
By David Sikes

The one thing proponents of
reopening Cedar Bayou didn’t
think they needed was addition-
al environmental studies.

They were wrong.
Rockport’s Lynn Edwards, the

leader of Save Cedar Bayou Inc.,
recently suffered an unexpected
setback to her longtime effort to
dredge the shallow pass that sep-
arates Matagorda and San Jose
islands and her plan to remove
the manmade dam that plugs
nearby Vinson Slough.
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Two North Carolina state
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salmon were broken within a
day of each other.
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Beginning Sept. 1, Lower
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— spotted seatrout.
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Hunting the Coues whitetail
is a great challenge for
hunters who want to get out
of their blinds and away
from feeders. Hunters hike
far to find open areas that
might yield a glimpse and
maybe even a shot at the
now-you-see-him-now-you-
don’t deer.
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A permit to hunt a Desert
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the Oct. 5 EXPO Banquet &
Conservation Hall of Fame
Celebration at the Hyatt Lost
Pines Resort near Austin. 
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Bass in 
summer 

ways
Fish ‘holding in

tight groups’
By Craig Nyhus

The summer heat has arrived in full force in most
of the state, causing many bass fishermen to put up
their poles. But some anglers are still finding large-
mouths despite the high water and high water tem-
peratures.

“It’s not too bad if you can stand the heat,” said
John Tanner, a Lake Fork guide and FLW Tour pro.
“The fish are in a typical summer pattern. You can
catch them anywhere from 24 to 28 feet off the sides
of the ridges and points.”

Tanner said the fish are schooling. “They are hold-
ing in tight groups, and you need to find them with
the electronics and be right on top of them,” he said.

The best times have been late in the evening and in
the early morning, and soft plastics have worked the
best. “We’re using Carolina-rigged lizards and brush
hogs or Texas-rigged 10-inch worms,” Tanner said.
“And when the fish are suspended, we’ve been catch-
ing them on big spoons.”

Fishing has been mixed at Lake Amistad, said guide
Stan Gerzsenyi. “There has been a lot of schooling of

BACK TO SCHOOL: Locating summer schools of fish is a key to hot-weather fishing success. Photo by David
J. Sams.

SILENCE OVER SPEED: Lighter arrows, although slower, are more quiet when fired,
reducing the risk of the deer reacting to the shot.

SILENCE OF THE STRINGS
Deer react to slightest bow 

sound to avoid archer’s shot
By Bill Miller 

“Jumping the string” is when a
whitetail buck proves that he is, in
fact, faster than a speeding broad-
head.

Novice bowhunters experience it
when they let fly a well-aimed shot,
only to see their target duck under the
arrow’s path.

But that wouldn’t happen if the
buck wasn’t warned by the rattle of
the bow or the twang of its string.

“People call it jumping the string,
but he doesn’t know where that sound
is coming from,’’ said author Jim
Hamm of Goldthwaite. “It’s just an
odd sound and he’s reacting to it.”

Hamm has written extensively on
hunting with traditional wooden
bows but, he said, it’s important to
silence any archery setup, whether it’s
made from aluminum or hickory.

A traditional longbow, Hamm
explained, launches an arrow at 150
feet per second, and a compound bow

Cedar Bayou concerns
put project on hold

See SUMMER, Page 22

See BOWS, Page 18
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Waterfowl hunters in Texas will
have the option of purchasing a
Federal Duck Stamp electronically
this year, as part of a three-year
joint effort between the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service and nine state
fish and wildlife agencies, includ-
ing Texas Parks and Wildlife.

Hunters who buy the Federal
Duck Stamp from license retailers
this year will be issued the actual
stamp at the time of purchase and
pay the face value of $15. 

However, purchases of the
Federal Duck Stamp at TPW loca-
tions — game warden offices, state
parks and other sites that sell licens-
es — as well as online and phone
transactions, will consist of an elec-
tronic authorization. The actual
stamp will be mailed separately. 

These locations will only sell the

new electronic Federal Duck Stamp,
which costs $17, reflecting addi-
tional shipping and handling fees.

To hunt any migratory game bird
in Texas, hunters must have a valid
Texas hunting license, HIP (Harvest
Information Program) certification
and a Texas Migratory Game Bird
Stamp ($7). 

Along with this state stamp, they
must also have a Federal Duck
Stamp ($15 hard copy or $17 elec-
tronic) to hunt ducks or geese.

The new electronic Federal Duck
Stamp program allows the fish and
wildlife agencies of Arkansas,
Colorado, Florida, Idaho,
Maryland, Minnesota, New York,
Texas and Wisconsin to sell stamps
electronically through their indi-
vidual automated licensing sys-
tems, providing a special receipt as

proof of purchase. 
This proof of purchase — a

unique code given to the purchaser
instantly — will be accepted as evi-
dence of a Federal Duck Stamp pur-
chase for 45 days — time enough
for the printed stamp to arrive in
the mail.

Funds from Federal Duck Stamp
sales are a vital tool for wetland
conservation, with 98 cents of
every dollar generated used to pur-
chase or lease wetland habitat for
the National Wildlife Refuge
System. 

Since the stamp’s inception in
1934, more than $700 million has
been raised to acquire more than
5.2 million acres of waterfowl habi-
tat. In 2005, more than 1.6 million
Federal Duck Stamps were sold.
A Texas Parks and Wildlife report.
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A permit to hunt a Desert
Bighorn Sheep in West Texas will
highlight the auction at the Oct. 5
EXPO Banquet & Conservation
Hall of Fame Celebration at the
Hyatt Lost Pines Resort near
Austin. 

Hosted by the Texas Parks &
Wildlife Foundation, the official
non-profit partner of Texas Parks
and Wildlife, the event also fea-
tures the induction of the Hall of
Fame’s first class — the late Perry
R. Bass and the Desert Bighorn
Society.  

Depending on results of the

annual August sheep survey con-
ducted by the Department, the
winning bidder will be allowed to
hunt a trophy ram immediately
or on a next-available permit
basis.

The hunt will be conducted on
one of the state’s premier wildlife
management areas — Elephant
Mountain, Sierra Diablo or Black
Gap.

While this is by no means a
guaranteed hunt, the hunter suc-
cess ratio is very high. The last two
similar permits resulted in 180-
plus class rams. 

The hunt is for up to 10 days in
the field with expert guides pro-
vided by TPW. 

First-class meals and camp will
be provided by the Foundation.
One non-hunting companion
may also participate.

The Foundation hopes this per-
mit will set revenue records by
surpassing $102,000, with permit
proceeds going into the Desert
Bighorn Sheep program. Persons
wishing to bid may do so in per-
son or by telephone.
A Texas Parks & Wildlife Founda-
tion report.

Desert Bighorn Sheep permit 
offered at EXPO banquet auction

New way to buy Federal Duck 
Stamps: The E-Duck Stamp

FOR SALE
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HUNTING

By Bill Miller

A whitetail buck scoring 135
Boone and Crockett might be a
respectable deer in Texas, but by
no means a record-breaker.

Not so in the desert Southwest
and parts of northern Mexico.

The non-typical Coues white-
tail from Sonora, Mexico that
James Schacherl of Waelder shot
in 2005 scored 134 4/8. It was the
top trophy in its class during the
recent Boone and Crockett
Club’s awards banquet in Fort
Worth.

That’s because the average
Coues buck is a bantam that
dresses out at about 80 pounds.
His rack frequently scores below
120. 

Amanda Moors, a wildlife biol-
ogist from Globe, Ariz., said she
loves the species for its grace and
beauty, but this elusive deer is
tough and agile, too.

“The terrain is so rugged and
they seem so at home in it,” she
said. “Everyone calls them the
‘Gray Ghost’ because they seem
to disappear in open country.”

Hunting this deer is a great
challenge, Moors said, for Texans
who want to get out of their
blinds and away from feeders.

But, the Lone Star hunter might
ask, with a deer that small,
where’s the sport?

Successful Coues hunters
endure arid country that’s stud-
ded with cactus, cat claw and
jagged rock. They hike far to find
open areas that might yield a
glimpse and maybe even a shot at
the now-you-see-him-now-you-
don’t deer.

To survive among bobcats and
mountain lions, the Coues buck
likes to survey his world from
craggy hilltops. Consequently,

good hunters learn to spot the
deer from as far away as 1,000
yards, Moors said.

Then they stalk to within range
of a flat-shooting rifle; of course,
the challenge is tougher for bow
hunters.

Remember, this is a whitetail,
no different from his cousin, the
Texas Hill Country buck. Both
flee odd noises, but while the
Texas deer bolts for cover, the
Coues quietly sneaks back into
the brush.

So be prepared to take long shot
at a small target.

Moors said her caliber of choice
is pretty common among Coues
hunters – a .270 tipped with a 130-
grain bullet.

She limits her shots to about
300 yards. She added, however,
that some serious trophy hunters
use rifles chambered for .300
Winchester Magnums or larger to
deliver a fatal pop at 500 yards or
more.

They also pack big optics, and
not just on their rifle scopes.
Large 15-by-56-power binoculars,
mounted on tripods help spot far-
off targets in the brush. 

These glasses cause less eye
fatigue than a spotting scope, but
Moors said some hunters pack
both because the scope is good for
judging a potential trophy rack. 

A good-size pack is needed to
tote all the gear, along with ample
water to avoid dehydration.

This all might sound like a lot of
trouble, but Coues fans say there
are bonuses for hunters who
appreciate all wildlife.

“Arizona is an amazing place to
be out glassing and glassing,”
Moors said. “You’re not going to
find just Coues, but also mule
deer and maybe even javalina.

“To me, any day out Coues
hunting is a good day.”

The elusive Coues whitetail deer
inhabits rugged terrain on both
sides of the southwestern border
with Mexico, where he has earned a
reputation stoked with colorful
adjectives.

“Diminutive,”’ “bantam-sized,”
“handsome” and “sly” are a few.

The moniker “Gray Ghost” refers
to this deer’s ability to evade preda-
tors by seemingly blending into the
landscape.

Its official name, however, comes

from the frontier army officer,
Elliott Coues, who first identified
this subspecies of whitetail in the
1860s. His name is pronounced
“cowz,” but most everyone pro-
nounces it “coos.”

Gun deer seasons in southwest-
ern states start in late October, and
tags are issued through draws. But
there are some interesting excep-
tions. For example, Arizona archery
tags are available over the counter in
December and January.

For information on season dates
and draw deadlines, see: Arizona
Game & Fish. www.gf.state.az.us;
and New Mexico Department of
Game and Fish, www.wildlife.state.
nm.us.

For more information, go to
www.coueswhitetail.com, a com-
prehensive Web site, complete with
hunting tips, game recipes, a guide
directory and even poetry. It’s main-
tained by biologist Amanda Moors
of Globe, Ariz.

Stalking the ‘Gray Ghost’
Bantam Coues whitetail deer elusive, agile

HARD TO SPOT: The Coues whitetail, although small, presents a unique hunting challenge. Photo by Arizona Game and Fish
Department.

If you go … the Coues deer, at a glance

ZEROING IN: Alexis Hendricks, of Lewisville, takes aim at a target at
the Dallas Safari Club S.A.F.E.T.Y. Extravaganza. Dallas Safari Club
is a sponsor of the National Archery in Schools Program.  

Archery program targets youth
10,000 students participate in Texas

By Hal Brown

There’s a youth movement afoot in
archery. Young bowmen are picking
up the sport, buying new equipment
and, probably, moving into hunting
leases.

Much of the credit goes to the
National Archery in Schools Program
(NASP), begun in Kentucky in 2002.

Real numbers on youth participa-
tion are difficult to come up with, but
Texas has almost 80 schools and
organizations using the program in
physical education classes or after-
school programs.  Steve Hall, director
of hunter education for Texas Parks
and Wildlife, said more than 100
schools will probably be using the pro-
gram by the end of 2007. TPW has
trained more than 260 instructors.
The department hired Burnie Kessner
to coordinate the program full-time.

The program was piloted in Texas in
2004 and launched officially in 2006.
Texas was the 16th state to adopt the
program nationally. Now there are
programs in every state but Rhode
Island, which is in the process of insti-
tuting it, as well as Australia and
Canada.

“We look for it to grow pretty big in
the next five years because it’s brand
new in Texas,” Kessner said.

“It’s pretty much statewide, urban
schools, rural schools, even home
schools are using it,” he said.

Kessner estimates around 10,000 stu-
dents have participated in the program
in Texas. Almost 398 of them from 43
schools showed up in Temple in
February for the second annual Texas
Archery in School Program
Championship. Numbers more than
tripled last year’s first state champi-
onships, which drew 126 students.

Students shot 30 arrows from 10
yards at standard 80cm Olympic bull’s-
eye targets, using a standard com-
pound bow with no sights. This year’s
competition was won by Kevin Brewer,
a elementary student at the University
of Houston Charter School, who shot
280 points out of a possible 300.
Middle school and high school win-
ners shot 279 to win their divisions. 

The format is Olympic style scoring
and competition. The bow is the
Mathews Genesis, a compound bow
where the draw weight is constant (10
to 20 pounds) after the first 15 inches.
That means no matter how long the
draw length, every shooter has the
same weight. 

National Archery in Schools
Program statistics show 29 percent of
the participants purchase archery
equipment. The surge in youthful
interest in archery isn’t being ignored
by equipment manufacturers, either.
They’re tailoring hunting bows to the
younger, smaller end of the market,
too.

“There used to be a void in low-
poundage (draw weight) bows that

had enough to shoot a big animal,”
said Cooper Knight, an archery tech-
nician at Cabela’s in Buda. “Draw
length was a big drawback. Now days
they’re starting to have these bows for
women and children that are light
weight, not real big but that still pack a
pretty good punch.”

Knight said many archery manufac-
turers are now offering programs that
let youngsters trade in their bows,
upgrading them as they grow up.

“Bows are pretty expensive, $300 to
$400 for a good setup,” he said. “You
can actually trade up for about $50.
They move up and go from a 20-to-30
pound bow and take it to a 30-to-40
pound bow, and again from 40 to 50.
After you get to 50 pounds, you’re into
the bigger bows.”

Hall said excise taxes on archery
equipment sales directly support the
TASP program.

Jon Gauthier, with the Archery
Trade Association archery in schools
program, said while the program is
focused on target archery, it spins off
into more hunters, too.

“Minnesota has reported 2,000
more bow hunting license sales since
last year,” Gauthier said. “They
opened the NASP program about three
or four years ago and they haven’t
extended their programs or done any-
thing differently. NASP is the only new
program they’ve offered in the last five
or six years. They only thing they can
attribute it to is the NASP program.”
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Texas Parks and Wildlife has proposed
dates for the 2007-08 waterfowl seasons. The
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has approved a
liberal season package, permitting season
length and bag limits to be similar to last
year.

As of press time, the following season dates
and bag limits have been recommended.

North and South Zones —Youth-only
season from Oct. 27–28, and the regular sea-
son from Nov. 3–25 and Dec. 8–Jan. 27. This
season format will provide a two-week split
giving hunters and ducks a rest, while maxi-
mizing opportunity during peak historic
migrations. It will also provide hunting
opportunities until the end of the permitted
season framework, something many hunters
have requested.

High Plains Mallard Management
Unit — Youth-only season from Oct. 20-21,
and regular season from Oct. 26-Jan.27.

The proposed daily bag limit for all ducks is
five and may include no more than two red-
heads, two scaup, two wood ducks and one
aggregate duck.

Texas, along with four other states in the
Central Flyway, will be in the second year of
an experimental Hunter’s Choice bag limit
during the 2007-08 seasons.

The Hunter’s Choice allows hunters to
shoot five ducks daily, but only one in the
aggregate of certain species. In the aggregate
category of less abundant ducks, that one
bird could be either a pintail, or a canvas-
back, or a “dusky duck” (mottled, black duck
or Mexican-like duck) or a hen mallard.

For geese, a season similar to last year has
been proposed, except for an increase in the
Canada goose bag limit for the Western
Goose Zone.

Eastern Goose Zone — White-fronted
geese from Nov. 3–Jan. 13, and Canada and
light geese from Nov. 3–Jan. 27. The daily bag
limit is three Canada, two white-fronted and
20 light geese.

Western Goose Zone — Nov. 3–Feb. 5
with a daily bag limit of five dark geese, of
which four may be Canada geese and one
white-fronted. The bag limit on light geese is
20 per day.

The possession limit is twice the daily bag
limit for Canada and white-fronted geese
and there is no possession limit for “light
geese.”

The Light Goose Conservation Order will
start at the close of the regular goose seasons
and run through March 30 in both zones.
This allows relaxed regulations to hunt
through various atypical means in order to
control light goose overpopulation that
damaged its Canadian habitat.

Confirm the approved season dates,
expected to be finalized on Aug. 23, at
www.tpwd.state.tx.us.

Waterfowl season
dates proposed
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FISHING

By Danno Wise

Saturday, Sept. 1 will be a his-
toric day in Texas. That is the first
day saltwater fishermen will have
to conform to regional limits on
one of the state’s most popular
gamefish — spotted seatrout. 

As most anglers are aware,
seatrout stocks in the Lower
Laguna Madre — from the land-
cut south — will now be subject to
a 5-fish bag limit, as opposed to
the 10-fish bag that is in effect for
the remainder of the state’s
coastal waters.

As may be expected, the new
regulation is somewhat of a hot
topic in South Texas. Throughout
Texas Parks and Wildlife’s public
scoping process, opinions varied
among anglers and guides. With
the launch date for the new limit
looming, few, if any, of those
opinions have changed.

Although the TPW
Commission approved the
change, not everyone in the
Lower Laguna Madre area was in
favor of it. Several fishermen and
guides spoke out against the
change during the scoping meet-
ings. 

Some remain dissatisfied – for
various reasons — that it passed,
although the vast majority of dis-
senters seem to be fishing guides.
Two prominent Lower Laguna
Madre fishing guides who were

interviewed, but declined to allow
their names to be used, said they
felt the change would hurt their
business in the future, saying
anglers would opt to go elsewhere,
where they could still keep 10
trout.

Others disagreed not with the
new limit, but with the way it was
implemented.

“I think this was a good step for-
ward for conservation, but a bad
step for fisheries management,”
said Port Isabel guide Capt. Carlos
Garcia. “Conservation of our nat-
ural resources is very important,
that is the only way that my kids
and your kids will have fish to
catch in the future. But if we really
want to make an impact, it should
be done statewide. I don’t believe
one small area should be singled
out.”

Of course, the vast majority of
those who favored the move from
the outset are excited and fully
embrace the change.

“I think it’s a great move,” said
South Padre Island angler Shane
Wilson. “With the ever-increasing
fishing pressure we’re seeing, this
will help ensure we have plenty of
fish to catch in the future.”

Yet others are trying to turn
what some see as a slight into an
opportunity.

“You know, when all this first
came up, I didn’t know what to
think,” said Laguna Vista guide
Capt. Eddie Curry. “So, I went to

all the meetings and heard what
everybody had to say. Now that
it’s happening, I think it’s going to
be a good thing. I’m excited to see
what difference it can make.

“I also look at it this way: It gives
us a chance to show off all the

other species we have down here. I
mean, besides trout, we have red-
fish, snook, mangrove snapper,
flounder, tarpon — all kinds of
stuff to fish for.”

“If you’re not from here, I’d say
don’t let the lower limit keep you

from coming,” Curry concluded.
“If you don’t think 5 trout are
enough, 5 more really wouldn’t
make that much of a difference.
And, we’ve got a lot of other
opportunities that they don’t
have in those 10 trout bays.”

Anglers set to hook up 
with new trout limits
5-fish bag to begin in Lower Laguna Madre

FEWER FILLETS: Kayak anglers are not known for keeping big boxes of trout, but now all anglers in the Lower Laguna Madre may
only keep five.

California angler takes Bassmaster Elite event

Skeet Reese of Auburn, Calif.,
went wire to wire at the Capitol
Clash presented by Advance
Auto Parts on the Potomac River,
scoring his third BASS victory by
more than 8 pounds over Kelly
Jordon of Mineola. 

With the victory, Reese, who
totaled 66 pounds over four days,
now holds a sizable lead in the
season-long Toyota Tundra
Bassmaster Angler of the Year
Race.

Using a strategy he ran in 2006,
Reese regularly made long runs to
an area of the Potomac called
Nanjemoy Creek. Reese method-
ically worked every single piece
of cover with a Green Pumpkin
Berkley Power Hawg with a 3/8-
ounce Tru-Tungsten weight, with
an occasional pass with a Lucky
Craft BDS-2 crankbait.

“Never in a million years after
the practice I had this week would
I have expected to be holding this
trophy,” said Reese, who, with the
$100,000 first-place prize, has
now amassed more than $1 mil-
lion in career BASS earnings. “I
am so relieved. Finally, after all
those close calls, I am bringing a
trophy home.”

It was the first victory for Reese
in Elite Series competition. With
only one event remaining, the
seven-time Bassmaster Classic
qualifier opened up a more than
100-point advantage in the
Angler of the Year race over
Michigan’s Kevin VanDam, a
three-time AOY winner.

“It has been a phenomenal
year thus far,” Reese said. “I con-
sider the AOY the crown jewel of
bass fishing and to win would
solidify what I have been work-
ing on for all these years.”

The 2006 Capitol Clash
champion, Jordon, was happy
with second place after moving
up from eighth. He could not
overcome Saturday’s disap-
pointing haul of 7 pounds, 7
ounces, and missed the chance
to earn his fifth BASS win.
Jordon took home $30,000 with
the finish and inches closer,
with $990,000 in career BASS
earnings, to the $1 million
mark.

The 36-year-old primarily
flipped tubes to mats of grass

throughout the tournament.
Like Reese, he brought back a
strategy he used in 2006.

“It’s always disappointing to
finish second,” said Jordon,
who caught the biggest limit, 17
pounds, 2 ounces, of the final
day. “But I am thrilled that I was
able to move up after a frustrat-
ing Saturday.”

More than 1 pound behind
Jordon was Matt Reed of
Madisonville, who moved from
fifth to third with 56 pounds, 2
ounces. In fourth was Randy
Howell of Springville, Ala., with
55 pounds, 5 ounces. Rounding
out the top five was Chris Lane
of Winter Haven, Fla., with 54
pounds, 12 ounces.
A BASS Communications report.

CROWNING MOMENT: Skeet Reese hopes his Capitol Clash victory will lead to an
Angler of the Year title. Photo by BASS.

BIG PUSH: Defending Capitol Clash champion Kelly Jordan of Mineola moved from
eighth place to second on the final day. Photo by BASS.

Texan Kelly Jordan
captures 2nd place
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Humans and their domestic pets
aren’t alone in being at risk from
triple-digit summer heat, accord-
ing to a Texas Cooperative
Extension wildlife and fisheries
specialist. 

“When summer temperatures
climb, I start getting calls saying
‘my fish are dying,” said Dr. Billy
Higginbotham. 

July was one of the wettest
months on record, and most of the
estimated 1 million farm ponds in
Texas are full to overflowing, he
said. 

But though high-water levels
lessen the risk, they’re no guaran-
tee against large-scale fish die-offs
from oxygen depletion this time of
year, Higginbotham said. 

However, pond owners can take
preventive measures if they are
aware of the danger of oxygen
depletion and understand why it
happens, he said. 

The oxygen in water comes from
two main sources, Higginbotham
said. Aquatic plants, mostly single-
celled algae, produce enough oxy-
gen as a byproduct of photosynthe-
sis to maintain oxygen levels in
ponds. Wind also helps to aerate
the water with oxygen from the
atmosphere. 

Hot weather throws these natural
processes out of whack in two ways,
he said. First, warm water holds less
oxygen than cool water. Secondly,
because fish are cold-blooded ani-
mals, their metabolic rate rises with
warmer water temperatures. 

“So hot weather means the fish
need more oxygen at the same
time less oxygen may be avail-
able,” Higginbotham said. 

And if hot weather is accompa-
nied by cloud cover, the problem is
worsened. With less sunlight, pho-

tosynthesis is slowed and aquatic
plants produce less oxygen. 

As long as the stocking rates of
fish are relatively low and pond
volumes are up, pond owners may
not see fish die-offs. 

But if ponds are home to too
many pounds of fish, then it’s
almost a sure bet there will be die-
offs, he said. 

“Because catfish ponds are most
likely to be overstocked and inten-
sively managed, that’s where we
see the most fish die-offs from oxy-
gen depletion in hot weather,”
Higginbotham said. “If the total

pounds of fish exceeds 1,000 per
surface acre — that’s only 100
pounds of fish in a tenth-acre
pond — then your pond is a prime
candidate to suffer an oxygen
depletion problem before the
summer is over.” 

Higginbotham recommends
simple steps to determine pounds
of fish per surface area of pond. 

Begin by estimating the pond’s
surface area in acres. If the pond is
more or less rectangular, the sim-
plest way to determine its size is to
measure the length and width in
feet, then multiply these numbers

to get surface area in square feet.
Divide this number by 44,000,
which is roughly the number of
square feet in an acre. For exam-
ple, a pond 200-feet wide by 200-
feet long will have 40,000 square
feet of surface area, or about 1 acre.

Next, determine the pounds of
fish in the pond. One way to do
this is by knowing how many fish
were originally stocked, and how
many fish have been taken since
stocking. Another way is to catch
a few fish and weigh them. 

“Take the difference between
the number stocked and

removed, and multiply by the
average weight of the fish caught
to estimate the poundage,” he
said. 

Usually, though the pond
owner won’t need to do anything
to diagnose oxygen depletion.
Oxygen-starved fish will be seen
gasping at the surface or swim-
ming weakly to the edge of the
pond. Oxygen depletion affects
the larger fish first, Higginbotham
said. 

Because photosynthesis shuts
down during the night, oxygen
levels will lowest at daybreak.
Gasping fish will first be noticed
in the early to mid-morning
hours, he said. 

By the time that happens, it’s
too late to do much about reduc-
ing the stocking rate, but pond
owners who have a boat with an
outboard motor can remedy the
problem. Backing the boat trailer
into shallow water until the out-
board’s propellor is submerged
and leaving the motor running in
gear, churning the water, will
help the fish recover. 

Pumps can also be used to
increase oxygen, but their intakes
should be set within 2 or 3 feet
below the pond surface. 

“Pulling water from the near
pond bottom only compounds
the problem because that water
layer is already low in oxygen,”
Higginbotham said. 

Using either a boat or a pump is
only a temporary solution, he
said. 

“If the real problem is too many
fish present, it’s time to go fishing
and significantly lower the fish
population,” he said. 
A Texas Cooperative Extension
report.

‘Heat advisory’ issued for farm pond fish 
Rising temperatures often result in large-scale die-offs from lack of oxygen

SUMMER HEAT: Catfish are the most likely to die from oxygen depletion in small ponds, especially in overpopulated waters.
Photo by Texas Cooperative Extension.



DIDN’T SEEM TO HAVE 
A FISHING LICENSE

•Tarrant County Game Warden
Clint Borchardt, while patrolling
Eagle Mountain Lake for fishing
violations, approached a boat that
was in a group of about 10 boats
whose occupants were fishing. The
occupant of the boat could not
produce a fishing license. He also
had an expired boat registration
and possessed 34 sand bass in his
live well.  Cases pending.

THE ALLIGATOR WAS A NUISANCE
•A call was received concerning an
alligator that had been killed on a
private lake in Cherokee County.
After receiving photos from an
anonymous source of the father
and son proudly displaying their
kill, Game Warden Brian Bearden
was able to locate the alligator car-
cass on the 200-acre property.  The
father and son said the alligator
was killed because it was a nui-
sance.  Cases and civil restitution
on the 8-foot alligator are pending.

WARDEN STAYS BUSY 
DAY AND NIGHT

•While working the Toledo Bend
Spillway, Newton County Game
Warden Landon Spacek cited a
Louisiana man for possession of
four undersized black bass, and
eight fish over the bag limit.  Later
that same night, he cited a Newton
County resident for possession of
deer in closed season.  Cases pend-
ing.

FUN AND GAMES ENDS UP 
WITH THREE INJURED

•Dickens County Game Warden
Lacy Loudermilk was patrolling
White River Lake when he was
notified of a boating accident. A
female with a passenger was oper-
ating a PWC and decided to splash
her sister operating another PWC.

The two collided, injuring all three
riders.  The sister was flown by hel-
icopter to Lubbock UMC with
severe head injuries while the oth-
ers were transported by ambulance
to Lubbock UMC with less severe
injuries. 

10,400 MARIJUANA
PLANTS DISCOVERED

•Dallas County game wardens
assisted Grand Prairie Police Dept.,
Dallas Police Narcotics Division
and DEA agents with the disposal
of more than 10,400 marijuana
plants that were discovered in a
location near Joe Pool Dam area in
South Dallas County.  

ACTIONS IN THE BEST INTEREST 
OF THE CHILDREN?

•While patrolling the San Jacinto
River, Harris County Game
Warden Susan Webb noticed a
man had an infant PFD attached
to the waistband of his swim
shorts while being towed in a ski
tube. Contact with the boat
revealed the boat to be occupied
by a man and two small children.
There were no other PFDs
onboard the boat.  The man in the
ski tube said he had taken the
small PFD off the smallest child to
attach to himself for safety rea-
sons. He said his actions were in
the best interest of the children.
Citations issued. 

TRUCKLOAD OF TROUBLE
•Harrison County Game Warden
Jarrod Bryant and Javier Fuentes
pulled into Brandy Branch Lake
boat ramp late in the evening and
observed a man getting a beer out
of his truck. The man was ques-
tioned regarding his age. Bryant
noticed a bag containing marijua-
na inside the vehicle in plain view.
A passenger in the same vehicle
was wanted for assault. Cases
pending.  

MUDDY HUNTERS CAN’T
“WASH OFF” CITATIONS

•Travis County Wardens Cody
Jones and Josh Koenig responded
to a call about illegal hunting in a
new subdivision in Austin. Austin
Police responded as well, and three
men ran when they saw the police.
The wardens arrived and began to
search the area and found hunting
clothes with 28 doves in them. The
men left their vehicle in the area,
and after a search the wardens
found a .22 rifle; a knife with blood
on it; and a photo (processed two
days earlier) of two men standing
next to a dead buck deer still in vel-
vet.  While this investigation was
going on, a vehicle entered the
area, saw the officers, and turned
around. The wardens did a vehicle
stop, and the men in the vehicle
said they were just riding around
and had entered the road inadver-
tently. The wardens followed them

out of the area, and upon return-
ing found three men covered in
mud walking back up the road to
the subdivision. The men admit-
ted killing the doves and running
when they saw the police cars.
They led the wardens to where
they had stashed their guns, which
were pellet rifles.  The investigation
continues regarding the deer in the
photo. Citations were issued for
taking doves out of season and ille-
gal means and methods as well as
restitution. The incident took
place on property across from TPW
Headquar-ters in Austin.  

“LOOKING FOR ARROWHEADS”
LEADS TO DRUG VIOLATIONS

•Newton County Game Wardens
Landon Spacek and Ellis Powell
were patrolling county roads, and
came upon a man standing next to
his truck with a flashlight.  Upon
contact, the man reported he was
“looking for arrowheads.” The
wardens got consent to search the
truck and found scales, $638, a
pipe and 4.0 grams of meth. First-
degree felony charges of manufac-
ture/delivery of a controlled sub-
stance are pending. 

OFF-SEASON SQUIRREL HUNTING   
LEADS TO MUTIPLE CHARGES

•Newton County Game Wardens
Ellis Powell and Landon Spacek
responded to a tip that a man had

been “killing everything he could
find,” especially owls and hawks.
According to the source, the man
had feet from numerous owls and
hawks hanging in a shed behind
his house. The wardens arrived
and interviewed the man’s wife,
who said her husband was in the
woods behind the house squirrel
hunting (during closed season). As
the wardens waited, Spacek spot-
ted the man nearby and the man
fled on foot. Spacek caught the
man, and he was arrested without
incident. In addition to hunting
squirrels in closed season, he had
class B warrants outstanding, 58
raptor feet hanging in his shed and
a live wood duck in a cage.
Multiple Class C charges pending.  

MINORS CAUGHT WITH LIVE WELL
FULL OF ICED-DOWN BEER

•Harrison County Game Warden
Javier Fuentes filed two Minor in
Possession cases at Brandy Branch
Lake. The minors said they did not
have any fish in the live well.
Fuentes verified that the live well
had no fish, but it was full of iced-
down beer.

NO WONDER BOATER 
WAS IN A HURRY

•Cameron County Warden Billy
Lucio boarded an inbound sport
fishing boat on the Arroyo
Colorado. The operator claimed to
be returning from an unsuccessful
fishing evening out on the Lower
Laguna Madre with no fish. The
man also claimed he was having
engine overheating problems and
was in a hurry to get to the boat
ramp. Lucio lifted the lid to the ice
chest, and hidden in the boats
receptacles were five large black
drum, and four oversized and
untagged red drum ranging from
35 to 40 inches.
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•While Game Warden Jeff Hill was
checking fishing licenses on Lake
Buchanan, he made contact with a
young man who said his fishing
license was back at the cabin. Hill
issued him a citation at 4:35 p.m.

and told him to contact the judge
and present his license for dismissal.
At 6:22 p.m., the man purchased a
one-day fishing license from a store
more than 60 miles away and later
contacted the judge to fax his fish-

ing license for dismissal. Upon fax-
ing the license, he realized the later
time so he changed the time to 6:22
a.m. and sent in a second fax. The
judge, with two copies in hand, ren-
dered her decision.

RIGHT FAX, WRONG TIME
GAME WARDEN BLOTTER
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By Bink Grimes

Though temperatures are as hot as August, or
even hotter, it doesn’t matter — it’s September,
time to hunt. 

If you haven’t already made preparations for the
North and Central Zone dove opener, better do it
now. The Sept. 1 shotgun start of the 2007-08
hunting season is only a few sunrises away; and,
with the buckets of rain that fell this summer,
habitat and food plots have never been better.

If you haven’t found a prime piece of dirt to
hunt, keep trying. What makes Texas great is its
vast acreage, home to millions of mourners and
white wings. If prospects for a solid shoot still baf-
fle you, here are a few tips to maximize your efforts
and find that perfect flyway.

Foremost, be in compliance of the law. A valid
Texas Hunting License with a Migratory Bird
Stamp is required, along with Harvest Information
Program (HIP) certification, which is done at the
time of purchase. Also, if you were born after Sept.
2, 1971, you are required to take a hunter educa-
tion course and have the appropriate card with
you while hunting.

Know the regulations and bag limits of the zone
you are hunting. Dove season in the North Zone is
set for Sept. 1-Oct. 30, with a 15-bird bag and not
more than two white-tipped doves; the Central
Zone runs Sept. 1-Oct. 30 and reopens Dec. 26-
Jan. 4, with a 12-bird bag and not more than two
white-tipped doves; and the South Zone is set for
Sept. 21-Nov. 11, reopening Dec. 26-Jan. 12 with a
12-bird bag and not more than two white-tipped
doves. Possession limit is twice the daily bag. 

The Special South Texas Whitewing Zone,
which now encompasses land west of Interstate 35
and south of U. S. Highway 90, is open to white-
winged dove afternoon-only (noon to sunset)
hunting the first two Saturdays and Sundays in
September. The daily bag limit is 12 birds, not
more than four (4) mourning doves and two (2)
white-tipped doves.

If you are hunting private property or have
leased land, make a couple of trips at sunrise and
sunset to get a lay of the land and learn which
path the birds like to fly. Pay close attention to
watering holes and tree lines.

If you are looking to day-hunt with an outfitter,
make several calls to various services and ask ques-
tions until you find one that suits your needs.
Questions like: How many hunters do you put in a
field? What kind of terrain will we hunt? What
kind of crops do you hunt? Can I hunt my dog?
Do you process birds, or will we need to make
arrangements? Can you guarantee me a safe field?
Do we have a realistic shot at seeing doves? How
much?

Prepare yourself for the heat. Hydration starts
days before the hunt with adequate water con-
sumption. Bring a cooler full of water or sports
drinks and keep it handy. If you are hunting your
retriever, remember, if you are hot, the dog is
probably hotter. Keep a bowl of water readily avail-
able for the dog, and keep careful watch to avoid a
heat illness. Many retrievers haven’t hunted or
seen physical activity like a hunt setting brings in
several months. Pushing them too hard could kill
them. Hunt early and hunt late, and find a place
with shade. 

If it gets too hot, slow down and take it easy.
Dove season runs about two months, don’t kill
yourself or your dog on opening day.

Shotgun start of dove season nears

North Zone
That portion of the state north of a line

beginning at the International Bridge
south of Fort Hancock; then north along
FM 1088 to State Highway 20; then west
along State Highway 20 to State Highway
148; then north along State Highway 148
to Interstate 10 at Fort Hancock; then east
along I-10 to I-20; then northeast along I-
20 to I-30 at Fort Worth; then northeast
along I-30 to the Texas-Arkansas state line.

Central Zone
That portion of the state between the

North Zone and the South Zone.

South Zone
That portion of the state south of a line

beginning at the International Toll Bridge
in Del Rio; then northeast along U.S.
Highway 277 Spur to U.S. Highway 90 in
Del Rio; then east along U.S. Highway 90
to State Loop 1604; then following Loop

1604 south and east, then north, to I-10;
then east along I-10 to the Texas-
Louisiana Line.

Special white-winged dove area
That portion of the state south and west

of a line beginning at the International
Toll Bridge in Del Rio; then northeast
along U.S. Highway 277 Spur to U.S.
Highway 90 in Del Rio, then east along
U.S. Highway 90 to State Loop 1604; then
south and east along Loop 1604 to I-35;
then south along I-35 to State Highway
44; then east along State Highway 44 to
State Highway 16 at Freer; then south
along State Highway 16 to State Highway
285 at Hebbronville; then east along State
Highway 285 to FM 1017 to State Highway
186 at Linn; then east along State
Highway 186 to the Mansfield Channel at
Port Mansfield; then east along the
Mansfield Channel to the Gulf of Mexico.

Dove Hunting Zones in Texas

Dove Hunting Info
and Outfitters

West Texas

Copper Breaks
Loren Myers

(817) 894-9220

Texas Best Outfitters
Roy Wilson

(325) 773-2457

Winters Chamber of Commerce
(325) 754-5210

Central Texas

Brownwood Chamber of
Commerce

(325) 646-9535

Hamilton County Chamber of
Commerce

(254)  386-3216

H.O.T. Guided Hunts
Allen Morehouse

(254) 717-2946

Executive Outfitters, Inc.
(325) 625-4111

Flying P Outdoors
(254) 796-4034

Southeast Texas

Circle H Outfitters – Alvin
Scott Hickman

(281) 535-1930

Jim West – High Island
(409) 996-3054

Web & Fin Guide Service –
Chambers County

Mark Hooker
(281) 782-9034

South Texas

Rocking L Outfitters
Chris Lee

(832) 476-8498

Hondo Chamber of Commerce
(830) 426-3037

Pearsall Chamber of Commerce
(830) 334-9414

Texas Dove and Waterfowl – San
Antonio Area
Robert Trotti

(866) 514-6160

Ultimate Hunts, LLC – Bexar,
Medina, Karnes Counties

(210) 260-3355

Uvalde Chamber of Commerce 
(830) 278-3361A NEW SEASON: A hunter and dog await a flight of doves last year in a South Texas sunflower field.
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New Mexico has a new Rocky
Mountain bighorn sheep herd near
Terrero, following the release of 29
sheep captured Friday in the Pecos
Wilderness.

Trap crews from the New Mexico
Department of Game and Fish, the
U.S. Forest Service, and Taos Pueblo
used drop nets baited with salt blocks
to capture the sheep sent to State
Land Office property along the Dry
Cimarron in northeastern New
Mexico.

Helicopters were used to transfer
the sheep from their high-altitude
wilderness homes to crews and trans-

port vehicles at Terrero.
Trapping will continue with

approximately 20 sheep destined for
the Rio Grande Gorge near Taos to
augment a population of Rocky
Mountain bighorn now using land
owned by Taos Pueblo and federal
property managed by the Bureau of
Land Management. 

Bighorn sheep restoration began in
New Mexico in the 1930s, but strug-
gled until the animals were moved to
the Pecos Wilderness in the 1960s.

That herd is now the source for
many transplant operations, and the
statewide total is approximately 1,000

Rocky Mountain bighorn. Moving
the animals helps keep the popula-
tion within the limits of the available
alpine habitat.

Funding for the traps and trans-
planting operations comes from the
New Mexico Chapter of the
Foundation for North American Wild
Sheep and the Federal Aid program of
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

This year the New Mexico National
Guard assisted by using Blackhawk
helicopters to move trap gear into the
wilderness.
A New Mexico Department of Game and
Fish report.

captured bighorn sheep 
released along Dry Cimarron
29

Two North Carolina state
records for the small Kokanee
salmon were broken within a
day of each other.

Mark Swann of Black
Mountain reeled in a 2.48-
pound Kokanee on Aug. 3 while
fishing Nantahala Lake. The
next day, 9-year-old Levi Towery
of Forest City brought in a
salmon from Nantahala that
topped Swann’s by two-tenths of
a pound.

Towery  caught his 2.68-
pounder, which measured 18.4
inches in length, using a Doctor
Spoon lure.

Nantahala Lake is the only
spot in North Carolina where
Kokanee salmon are found. 

The fish, which is native to the
western United States, was
stocked in Nantahala Lake in the
mid-1960s in an attempt to
establish the species as a forage
fish for other predator fishes in
the lake. This stock has
remained and become a favorite
target for anglers.

Kokanee salmon do not grow
very large, generally less than 20
inches in length, which is the
reason they were stocked as a for-
age species. 

They feed almost exclusively
on plankton and on small aquat-
ic organisms.
A North Carolina Wildlife
Resources Commission report.

Kokanee Salmon record 
broken twice in a weekend

RECORD BREAKER: Levi Towery, 9, holds up his 2.68-pound, record-breaking
Kokanee salmon. Photo by North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission.



Page 14 � August 24, 2007

FALCON: Black bass are good on spin-
nerbaits and crankbaits in coves from
mid lake to the upper end. 
FORK: Black bass are good early on
topwaters, midday switching to
Carolina rigs and DD22s. 
TRAVIS: Black bass are good on bone
topwaters early, and on red shad
worms.

STILLHOUSE: White bass are very
good on live minnows under lights at
night. 
MEREDITH: White bass are good on
live bait and topwater lures. 
NAVARRO MILLS: White bass are very
good on crankbaits and spinnerbaits
over the hump between Wolf Park and
Oak Park. 
RAY ROBERTS: White bass are excel-
lent on chrome Torpedoes and CC jig-
ging spoons. 

LBJ: Channel catfish are very good
on nightcrawlers, liver, and dip bait.
Yellow and blue catfish are very
good on trotlines baited with gold-
fish and perch.
CONROE: Catfish are good on
stinkbait, liver, and shrimp.
CHOKE CANYON: Channel and blue
catfish are good on punchbait.
Yellow catfish are good on live
perch.
RICHLAND CHAMBERS: Catfish are
good on prepared baits and cut
shad.

COLEMAN: Crappie are good on min-
nows and green tube jigs. 
BRIDGEPORT: Crappie are good on live
minnows at night around docks with
brush.

CADDO: Bream are good on worms and
crickets in the main channel.
WEATHERFORD: Bream are good on
worms.

CATFISH

HOT BITES
ALAN HENRY: Water lightly stained; 87 degrees. Black bass are fair on top-
water lures, shad-colored spinnerbaits and soft plastics. Crappie are fair on
minnows and jigs.
AMISTAD: Water fairly clear; 84 degrees; 6.76' low. Black bass are good on
watermelon Senkos, jigs, and Carolina rigged soft plastics, and on topwaters
early. Catfish are good on cheesebait, nightcrawlers, shrimp, and chicken liv-
ers in 10-40 feet. 
ARROWHEAD: Water lightly stained; 85 degrees; .5" low. Black bass are
good on topwater lures and spinnerbaits near shallow vegetation. White bass
are good trolling and on flats near dam with some surface action. 
ATHENS: Water fairly clear, 83-87 degrees; 0.22' high. Black bass are fair to
good on top waters early, switching to Carolina rigs on brush piles in 12-15
feet later in the day. Bream are excellent on red wigglers around docks in
shallow water. 
BASTROP: Water lightly stained. Black bass are fair on chartreuse spinner-
baits, crankbaits, and Rat-L-Traps. Crappie are good on minnows and white
tube jigs. Channel and blue catfish are good on shrimp, liver, and night-
crawlers. 
BELTON: Water clear; 83
degrees; 32.33' high. Channel
and blue catfish are good on
shrimp. 
BOB SANDLIN: Water clear;
84-87 degrees; 0.34' high.
Black bass are fair on topwa-
ters early and drop shot rigs
later in the day. White bass are
good on slabs in 15-20 feet
around steep ledges and
humps.
BRAUNIG: Water stained; 90
degrees. Striped bass are
excellent on liver and shad off
points near the pier, and down
rigging silver and gold spoons
near the jetty and dam.
Redfish are excellent on perch,
shad, and silver spoons, and
down rigging spoons near the
jetty and dam. Channel catfish
are excellent on liver, shrimp,
cut bait, and cheesebait near
the dam. 
BRIDGEPORT: Water lightly
stained; 84-88 degrees; 0.14'
high. White bass are good on
slabs and live shad. Channel
catfish are good on prepared
baits.
BROWNWOOD: Water stained;
83 degrees; 0.48' low. Black
bass are fair on Bass Hogg
spinnerbaits near the docks,
and on 4" watermelon red
worms near the docks and
rocks and over brush piles in 12-15 feet. White bass are good on Li'l Fishies
and Persuader crankbaits off lighted docks at night. Crappie are good on Li'l
Fishies and minnows over brush piles in 10-18 feet. Yellow catfish are good
on trotlines baited with cut bait and chicken livers.
BUCHANAN: Water: clear; 84 degrees; 2.65' low. Black bass are fair to good
on topwaters, watermelon flukes, Rat-L-Traps, and watermelon red Whacky
Sticks along break lines of flats in Morgan and Silver Creeks at first light.
Striped bass are good on Spoiler Shads and plastic swim baits on the surface
at first light, and drifting or free lining live bait around Lighthouse Point.
Yellow and blue catfish are very good on goldfish and perch upriver.
CADDO: Water stained; 85-89 degrees; 0.78' high. Black bass are fair to
good on flukes and topwaters (schooling in the current in the upper end).
Channel catfish are good on small live bream and punch bait.
CALAVERAS: Water stained; 90 degrees. Striped bass are good on spoons
and striper jigs near the dam, and on chicken livers and shad along the
shoreline. Redfish are excellent down rigging silver and gold spoons and live
bait along the crappie wall and the dam in 10-20 feet, on crawfish and
tilapia along the shoreline, and on live bait along the crappie wall. Channel
and blue catfish are excellent on liver, cheesebait, shrimp, and shad near the
railroad trestle and 181 Cove. 
CANYON LAKE: Water: clear; 84 degrees; 4.02' high. Black bass are fair to
good on topwaters, watermelon red Whacky Sticks, and Texas rigged blue
flake worms and drop shot Devil's Tongues along grassy bank lines early and
late and good all day upriver. Yellow and blue catfish are good on live bait.
CEDAR CREEK: Water lightly stained; 84-87; 0.08' low. White bass are fair
early on Humbugs and Rooster Tails, midday switching to Hellbender with
Pet Spoon rigs. Catfish are good on prepared bait and chartreuse night-
crawlers. 
CHOKE CANYON: Water fairly clear; 89 degrees; 0.57' high. Black bass are
fair on spinnerbaits and large soft plastics early and late, and on crankbaits
and Carolina rigged soft plastics in the grass. 
COLEMAN: Water clear; 81 degrees; 0.50' low. Channel and blue catfish are
good on stinkbait and shrimp. 
COLETO CREEK: Water murky; 87 degrees (97 degrees at hot water dis-
charge); 0.10' high. Channel and blue catfish to 15 pounds are good on
shad, liver, and perch in 10-12 feet. 
CONROE: Water lightly stained; 0.20' low. Black bass are good on watermel-
on/white Carolina rigged soft plastics and Rat-L-Traps. 
FALCON: Water clear from Marker 9 south, stained north; 84 degrees.
Channel and blue catfish are very good on shrimp and cut bait. 
FORK: Water fairly clear; 84-88 degrees; 0.53' high. Night fishing is good on
black spinnerbaits and 10" black worms around shallow grass beds. Channel
catfish are good on punch bait and cut shad.
GRANBURY: Water murky; 0.42' low. Striped bass are fair on
chartreuse/white striper jigs. Catfish are good on stinkbait, liver, and live bait.
GRANGER: Water clear; 84 degrees; 17.18' high. Crappie are very good on
minnows and tube jigs in 15-20 feet. Blue catfish are very good on juglines
baited with Zote soap. 
JOE POOL: Water off color; 84-87 degrees; 1.84' high. White bass are fair to

good on RJR Slabs over mid-lake humps. 
LAKE O' THE PINES: Water lightly stained; 84-87 degrees; 1.94' high.
Black bass are fair on topwaters early, midday switching to Texas rigs and
spinnerbaits. 
LAVON: Water lightly stained; 83-88 degrees; 0.6' high. Crappie are fair on
minnows and jigs around structure. 
LBJ: Water stained; 85 degrees; 0.22' low. Black bass are fair to good on
black/blue  jigs, blue flake Whacky Sticks, and Texas rigged Big Pigs around
docks and lay downs in 5-12 feet early. Striped bass are good on Creme 2"
Spoiler Shads and Li'l Fishies at night. 
LEWISVILLE: Water stained; 82-87 degrees; 9.19’ high. All ramps closed.
White bass are good on topwaters.
LIVINGSTON: Water fairly clear; 81 degrees; 0.13' high. White bass are good
on pet spoons, slabs, hellbenders, and trolling tubes. Crappie are good on
minnows. Blue catfish are good on shad. 
MACKENZIE: Water lightly stained; 85 degrees; 1.45' low. Crappie are good
on minnows and jigs. Catfish are good on live baits.
MEREDITH: Water lightly stained; 86 degrees; 31.55' low. Crappie are good
on jigs and minnows. Channel catfish are good on live baits.

NAVARRO MILLS: Water fairly
clear; 93 degrees; 0.22' high.
Black bass are good but small
on minnows. Crappie are very
good on minnows and
blue/white jigs. Channel and
blue catfish are good on
stinkbait and minnows. 
O.H. IVIE: Water lightly
stained; 86 degrees; 12.74'
low. Black bass are fair on
topwater lures, shad-colored
spinnerbaits and soft jerk
baits along brush and timber.
Channel catfish are good on
cut shad and live baits.
OAK CREEK: Water lightly
stained; 85 degrees; 17.45'
low. Crappie are good on min-
nows and jigs. Catfish are
good on live baits. No boat
ramps open. 4x4 vehicles can
unload on dirt road near the
dam.
PALESTINE: Water lightly
stained; 83-87 degrees;
0.16' high. Black bass are
fair on spinnerbaits, topwa-
ters and soft plastics fished
shallow. White bass are fair
to good on Humdingers.
Catfish are fair to good on
chartreuse nightcrawlers (use
Worm-Glo) and cheese bait.
PALO DURO: Water lightly
stained; 86 degrees; 25.45'
low. Crappie are good on jigs

and minnows. 
POSSUM KINGDOM: Water stained; 87 degrees; 1.8' low. White bass are
good just off river channel north of Costello Island with some topwater
action. 
PROCTOR: Water murky; 78 degrees; 10.44' high. Some boat ramps are
open. Black bass are good on white spinnerbaits and minnows. Channel
and blue catfish are good on shrimp and shad. 
RAY HUBBARD: Water lightly stained; 83-88 degrees; 0.05' high. White
bass are good to excellent on topwaters and slabs. Hybrid striper are good
on 2 oz. slabs. Catfish are good on prepared bait.
RAY ROBERTS: Water clear; 84-87 degrees; 4.64' high. Crappie are fair on
minnows over brush piles and good around standing timber. 
RICHLAND CHAMBERS: Water off color; 83-88 degrees; 0.07' low. Black
bass are fair to good on topwaters and spinnerbaits early, midday switching
to Carolina rigs and drop shot rigs. Hybrid striper are fair on large slabs and
Rat-L-Traps. 
SAM RAYBURN: Water stained; 88 degrees; 0.95' high. Black bass are fair
on topwaters and watermelon soft plastic worms. Catfish are good on trot-
lines baited with live bait and nightcrawlers.
STILLHOUSE: Water lightly stained; 87 degrees; 34.85' high. Black bass
are good on soft plastics and spinnerbaits in the tree lines in 10-12 feet. 
TAWAKONI: Water lightly stained; 83-87 degrees; 0.12' low. Catfish are
good on nightcrawlers and prepared bait. White bass are good on
Humdingers and topwaters. 
TEXOMA: Water off-color; 82-87 degrees; 10.55 feet high. Striped bass
are fair to good on topwaters and swimbaits.
TOLEDO BEND: Water lightly stained; 91 degrees; 0.31' low. Black bass
are fair on topwaters and redbug soft plastic worms early and late. White
bass are good on spoons on ridges. Bream are good on crickets and night-
crawlers in 5-6 feet. Channel and blue catfish are good on trotlines baited
with shrimp and nightcrawlers. 
TRAVIS: Water clear; 86 degrees; 0.08' high. Channel and blue catfish to 7
pounds are good on nightcrawlers and stinkbait in 20-34 feet. 
WALTER E. LONG: Water stained; 90 degrees. White bass are good on min-
nows and Rat-L-Traps. Crappie are good on minnows and white tube jigs.
Channel and blue catfish are good on stinkbait and nightcrawlers. 
WEATHERFORD: Water stained; 84-87 degrees; 0.48' low. Black bass are
fair to good on crankbaits and soft plastics around docks and on rocky points.
Crappie are good on minnows and jigs in the crappie house and over brush
piles. 
WHITE RIVER: Water lightly stained; 87 degrees; 26.5' low. Crappie are good
on jigs and minnows. 
WHITNEY: Water murky; 0.23' low. White bass are fair on minnows. Catfish
are good on shrimp and liver.
WICHITA: Water clearing; 87 degrees; full at spillway. Channel catfish are
good drift fishing with shrimp or punchbait.
WRIGHT PATMAN: Water off color; 83-88 degrees; 6.33' high. Catfish are
good on trotlines with small perch and with live minnows and punchbait.

CRAPPIE

WHITE/
HYBRID/STRIPER

LARGEMOUTH
BASS

Water stained; 88 degrees; 0.49' high. Black bass are good on shad crankbaits
and tequila sunrise, cotton candy, and pumpkinseed soft plastic worms near the
marina in 22 feet early and late. Crappie are good on live minnows in the east end
of the lake in 14 feet. Bream are good on live worms over grass beds and off piers.
Channel and blue catfish are good on trotlines baited with shad near the spillway.

Serving a quarter-million people

Bring the best of the
outdoors indoors. 

BREAM

Houston County

NORTH SABINE: Trout and redfish are
good in the middle of the lake on live bait
under a popping cork and chartreuse Top
Dogs, Super Spooks, Bass Assassins and
Sand Eels. 
SOUTH SABINE: Trout are good at the
jetty on live shrimp, Rat-L-Traps and top-
waters. Redfish are good at the jetty and
on the south shoreline on finger mullet
and shrimp.
BOLIVAR: Trout,
redfish and
flounder are fair
to good at
Rollover Pass on
live shrimp and
shad. 
TRINITY BAY: Trout are fair while drifting
slicks on red shad and plum plastics.
EAST GALVESTON BAY: Trout are good in
the Ship Channel on croaker and live
shrimp. Trout and redfish are fair to good
under the birds on live shrimp.
WEST GALVESTON BAY: Trout, flounder,
sand trout and whiting are good at jetty on
live bait and squid. Trout are fair to good
in the surf on live bait and topwaters.
TEXAS CITY: Trout are fair to good at night
under lights on live shrimp, DOA Shrimp
and speck-rigs. Trout and redfish are good
in the Ship Channel and on the reefs on
croaker and live shrimp under a popping
cork.
FREEPORT: Trout, redfish and sand trout
are good in the surf on live bait and soft
plastics. Trout, redfish, gafftop, sand trout
and whiting are good at the Surfside and
Quintana jetty.
EAST MATAGORDA: Trout are fair to good
on She Dogs and plum Bass Assassins,
Trout Killers and Sand Eels around Hog
Island and Boiler Bayou. 
MATAGORDA: Redfish are good on the
shorelines on chartreuse topwaters, gold
spoons and soft plastics. Trout are good in
the surf on live bait and topwaters.
PORT O'CONNOR: Trout and redfish are
fair to good on the south shoreline and the
deep reefs in Espiritu Santo Bay on croak-
er. Trout are good in the surf.
ROCKPORT: Trout are good on the grass
beds in Aransas Bay on croaker, shrimp,
bone plastics and topwaters. Redfish are
fair to good
on the
Estes Flats
on mullet
and
shrimp. Trout are good in the surf.
PORT ARANSAS: Trout, redfish, whiting,
gafftop and sand trout are fair to good at
the jetty on shrimp, white squid and
croaker. Offshore is good for snapper, king-
fish, ling and dorado.
CORPUS CHRISTI: Trout and redfish are
fair to good in the back bay areas and in
the surf on soft plastics and live shrimp.
Sharks, speckled trout and sand trout are
good in the surf on cut-bait.
BAFFIN BAY: Trout are good at the Land
Cut, Rocky Slough and the along the
ledges of the Intracoastal on piggy perch,
croaker and topwaters. Trout are good
between the rocks on soft plastics and live
shrimp.
PORT MANSFIELD: Redfish are good for
drifters on the flats throwing topwaters and
live shrimp
under a pop-
ping cork.
Trout are fair
to good on
the grass
beds on the west bank on pumpkinseed
and fire tiger plastics. Red snapper, king-
fish, dorado and ling are good offshore.
SOUTH PADRE: Trout are fair to good at
Laguna Vista on plum and bone plastics
and live shrimp under a popping cork.
Redfish and black drum are good at
Airport Cove on live shrimp. 
PORT ISABEL: Trout, redfish and black
drum are good on black/chartreuse and
plum plastics and live shrimp under a
popping cork at the Gaswell Flats. Trout
and redfish are good on the grass beds
adjacent to channels on live shrimp and
plum plastics.

SALTWATER
SCENE

HOT SPOT

FISHING REPORTFISHING REPORT
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100 PERCENT BOW
ACTION: Nocked 'N
Loaded, a new DVD by
Realtree, takes viewers
into the field with bow
hunters  Travis “T-
Bone” Turner, Lee
Lakosky, Bill Winke
and Kyle Wieter. In
addition to
some
amazing
hunts by
some of the biggest
names in the world of
archery, the 115-
minute DVD features
plenty of bonus
features. It costs $16
at www.realtree.com.

NEW VERSION OF A
CLASSIC: Ranger
Boat’s iconic TR
series has been
reissued in honor
of the boat maker’s 40th
anniversary. The 177TR, a
new version of a classic
design, is built with
today’s technology and
features. The 17-foot, 7-
inch single-console
fishing boat is rated for a
maximum 115
horsepower and comes
standard with Lowrance
or Humminbird electronics, a 12-volt Minn Kota trolling motor, space for multiple 7-foot rods in the center, and port
rod lockers. The boat also offers a large starboard-side storage locker on the front deck and two storage lockers under
the back deck. Its snub-nose design and total performance hull deliver a smooth, dry ride. The fishing boat sells for
about $23,400, with a 115 hp Evinrude E-Tec engine. For dealers or additional specs, visit www.rangerboats.com.
Dealer information also is available by calling (800) 373-2628.

STRAIGHT SHOOTER: The
TecHunter Elite Bow by
Gander Mountain promises the
latest technology in speed,
vibration damping, accuracy
and consistent shooting. The
33 and 5/8-inch-long bow
features a string suppression
technology that, the company
says, virtually “grabs”
the string after each
shot, eliminating string
noise and vibration. Other features
include a one-piece wooden grip
designed with a high throat for
consistent hand placement and
reduced vertical torque; a draw
stop that allows the hunter to
adjust the “back wall,” at the
end of their draw cycle; plus
more. The bow costs about
$700. For store locator, visit
www.gandermountain.com. 

SITTING
PRETTY:
Hunt
Comfort’s
versatile
new
Topper
will
make
the
waiting
(while
sitting) less
painful. The
one-pound seat top
offers a pressure-relief gel formula that distributes and reduces seating
pressure. At 10x14x1 inches, the Topper is easy to roll up and tote in
a hunting jacket. The cushion features waterproof Comfort-TEX fabric,
which reduces shear effects on the skin, and a Toughtek bottom for
durability. It costs about $27. For information, call (888) 757-3232 or
visit www.huntcomfort.com.

EUROPEAN CONSTRUCTION: Cabela’s Euro Binoculars
boast “Ion Assisted” lens coating for optimum
light transmission plus half-
pentagonal and Schmidt roof prisms
for brilliant color definition and
crisp edge-to-edge image clarity. The
waterproof and fog-proof high-performance
binoculars are housed in a ergonomically
designed aluminum-alloy body that is
protected by rubber armor. Other features
include twist-up eyecups and an oversized
center focus wheel with an integrated
adjustable diopter for one-handed focusing.
Available at Cabela’s stores (www.cabelas.com) for
about $800 (for the 12x42s) or about $900 (for the
12x50s).

ICAST 2007'S BEST KIDS’ TACKLE: Outdoor
Adventure Kids, Inc. has introduced its
Miss Fisherman line of fishing rod
combos especially for girls.
Available in a  4.5-foot
length (for girls ages 10 to
14) and a 3.5-foot length
(for girls 6 to 9), the fiberglass rods
feature smaller handle grips plus a
lightweight spincast reel with four
ball bearings for easier casting.
The rod combos are offered
in purple and green with
pink coming soon. They
cost about $25 and
$30. To order, visit
www.outdoor
adventurekids.com or call
the Canadian company at
(519) 488-1483 for more
information.

ICAST 2007'S BEST BOATING ACCESSORY: This track system from
Bert’s Custom Tackle offers electronic mounts, a five-position
ratcheting rod holder and a tool holder. It is available in a “Buff
Brite” and “Smooth Satin” finish and costs about $60. For more
information, visit www.bertscustomtackle.com or
www.teclausa.com.

A COOL NEW GLOVE: The Comfortemp Flexor shooting glove by
Swany will keep hunters warm when it’s cold and cool
when it’s hot. The adaptive insulation features
temperature-balancing microspheres that absorb
excess body heat; when the body temperature drops,
the microspheres release the stored heat to provide
warmth. Hunters also will appreciate the waterproof
hunting gloves’ flexible finger joints for easier shooting.
The gloves are available in medium, large and extra
large and cost about $40. For retailers, visit
www.swanyhunting.com or call (800) 877-9269.

ICAST 2007'S BEST SOFT LURE: Gulp!Alive! by Berkley
is a biodegradable bait that comes floating in a fish-
attracting “Magic Gravy.” To “recharge” the baits,
just put them back in the pint or quart buckets,
where the lures will absorb more attractant. The
Gulp!Alive! comes in several lure types, including
minnows (shown) and shrimp. It costs about $40 for
the quart size of the 3-inch shrimp. 

PRODUCTS
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May 26-Sept. 3:
The CCA Texas
STAR
tournament will
take place along
the Texas coast.
Twelve divisions
with $1 million
in scholarships and prizes. Register
online at ccatexas.org or call (800)
626-4222 for information.

Aug. 25-26:
Cabela’s in Buda
will hold Hunting
Outfitter weekend
as part of its Fall
Great Outdoor
Days. Hunting
oufitters will be on hand and
conducting seminars all weekend. For
information, call the store at (512)
295-1100 or visit www.cabelas.com.

Aug. 26-26 and Sept. 1-2: Cabela’s in
Fort Worth will host the Fall Great
Outdoor Days. Seminars by pro-staffers,
vendor exhibits, prizes and more. For
information, call (817) 337-2400 or
visit www.cabelas.com.

Aug. 28: The Wimberley DU dinner will

be held at the Wimberley Community
Center. For information, call John
Hollingsworth at (512) 847-2555.

Aug. 29-30: The South Texas Wildlife
Conference will be held at the A.B.
Alexander Convention Center in Cotulla.
For information, contact Jenny Sanders
at (361) 279-7287 or jsanders@twa-
mail.org.

Aug. 30: The Johnson County DU
dinner will be held at the Cleburne
Civic Center. Contact Tim Trammel at
(817) 287-9728 or
tim@sroutdoors.com for information.

Aug. 30: The
Winnie Delta
Waterfowl dinner
will be held at the
Winnie Community
Center. Call Brian or
Sandra Fischer at
(409) 656-5765 for information.

Aug. 30: The Alamo Area Quail
Unlimited banquet will be held at the
Alzafar Shrine Temple in San Antonio.
For information, contact Helen
Holdsworth at (210) 826-2904, ext.
120 or h_holdsworth@texas-wildlife.org.

Aug. 31: The
Scattered
Longbeards NWTF
banquet will be
held at the Yoakum
Community Center
in Yoakum. For
information, contact Wesley Mikulenka

at (361) 293-8012 or
w.mikulenka@sbcglobal.net.

Sept. 1-2: The
Dallas Safari Club
annual dove hunt
will be held at the
Hailey Ranch near
Abilene (members
only). To register,
call (972) 980-9800.

Sept. 5: The East Bernard Delta
Waterfowl banquet will be held at
Riverside Hall on Hwy. 90. Call Richard
Barber at (979) 335-6575 for
information.

Sept. 6: The 4 Corners CCA banquet
will be held at the Midlothian
Community Center. Call (800) 626-
4222 for information.

Sept. 6: The Lake Lewisville DU
banquet will be held at Marine Max in
Lewisville. Contact Ron Tate at (972)
888-9500 or
ron.tate@tdindustries.com.

Sept. 6: The Spring/North Houston
Metro Delta Waterfowl dinner will be
held at Tumbleweed Texas. Call Dan
Rathe at (281) 797-5754 for
information.

Sept. 7-8: The 4th Annual Children’s
Miracle Network Legends Dove Hunt
will be held at several ranches near
Abilene. For information or to sign up,
e-mail mrogers@ehendrick.org or visit
www.legendsdovehunt.com.

Sept. 8: The Panhandle Texas Big
Game Awards will be held at Fair Park
Auditorium in Childress. For
information, call (210) 836-2904 or
visit www.texasbiggameawards.com.

Sept. 8: The Shelby County DU dinner
will be held at Center Country Club in
Center. Contact Ed Johnson at (936)
598-5688 for information.

Sept. 9: The
Canadian DU
banquet will he
held at
Canadian Town
Hall. Contact
Milton Cooke at
(806) 787-3997 or
Milton@cookya.com for information.

Sept. 10: The Dallas Orvis store at
8300 Preston Road will host Beretta
Master Engraver Luca Casari from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. For information, call the
store at (214) 265-1600.

Sept. 11-13: A Hunter’s Safety
Education class will be held at the
Corisicana Gander Mountain store. For
information, call the store at (903)
874-2500.

Sept. 11: The Stephenville DU dinner
will be held at City Limites. Call
Richard Cook at (254) 965-7680 for
information.

Sept. 13: The Dallas Safari Club Hill
Country Meeting will be held in
Kerrville. For information, call (972)
980-9800.

Sept. 13: The Garland/Mesquite DU
banquet will be held at The Atrium in
Garland. Contact John Lane at (214)
677-7405 or garlanddu@yahoo.com.

Sept. 13: The FM 1960/Tomball DU
dinner will be held at the Tomball
VFW Hall. Contact Sherri Emory at
(832) 467-7603 or Craig Weeden at
(281) 507-6516 for information.

Sept. 15: The Whitesboro DU dinner
will be held at Don’s Bar-B-Que.
Contact Kyle Maynard at (903) 564-
6012 or kmaynard204@hotmail.com
for information.

Sept. 19: The LaGrange DU dinner
will be held at the Knights of
Columbus Hall in LaGrange. Call
Debra Byler at (979) 968-9547 for
information.

Sept. 20: The Beeville/Redfish Bay CCA
banquet will be held at the High 5
Ranch in Beeville. For information, call
(800) 626-4222. 

Sept. 21: A
hunter
education class
will be held at
the Beaumont
Gander
Mountain
store. For
information, call the store at (409) 347-
3055.

Sept. 21: The Cuervo Brothers DU dinner
will be held in Uvalde. Call Rogers Hoyt
at (830) 278-3833 for information.

CCA State of Texas 
Angler’s Rodeo 

(STAR)

LEADERS AS OF: 8-20-07

Upper Coast Speckled Trout
Robert Wardlaw of Texarkana, Ark.

8 lbs. 7 ozs.
Middle Coast Speckled Trout
Norman Frankum of Sweeney

9 lbs.
Lower Coast Speckled Trout
Bryan R. Tucker II of Corpus

Christi
8 lbs. 14 ozs.

OFFSHORE DIVISION
Kingfish

Rodney McWhorter of Angleton
55 lbs. 9 ozs.

Dorado
Alan Latham of Rockport

46 lbs. 10 ozs.
Ling (Cobia)

Chris Jacobs of Sweeney
75 lbs. 3 ozs.

INSHORE DIVISION
Flounder

Jason Wardrup of LaMarque
7 lbs. 14 ozs.

Sheepshead
Jeff Nouis of Deer Park

8 lbs. 3 ozs.

Gafftop
Micahel Ray Darder of Beaumont

8 lbs. 8 ozs.

STARKIDS DIVISION 
(AGES 6-10)

Flounder
Sam Wittman, 7, of Houston

3 lbs. 14 ozs.

Sheepshead
Emily Ibarra, 10, of Baytown

7 lbs. 12 ozs.

Gafftop
Jarren Mahon, 8, of Winnie

7 lbs. 6 ozs.
STARTEENS TROUT & INSHORE

DIVISIONS 
(AGES 11-17)

Upper Coast Speckled Trout
Britney Halewyn, 17, of Alvin

7 lbs. 3 ozs.
Middle Coast Speckled Trout

Travis Corporon, 17, of Palacios
7 lbs. 9 ozs.

Lower Coast Speckled Trout
Nicholas Joiner, 17, of Robstown

8 lbs. 3 ozs.

Flounder
Cory Gagliano, 11, of Portland

6 lbs. 5 ozs.
Sheepshead

Jordan Ward, 15, of Santa Fe
7 lbs. 4 ozs.

Gafftop
Lance Knox, 11, of Rosenberg

7 lbs. 11 ozs. 

TEXAS FORD DEALERS REDFISH
DIVISION

Deborah Alston of Crystal Beach
Orlando Perez of LaPorte

HAVE AN EVENT? 
E-mail it to

editor@lonestaroutdoornews.com

OUTDOOR DATEBOOK



Page 18 � August 24, 2007

CLASSIFIEDS

BASS FISHING
1-4 — $750 EA.

5 & Up — $650 EA.
9 Ponds • Room & Board

Boats & Motors
Catch 50-100 Fish/Day

Friday Noon - Sunday Noon

BBIILLLL WWHHIITTFFIIEELLDD
221100--449944--66442211

WWWWWW..BBIILLLLWWHHIITTFFIIEELLDD..CCOOMM

THE FULL STRINGER LODGE

IN MATAGORDA, TEXAS!!
Outstanding premiere location

on the Colorado River!!
150 ft. of total waterfront, 3,400 sq.-
foot lodge, 1,400 sq. ft
additional house, 45.5 ft. lot on the
Colorado River that is vacant
and build what you want.

979-863-1143 Owner/Agents

EXECUTIVE OR CORPORATE HOME with

112 feet of pristine Colorado River
frontage just a few miles from the Gulf!!
Riverfront 4/4 that is immaculate!!  Built
in 2005 and loaded with amenities!!!!
Double Boatlifts!!
FULL STRINGER REALTY, MATAGORDA COUNTY

SERVING PALACIOS, MATAGORDA, SARGENT AND

MOST OF THE TEXAS COAST. WE SPECIALIZE IN

COASTAL PROPERTIES ESPECIALLY COMMERCIAL,
DEVELOPMENT, AND RESORT PROPERTIES!!!!!

979-863-1143 Owner/Agents

PEACEFUL SUBDIVISION in
Matagorda that has 250 feet of
prime Intracoastal property. Build
two spectacular homes and
reclaim .4+ acres in the water.
Bargain price for Intracoastal
property in Matagorda!!!! Total size
of tract is 1.40 acres and is the
quietest subdivision in
Matagorda!! 

979-863-1143 Owner/Agents

FullStringerRealty.com FullStringerRealty.com 

FullStringerRealty.com 

Immaculate Intracoastal
waterfront property with
awesome views of Beachfront
and Gulf of Mexico!!!  New
construction 3/2.5 1895 sq.
ft.  Sargent, Texas.

979-863-1143

Nice 3/2 with 100 ft.
of canal waterfrontage in
Sargent, Texas.  Awesome
access to East Matagorda Bay.
Best buy on the Gulf Coast of
Texas!!  

979-863-1143

Gorgeous Waterfront
property on the Colorado
River in Matagorda, Texas.
128.66 frontage and 80-foot
depth.  New vinyl bulkhead to
be installed.  

979-863-1143

FullStringerRealty.com FullStringerRealty.com 

FullStringerRealty.com 

FOR SALE
Carta Valley, Texas

200 acres, first-time offering —
deep within fourth-generation

family ranch. Electricity available,
1,300-1,900 feet elevation.

Exotics and whitetail. No minerals
convey. Asking $1,325 per acre.

Contact (936) 661-8766.

Perch Traps
Turt le Traps

Fish Traps
Hog Traps
156 SE County Road 3144 

Corsicana, TX 75109 (903) 229-2342

EExxoottiiccss,,  wwhhiitteettaaiillss
aanndd  AAlllliiggaattoorrss

Joe Wolda
GOLD MEDAL WILDLIFE

Over 30 species available
po box 879  hewitt, tx 76643

(254) 722-3140
sales@goldmedalwildlife.com

www.goldmedalwildlife.com

Visit Web site
The NEW and PATENTED split ring pliers
that thousands of users say “the best
EVER in split ring history”.

Available at your tackle dealer, Cabela’s,
Amazon.com, TackleWarehouse.com.

1.1 ACRE WATERFRONT
LOT FOR SALE

120’ WIDE X 440’ DEEP, RESTRICTED
WATER FRONT LOT IN THE BAY POINT
SUBDIVISION ON CHOCOLATE BAY IN

PORT LAVACA. CUL-DE-SAC LOT
WITH PAVED ROADS & UTILITIES, 13’

ABOVE SEA LEVEL & READY TO BUILD.
COMMUNITY FISHING PIER & BOAT

DOCK. EXCELLENT FISHING & GREAT
VIEW OF BAY.     713-303-8175

Wildlife Managed Ranch
Young County 433 acres

Professionally managed 5 years,
7 ponds, 2-Bdrm. cabin and

storage unit, big deer, tons of
turkey, hogs, dove, fishing.

$2,200 per acre
Bryan Moore (214) 808-5055

2 hours from DFW

Place your classified advertising in the Lone Star Outdoor
News — reaching more than a quarter-million readers

monthly — and experience the results of a new look. The
2”x 2” classified will get the attention necessary to say

SOLD! $30 for two editions. Call (214) 361-2276.

NEW LOOK, BETTER RESULTS 

Comanche County, Kansas
720 acres +/-

Farm and hunting combo in
south central Kansas. 

Big whitetails!
http://www.brownrealtyco.com

Jerry Brown, Broker 318-728-9544
Louisiana, Arkansas, Mississippi, Kansas, Oklahoma

http://www.brownrealtyco.com
Jerry Brown, Broker 318-728-9544

Louisiana, Arkansas, Mississippi, Kansas, Oklahoma

Franklin Parish, LA
353 acres +/-

Borders over 100,000 acres
of WMA & NWR. 

Good whitetail genetics!

http://www.brownrealtyco.com
Jerry Brown, Broker 318-728-9544

Louisiana, Arkansas, Mississippi, Kansas, Oklahoma

Comanche County, Kansas
1050 acres +/-

Prime trophy whitetail and
turkey hunting.

Live water!

http://www.brownrealtyco.com
Jerry Brown, Broker 318-728-9544

Louisiana, Arkansas, Mississippi, Kansas, Oklahoma

Pratt County, Kansas
760 acres +/-

Hunting with farm and miner-
al income. Has producing oil 

http://www.brownrealtyco.com
Jerry Brown, Broker 318-728-9544

Louisiana, Arkansas, Mississippi, Kansas, Oklahoma

Madison Parish, LA
464 acres +/-

Good deer & duck hunting
near Tensas NWR!

http://www.brownrealtyco.com
Jerry Brown, Broker 318-728-9544

Louisiana, Arkansas, Mississippi, Kansas, Oklahoma

Tensas Parish, LA
1292 acres +/-

Excellent deer & duck 
hunting w/camp. 

Richland Parish, LA
1366 acres +/-

World class duck hunting!
Farm / hunting combo

http://www.brownrealtyco.com
Jerry Brown, Broker 318-728-9544

Louisiana, Arkansas, Mississippi, Kansas, Oklahoma

257 AC
HALE COUNTY, TX

880000--228888--22886655  
OORR 880066--998833--22554488

177 in CRP, 80 pasture. 1
mile from I-27. Pheasant,
quail, dove and more.
$1,000/ac. Close in August
for 2007’s CRP payment.

WEST TEXAS QUAIL
LEASE

31,000 ACRES
EXCEPTIONAL RAINS HAVE 

PRODUCED AN ABUNDANCE OF FEED
AND COVER. THIS RANCH HAD A

HEALTHY POPULATION OF BIRDS LAST
YEAR, AND HAS AN EXCEPTIONAL
CROP THIS YEAR. ONLY 20 SPOTS

AVAILABLE. CONTACT MIKE BRUNER
AT 817-771-8711 OR  rmb@vrfmail.com

is twice as fast.
The actual speed of sound, howev-

er, is about 1,100 feet per second,
Hamm said.

So, if a bowstring has too much
twang, or if the sight and quiver
screws on compound bow aren’t
backed with lock washers, there will
be noisy vibrations easily heard at
close archery ranges.

And a whitetail buck makes good
use of the warning; he’s light and
agile, and packed with powerful mus-
cles, well-suited for clearing fences
and making quick getaways.

This is not an issue, Hamm said, for
competitive archers; 3D targets, after
all, are inanimate objects.

And large game animals like elk
and moose can’t react as fast as a
whitetail, Hamm said.

“Whitetails are so hair-trigger, you
want to use every advantage,” he said.
“There’s no way you can be faster
than a deer’s reflexes when you’re

hunting with a longbow or a recurve.
“I’d rather get off a quiet shot that a

deer didn’t hear, rather than a fast
shot.”

Edward Vargas, archery coach and
owner of SureShot Archery in
Humble, said most archers mistaken-
ly go for speed and don’t consider
noise. “They want the fastest arrow,”
he said. “But they are noisier. It’s bet-
ter to match the arrow to the bow,
which often means lighter — and
slightly slower — arrows.”

Veteran bowhunters also recom-
mend string “silencers” that arrest

vibration, such as “cat whiskers”
made from the tiny rubber strips
used on bass lures.

Traditional archers also like the
classic look of silencers made from
tufts of fur from otter, beaver or
muskrat. Hamm noted compound
bow shooters like that look, too.

Using heavy arrows also cuts noise,
Hamm said, because the weight,
measured in grains, absorbs extra
energy from the bow. He suggested
using arrows weighing 500 grains.

Also, eliminate loose parts on your
compound bow. A small piece of

inner tube rubber makes a fine lock
washer, according to some veterans.

And be sure that your arrow rest is
lined with moleskin or some other
light padding so that there’s no
“clink” when you snap your arrow in
place.

Taking steps to silence a bow may
seem obsessive, but veterans say
that’s just part of the journey from
novice archer to a successful
bowhunter.

“The learning curve is real steep,”
Hamm said. “But after you get busted
by a deer a few times, you learn.”

Bows
Continued from Page 1

These pups are out of Shotgun Sassy and Shotgun
Simba. (The labs Jerry Wood uses for seminars in

the Cabela’s stores.) These parents are good 
hunting/retrieving dogs, and also compete in Field

Trials. Sassy is a Certified Intermediate Pointing
Retriever. There are 47 titles in their past four 

generation pedigree. Out of a litter of 10, we have
2 blacks and 2 yellows left to sell. The pups will be

7 weeks old on Aug. 28.
Visit this  website for pictures and more info:

www.diamondwkennels.com . 
830-833-1291 or 210-259-1454.

CHAMPIONSHIP
LABS
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FAX TO: (214) 368-0344
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For Fastest Service, Call Toll-Free at 

(866) 361-2276 or visit 
www.lonestaroutdoornews.com

Welcome to 

Lone Star Outdoor News 
Texas’ Premier Outdoor Newspaper 

We publish twice a month to bring you the very best of the
Texas outdoors — the most credible and timely outdoor
information in print.

Every issue, we’ll bring you some of the state’s best out-
door photography and stories. You’ll read about big game
hunting, waterfowling, upland bird hunting, freshwater fish-
ing across the state and saltwater fishing all up and down
the Texas Coast. Plus, you’ll get national news … conserva-
tion updates … weather report … wild game and fish
recipes … and the latest breaking news from state and fed-
eral wildlife agencies.

We Want to
Deliver Our
Newspaper

to You!

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!  

24

$25

You won’t want to miss 
a single issue

ISSUES 
FOR

www.lonestaroutdoornews.com

HEROES

SHARE 
AN 

ADVENTURE 
Want to share your great

hunting or  fishing  photos
with the Lone Star Outdoor
News family?  E-mail your
photo, phone and caption

information to editor@
lonestaroutdoornews.com,

or mail to:  Heroes, Lone
Star Outdoor News, 9304

Forest Lane, Suite 114
South, Dallas, TX, 75243.

BRENT PROPST helps hold a 43 3/4-inch redfish his son
KEIL, 7, caught and released while fishing in Mitchell’s Cut
near Port O’Connor.

JOE DE LA ROSA shows a 41-inch redfish he caught off the jetties in Port
Aransas.

KELLI SELLERS with her New Zealand Arapawa Ram shot at 224 yards with a .270.
She was hunting with the Dallas Safari Club 2006 Outfitter of the Year, SHANE
JOHNSTON, owner of New Zealand Four Season Safaris.                               

WALTER and MICHELLE RICE of Alvin landed this 10 1/2-
pound bass while fishing the Lakes of Danbury.

YVONNE DE LA ROSA shows a 45-inch redfish she caught fishing off the jetties of
Port Aransas with guide CHARLIE HUTCHINS.
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ACROSS
1. A male game bird
5. The hunter’s cover
8. Protective devise, arm _____

10. Merganser, redhead, scoter
11. Sound of an arrow leaving the 

bow
12. A flock of geese
15. Code for power point
16. Assortment of decoys
17. Name for the Hawaiian goose
18. Act of preparing for another 

shot
22. A missed shot
24. Some game birds termed a 

_____
25. Code for a type bullet
26. A common game bird
27. Hunter’s gear bag
30. Composition disc in a shot 

shell
32. The _____ pigeon
33. This bird will hide in the corn 

rows
36. The area for wingshooting
38. A female elk
39. Some barrels are side by ____
40. A common cover for 33 across
43. A big game hideaway
45. To carve pattern in metal of a 

gun
47. A popular brand of arrows
49. The boat gear
50. A stand for still hunting
51. A reel adjuster to tire a fish
52. Protector cover for a scope

DOWN
1. The reticle in a scope
2. Permits use of smaller caliber 

ammo
3. Field habitat preferred by quail

4. There is the surf and the black 
_____

6. Aim ahead of game on the run
7. Signifies a type shotgun
9. A major deer food

13. The ruffed is a tricky game 
bird

14. A species of duck
16. Gun action to successful wing

shooting
19. The shooter’s weapon
20. A breed of setter
21. The object of the hunt
23. Largest of the quail species
25. The kelp is a ____ bass
28. Wingshooting is _____ shooting

29. A species of quail
31. To pull back the bowstring
33. The back leg in a shooting 

stance
34. Hunter’s friend and helper
35. A type of lure
37. Old gobblers are called this
40. This holds the powder charge
41. Letters for term of velocity
42. To analyze a game trail
44. Term for a quick shot
46. A fiercely toothed fish
48. Code for a type shotgun

WILD IN THE KITCHEN

WEATHER

For crossword puzzle solution, see Page 22

OUTDOOR PUZZLER
Grilled Curried Tuna with Apples

Outdoor Puzzler, 
Wilbur "Wib" Lundeen

Want to share your recipes?
E-mail them to editor@lonestaroutdoornews.com

Baked Dove

Serves 3-4

Ingredients

1 lb. Tuna loin, cut into 1-inch thick
medallions
1 Tablespoon olive oil
3 Tablespoons lime juice
1 Teaspoon curry
1/2 Teaspoon grated ginger
1 Tablespoon chopped red onion
1 Teaspoon honey
1 Medium red delicious apple sliced
thinly

Thaw frozen tuna loin. Make mar-
inated by combining all other
ingredients except apple. Add tuna
and marinate for 30 minutes, turn-
ing once. Remove tuna, reserving
marinade. Grill on greased grate,
4-5 inches from hot coals. For

most loins, 3-4 minutes on each of
three sides is sufficient. Baste gen-
erously with reserved marinade.
Turn frequently. Do not overcook;
tuna should be pink in the center
when removed from heat. Serve
over chilled apple slices.
Recipe from The National Fisheries
Institute, www.aboutseafood.com.

12-18 Dove breasts
1 Medium onion, chopped
2 Tablespoons melted butter 

or margarine
Salt and pepper
1 Can cream of celery soup 

— undiluted
1/2 Teaspoon oregano
1 (4 oz.) Can mushrooms, drained
1/2 Teaspoon rosemary
1/2 Cup Sauterne (white wine)
1 Teaspoon Kitchen Bouquet
1 Cup sour cream 

Cooked wild rice

Arrange doves in a large baking
dish — do not crowd. Saute
onion in butter. Add remaining
ingredients except sour cream
and rice. Pour over doves and
cover dish. Bake at 325 degrees
for 1 hour, turning doves occa-
sionally. Add sour cream (option-
al) and stir into sauce. Leave
uncovered and bake an addition-
al 20 minutes. Spoon sauce over
rice.
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Offshore and Bay fishing
30' Stamas
21' Shallowsport

South Texas
Deer and Turkey
Hunting
10,000 Acres

Duck, Goose and
Dove Hunting

40,000 Acres

Capt. Scott Hickman
3218 Coral Ridge Ct.

League City, TX 77573
(281) 535-1930

Fax: (281) 535-1935
www.circleh.org

It’s easy to advertise on this page — just send us your business card, and let us know how many weeks you want your ad to run. Purchase 12
issues of advertising and your business will be profiled with a photo in this section. Outfitter Listings: $40 each issue. Please include either a
check or credit card billing information with your order. Mail to: Lone Star Outdoor News, 9304 Forest Lane, Suite 114 South, Dallas, TX 75243
or call (214) 361-2276.

OUTFITTERS

Pheasants
Quail
Deer
Excellent 

season-long
pheasant and quail

hunting
JOHN GASPER

OSBORNE, KS
785-346-2697

785-346-6342

You-make-the-call hunting lodge • You decide what happens when!
www.gasperfarmshunting.com

PROFILE YOUR  BUSINESS

Vinegarroon Wildlife
www.texaswhitetailhunts.com

vwildlife@satx.rr.com
830-313-0607-cell • 210-695-4855-office

•Guided Trophy Hunts •Full-Service Hunts •Total Acres-38,000
Del Rio & Alpine, Tx. Real County
NATIVE EXOTICS Fallow
Whitetail Spring Turkey        Aoudad Sika
Mule Deer Dove & Quail           Axis Mouflan
Pronghorn Black Buck Others

CROSSWORD
PUZZLE

SOLUTION
FROM

PAGE 20

LONE STAR OUTDOOR NEWS REACHES A 

QUARTER-MILLION READERS ACROSS TEXAS.  

SHOW THEM YOUR ADVERTISEMENT.

Call (866) 361-2276
or e-mail: classifieds@lonestaroutdoornews.com

smaller fish early in the morning,”
he said. “But the better fish are
being caught on the outside edge of
the deep grass line starting at about
28 feet deep on jigs, Carolina- and
Texas-rigs.” 

At Houston County Lake near
Crockett, nighttime fishermen beat
the heat and have reported some
good catches. “They have been
doing pretty well on crankbaits on
the rocks and with tequila sunrise
and cotton candy plastics,” said
Robert at the Crockett Family Resort.
“No one is fishing during the middle
of the day, the water is so hot.”

At Sam Rayburn, fish are being
caught early and late, but “it’s fair at
best,” said guide Roger Bacon of
Roger Bacon Outdoors. “Some great
local fishermen were zeroed at the
recent Bass ’N Bucks tournament,”
Bacon said. “The lake is two feet
above pool, which doesn’t sound
like a lot, but it’s usually four to five

feet below pool this time of year,
and the water temperature is 91
degrees.”

The high water has hurt the suc-
cess of the weekend anglers. “It’s
tough for the regular angler to find
the grass beds since you can’t see
them from the surface,” Bacon said.
“They are having some luck on the
outside edges of the hydrilla in 14 to
18 feet using Carolina-rigged baby
brush hogs and lizards in dark col-
ors, and flipping a heavy jig vertical-
ly.”

Bacon, who guides crappie fisher-
men as well, targets his numerous
brush piles. “If you have brush piles,
you can drop-shot them and do fair-
ly well.”

Reports from Lake Haven Marina
on Lake Brownwood and Elm Creek
Marina on O.H. Ivie Lake say the
bass have shut down. “We haven’t
had much luck since we got six feet
of fresh water from the rains at the
end of June,” said Jerry Hunter at
Elm Creek Marina. “Someone is
reporting they are catching them
here, but I sure haven’t heard or
seen anything.”

Summer
Continued from Page 1

A host of state and federal
agencies, responding to
Edwards’ permit application to
the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, listed dozens of envi-
ronmental and engineering
concerns, placing the project on
temporary hold and possibly
jeopardizing funding sources.

Edwards estimates that
addressing these concerns could
delay the project slightly and
cost an additional $200,000 or
more to hire an environmental
team to redesign certain aspects
of the project and to rework the
permit application.

The effort has received sup-
port from such angling and con-
servation organizations as
Coastal Conservation Associa-
tion-Texas (CCA), Saltwater-
Fisheries Enhancement Associa-
tion (SEA) and the Coastal Bend
Bays & Estuaries Program. Each
has sanctioned the project by
contributing thousands of dol-
lars toward research and design.

And the Texas General Land
Office, through the grants it
administers, has considered the
project a good idea.

Edwards said the unexpected
negative comments reflect
either a deep ignorance of the
Cedar Bayou’s history or some-
thing more sinister such as pol-
itics. 

She said the agencies, which
include the Environmental

Protection Agency, the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, Texas
Parks and Wildlife and the
Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality, seem
to ignore the environmental
evidence that justified previous
Cedar Bayou openings as well
as other pass projects along the
Texas coast.

“What’s changed?” Edwards
asks. “If this was a good idea
before, then why isn’t it a good
idea today?”

The mouth of Cedar Bayou
and the mouth of the nearby
slough, which feeds the pass,
were covered at the hands of
government work crews years
ago. The pass was intentionally
blocked in 1979 to prevent con-
tamination of Mesquite and
Aransas bays after an oil spill in
the Gulf. Nobody seems to
know why the mouth of
Vinson Slough was covered
with dredge material in 1995,
the last time TPW dredged the
pass.

Historically, the hydraulic
energy provided by Vinson
Slough was essential to the flow
of this historic fish pass
between Aransas Bay and the
Gulf of Mexico, according to
Hugo Bermudez with Coast
and Harbor Engineering, the
firm that designed the pro-
posed dredge project for Save
Cedar Bayou. Bermudez said
his preferred plan would incor-
porate this essential dynamic
for a viable channel.

There is no way to predict

with complete certainty
whether the pass would remain
open, Bermudez said. But the
last time TPW dredged it, the
pass stayed open for at least 15
years with minimal mainte-
nance.

Biologists say an open pass
would benefit the surrounding
estuary system in countless
ways, improving water quality
and providing much-needed
Gulf access to myriad marine
species, including shrimp and
redfish, not to mention the
blue crabs that are essential to
the diet of endangered whoop-
ing cranes, which winter near-
by.

Comments sent to the Corps
of Engineers list possible nega-
tive repercussions on seagrass-
es, shallow marshes, bird habi-
tat and such.

Edwards, who considers most
of the concerns bureaucratic
debris and void of reason, said
her goal is to return the area to
pre-1995 conditions and by
doing so revive a bay system
that has been denied by unnat-
ural means its access to life-giv-
ing Gulf waters. 

And yet, each of the agencies
is recommending that current
conditions near Cedar Bayou
be preserved or considered
above the more natural condi-
tions that previously existed
before the area was altered by
man.

“This is an environmental
restoration project, plain and
simple,” Edwards said. 

Bayou
Continued from Page 1
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