped in the investigation.

AWASH IN TROUBLES
• Burnet Game Warden Chris

Davis was checking fishermen on
the upper end of Lake Travis and
found two Liberty Hill men with
suspicious stories about who
owned the boat they had. Davis
checked out the registration and
found that the wrong Texas num-
bers were displayed on the vessel,
and the HIN numbers were diffi-
cult to read. After extensive inter-
views with each subject, the men
finally said they had found the
boat several years ago after a rise
in the water level, and put their
old registration numbers on the
boat to use it. Davis seized the
vessel and discovered the boat,
motor and trailer were stolen
from Llano County in 2000. The
operator was arrested and
charged with no fishing license
and registration violations. The
same man was found to be on

probation from Williamson
County and the warden turned
the case over to the Llano County
Sheriff’s Department.

BIG SKY WARDENS COME TO LONE
STAR STATE
• Dallas County Game Warden

Tom Carbone assisted two
Montana game wardens with an
investigation into illegal game
animal hunting. The Montana
game wardens were in the Dallas
area investigating 10 people on
charges of killing illegal game
animals and running illegal out-
fitting in Montana. While in
Texas, the Montana game war-
dens filed 10 cases and collected
around $4,000 in fines from sev-
eral Dallas area hunters. They
have more cases to file once they
get back in Montana and expect
more fines to stem from the
investigation. Van Zandt County
Game Warden Steve Stapleton
also assisted the Montana war-
dens.
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MAY 1-31: Fishing on the Rio Grande,
Black Gap WMA. Twenty-five camps
available along the Rio Grande. Fishing
license, and for ages 17 and older, an
Annual Hunting or Limited Public Use
Permit required. For more information,
call (432) 376-2216 or (432) 837-
3251 during normal business hours.

MAY 14, 28: Wild Boar Hunt, Fennessey
Ranch. Hunters are placed in African-
style brush blinds at daylight to hunt
Russian boar on our private 4,000-acre
ranch. Limited spaces and habitat
management make this hunt run 98
percent success rate. Bring an ice chest
to pack home your meat. Daylight-dark;
fees $150 Texas State Park Pass
members, $160 non-members;
reservations required (361) 529-6600.

MAY 14: First T.R.E.E.S. Team Bass
Tournament and Kids Bank Fish, Loyd
Park at Joe Pool Lake, Grand Prairie.
The Trinity River Environmental
Education Society, a non-profit
organization dedicated to preserving
and protecting the Trinity River
Watershed, hosts the first of what will
be an annual event for fun and fund
raising. The Kids Bank Fish begins at
8:30 a.m. and prizes will be given
hourly. Entry cost is $10 per person.
The Team Bass Tournament begins at
6:30 a.m. with pre-registration to start
at 5:30 a.m. Go to
www.burlesontx.com for more
information or call (817) 451-6860. 

MAY 14: CCATS and the City of West
Tawakoni Catfish Tournament, West
Tawakoni. The tournament entry fee is
$50 per team, open tournament. The
event will run 7 a.m. - 2 p.m. Call the
city at (903) 447-2285, or visit

www.ccatfishing.com for more
information.

MAY 14: Fourth Annual Carp Fishing
Event, Cedar Hill State Park. Test your
fishing skills fishing for golden carp
with the Carp Anglers Group. Some
fishing tackle available for use or bring
your own equipment. 9 a.m.-noon; call
to confirm program (972) 291-3900.

MAY 14: Media Bass 2005 Team Trails
Central Teams Tournament, Lake
Palestine. Friday registration is 6 - 8
p.m. at Porter’s Sporting Goods on
Highway 155 South. Entry fee and
membership fee required. For more
information, call Gordon Stauffer at
(972) 222-2207.

MAY 14: National Wild turkey
Federation Hill Country Chapter Texas
Hunting Heritage Banquet, Turner Hall,
Fredericksburg. For more information,
contact Ed Harlow at (830) 997-7510.

MAY 14: Media Bass 2005 Team Trails
Northeast Teams Tournament, Lake
Tawakoni. Saturday registration is at 5
a.m. Take-off and weigh-in are at Lake
Tawakoni State Park. Entry fee and
membership fee required. For more
information, call Eldon Stout at (972)
222-3751.

MAY 18: Dallas Safari Club Monthly
Meeting, Bent Tree Country Club,
Dallas. Annual member trophy
competition awards. Cocktails at 6:30
p.m., dinner at 7:15 p.m. $35 per
person before May 16, $40 after May
16; children $15. For more
information, call (972) 980-9800 or
(800) 946-4868.

MAY 14: Shimano Fishing Tour, Fun-n-
Sun, Hurst. Learn techniques and tips
from the experts at Shimano. Register
for prizes and test out the gear. For
more information, call (817) 280-
0480.

MAY 14: Bellaire Ducks Unlimited
Dinner, Bellaire Banquet Center,
Bellaire. For more information, contact
Buzz Darilek at (713) 661-6264, Tom

Kane at (713) 664-4842 or e-mail
jamesdarilek@sbcglobal.net.

MAY 14 -15: NASCAR Days, Bass Pro
Shops, Katy. Fun and games for the
entire family. Come and test your skills
with the casting contest - put the plug
in the target and spin the wheel for
great prizes. There will also be a 1/18
scale race track set up so the kids can
compete in Time Trials on the electric
track. Younger kids can spend a few
minutes at the coloring station, using
free coloring sheets and crayons or
participate in the mini-wind-up car
races. For more information call (281)
644-2200.

MAY 16: Shimano Fishing Tour,
Academy Sports and Outdoors,
Grapevine. Learn techniques and tips
from the experts at Shimano. For more
information, call (817) 410-4200.

MAY 17: Shimano Fishing Tour,
Academy Sports and Outdoors, North
Richland Hills. Learn techniques and
tips from the experts at Shimano. For
more information, call (817) 428-1618.

MAY 19: Coastal Conservation
Association Tomball/Magnolia Banquet,
VFW Hall, Tomball. 6 - 10 p.m. Call
Robert Taylor at (713) 626-4222 for
more information.

MAY 19: Coastal Conservation
Association Inland Chapters Austin
Banquet, Austin Music Hall, Austin. 6
p.m. - 10 p.m. Call Robby Byers at
(713) 626-4222 for more information.

MAY 20: Ducks Unlimited West
Houston Dinner, Farm and Ranch Club,
Houston. For more information, contact
Matthew Boane at (281) 496-9226 or
e-mail mboane@earthlink.net.

MAY 20-22: Becoming an Outdoors-
Woman Workshop, Texas Baptist
Encampment. This three-day weekend
workshop provides participants with a
chance to learn new outdoor skills in a
fun and relaxing atmosphere. Class
topics are diverse and participants
need not have any experience to enjoy

themselves. We teach classes in
kayaking, camping, outdoor cooking,
birding and more. Come join the fun.
10 a.m. May 20 through 1 p.m. May
22; fee $185 per person; reservations
required. For more information visit
www.tpwd.state.tx.us/edu/baow/ or call
(512) 389-8198.

MAY 21: Media Bass 2005 Team Trails
East Teams Tournament, Lake Tyler.
Entry fee and membershiip fee
required. For more information, call
Aaron Palmer at (903) 856-5473. 

MAY 21: Wal-Mart Kids’ All-American
Fishing Derby, Galveston Island State
Park. Bring your gear and have fun
fishing. Open to kids 15 and under
with prizes given and a chance to win
state and national prizes. 10 a.m. - 2
p.m. For more information, call (409)
737-1222.

MAY 21: Media Bass 2005 Team Trails
ArkaTex Teams Tournament, Wright
Patman Lake. Entry fee and
membership fee required. For more
information, contact Chad Cranford at
(870) 898-6296. 

MAY 21: National Wild Turkey
Federation Katy Prairie Chapter Texas
Hunting Heritage Banquet, Great
Southwestern Equestrian Center, Katy.
For more information, contact Karla
Chando at (281) 644-2252.

MAY 21: First Lake Colorado City
HydroBike Race and Relay, Lake
Colorado City State Park. Teams of four
will compete. Early registration $20
before May 8th, $25 after; reservations
required (325) 728-3931.

MAY 21: Media Bass 2005 Team Trails
Southeast Teams Tournament, Lake
Conroe. Saturday registration is at 5
a.m. Take-off and weigh-in are at April
Plaza Marina. Membership required,
$30. Entry fee to Media Bass
tournaments is $150 per team of two.
One place is paid for every five team
entrants. For more information, call
Ray Ford at (972) 336-0731.

MAY 21: National Wild Turkey
Federation Blackwater Prairie Chapter
Texas Hunting Heritage Banquet,
Fletcher Warren Civic Center, Greenville.
For more information, contact James
Handley at (903) 455-1631 or e-mail
txlawdog35@yahoo.com.

MAY 21: Media Bass 2005 Team Trails
Slot Lakes Team Tournament, Ray
Roberts Lake. Entry fee and
membership fee required.For more
information, call Eldon Stout at (972)
222-3751.

MAY 21: Shimano Fishing Tour Extreme
Edge Kayak Fishing Tournament,
Galveston. Hosted by Fishing Tackle
Unlimited, Houston. This is a three-
fish (flounder, redfish, trout) catch,
photograph and release event. Entry
fee is $125 from 13 days before the
tournament until the captain’s meeting.
For more information call Rick Roberts
at (877) 621-1010.
rick@extremeedgefishing.com.

MAY 24: Ducks Unlimited Canton Fun
Night, Canton on the Mountain,
Canton. Speakers include TXDU
District chairman Doug Jones & ETX
Regional Director J.E. “Yaxoo” Thomas.
Enjoy burgers, hot dogs. For more
information, call Paul Bridgefarmer at
(903) 567-4164 or e-mail
paulbridgefarmer@txfb-ins.com.

MAY 26: Ducks Unlimited Metrocrest
(Addison) Dinner, Addison Convention
Center. For more information contact
Rob Gokey at (972) 234-3933.

MAY 26: Basic Canoe Skills Clinic, Inks
Lake State Park. First-time boaters,
learn the skills needed to enjoy a canoe
trip. The clinic will focus on the basics
of canoeing—paddling, steering and
stabilizing the canoe. Wear footwear that
can get wet. Space is limited. 2-3 p.m.
Call (512) 793-2223 for reservatons.

MAY 26: Coastal Conservation
Association Lower Coast Laredo
Banquet, Laredo Civic Center, Laredo.
6 p.m. - 10 p.m. Call Robby Byers at
(800) 626-4222 for more information.

HAVE AN EVENT
TO PUBLICIZE?

E-mail it to 
editor@lonestaroutdoornews.com.
Events must be open to the public.




