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Experts say the key to protecting
deer is not targeting predators
such as coyotes, but improving
habitat management to provide
better hiding places during the
fawning season as well as
encouraging a tighter drop season. 

See Page 6

A new film aims to convey the
hunting experience for women.
Director Carol Wagner of Austin
says women hunters enjoy the
thrill of the hunt just like men.
However, they're less hung up on
numbers and are more into the
overall outdoors experience.

See Page 7

FISHING

Many Texas offshore anglers are
fishing at night to beat the heat.  

See Page 8

Rattling floats are attracting
anglers and fish alike. They're the
current rage in salt-water fishing.

See Page 9

NATIONAL
Angler Denny Brauer snagged the
honor of BASS career
earnings leader — at least
temporarily — away from
Kevin VanDam with a win at Lake
Champlain in New York.

See Page 4

CONSERVATION
New tarpon tags, which track
tarpons and give information on
their movements, may give
scientists an idea why their
numbers have declined since the
1950s.

See Page 5
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Be a sure shot
Shoot for percentages, not numbers

KNOW YOUR LIMITS: Hunters should aim at
reducing the number of wounded ducks this
season by making the right shot choices.

Anglers hone weedless ways

By Wes Smalling

A bird in the hand is worth
two in the bush, especially two
dead birds you’ll never find. 

If you hunt, you’ve probably

had that sinking feeling, as you
stand helplessly in the blind
watching a bird you’ve wounded
fly away. 

Studies by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service indicate that
waterfowl hunters cripple about

30 percent of the birds they
shoot at and that 80 percent of
those birds die within two
weeks.

Here’s five tips from the
experts on how to reduce the

Baits aplenty
for hooking a 

fish in the grass
By Danno Wise

Grass is a bay fisherman’s greatest time rob-
ber in late summer. 

Whether it be mowing his lawn, which pre-
vents him from getting on the water, or pluck-
ing from his lure, which prevents him from
making casts in rapid succession, grass certain-
ly slows the fish-finding process in July and
August. 

Though little can be done to reduce lawn
maintenance, today’s inshore anglers have
plenty of options to help them avoid the grass
that covers the bay floor during late summer.
Additionally, some of today’s weedless baits
allow anglers to probe inside of our inshore
grass beds and find the fish seeking refuge
there. 

Although many of these weedless options
were originally invented to help their bass fish-
ing counterparts, innovative inshore anglers
have learned to take advantage of the existing
technology in recent years.

“Of course, you’ve probably heard this a mil-
lion times, but you can hardly go wrong with a
weedless gold spoon when fishing heavy
grass,” said Rockport guide and FLW Redfish
Tour angler Capt. Darrell Walter. “But, you can
also do real good with a worm rigged Texas-
style, although hook setting becomes a bit of an
issue, since you have to punch the hook
through the plastic.

“One other thing I like throwing when it gets
real weedy is that (Stanley) Ribbit Frog. You
wouldn’t think to throw that, but if you’re
around semi-aggressive fish, they’ll come up
and blast it. Buzzin’ that frog across the top can
be a lot of fun.”

Anglers throwing a Texas-rigged soft-plastic
during late summer can rig these baits weight-

SIZZLING SUMMER: Anglers deal with summer grass by using weedless lures to attract aggressive red drum. Photo
by David J. Sams.

HOT CATCH: Lance Vick
admires a 10-pound summer
bass. 

Lake Fork hot for
summer lunkers

By John N. Felsher

Most people know Lake Fork, a 27,690-acre
impoundment near Quitman, for producing
huge bass during late winter and early spring.

February and March at Fork each produced
10 of the top 50 bass ever caught in Texas.

However, people can still catch quality fish

See SURE SHOT, Page 18 

See GRASS, Page 24 

See FORK, Page 24 
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Deer test positive for 
chronic waste disease

Three deer in southern New
Mexico have tested positive for
chronic wasting disease, bringing
the total number of confirmed
CWD-infected deer in the state to 15
since the first infected deer was dis-
covered in 2002.

The New Mexico Game and Fish
Department received test results
Wednesday from the state
Veterinary Diagnostic Services labo-
ratory in Albuquerque that two wild
deer captured near the White Sands
Missile Range headquarters east of
Las Cruces had tested positive for
chronic wasting disease. A third wild

deer captured in the small communi-
ty of Timberon in the southern
Sacramento Mountains also tested
positive for the disease.

Chronic wasting disease is a fatal
neurological illness that afflicts deer,
elk and moose. There is no evidence
of CWD being transmitted to
humans or livestock. The disease
causes animals to become emaciat-
ed, display abnormal behavior and
lose control of bodily functions. To
date, it has been found in captive and
wild deer, elk and moose in eight
states and two Canadian provinces.
— A New Mexico Game and Fish report.

Denny Brauer
became the BASS
career earnings
leader with a 23-
pound, 4-ounce bag
to win the $100,000
first-place prize in
the CITGO
Bassmaster
Champion’s Choice
on Lake Champlain
in New York.

Brauer finished
with a four-day total
of 20 bass weighing
80 pounds, 3 ounces.
Brent Chapman of
Shawnee, Kan., fin-
ished second with
72-5.

“It was a dream
day to have on the
last day of a tourna-
ment,” Brauer said.
“Execution-wise, I
don’t know if it was
the best tournament
I’ve ever had, but it’s
close.”

Kevin VanDam had moved ahead of Brauer on the all-time money
list, with both of them topping the $2 million mark. The $100,000
check Sunday put Brauer back on top.

“I was very, very proud of that,” said the 57-year-old Brauer of the
first time he moved to the No. 1 spot. “I took it from Larry Nixon, a
good friend of mine.

“I can tell you right now Kevin will pass me eventually. But I’m not
going to go away quietly.”
— A BASS report.

‘It was a 
dream day’

Brauer nabs BASS earnings lead

IN THE MONEY: Denny Brauer landed a $100,000
check for winning the CITGO Bassmaster Choice on
Lake Champlain. Photo by BASS.

A team of scientists from NOAA’s
National Centers for Coastal Ocean
Science, Louisiana Universities
Marine Consortium and Louisiana
State University is forecasting that the
“Dead Zone” off the coast of
Louisiana and Texas this summer will
be larger than the average size since
1990.

This NOAA team predicts this sum-
mer’s “Dead Zone” will be 6,700
square miles, an area half the size of
the state of Maryland. Since 1990 the
average annual hypoxia-affected area
has been approximately 4,800 square
miles. 

The forecast is based on nitrate
loads from the Mississippi and
Atchafalaya rivers in May and incor-
porates the previous year’s load to the
system. 

The “Dead Zone” is an area in the
Gulf of Mexico where seasonal oxy-
gen levels drop too low to support
most life in bottom and near-bottom
waters. It is caused by a seasonal
change where algal growth, stimulat-
ed by input of nutrients such as nitro-
gen and phosphorus from the
Mississippi and Atchafalaya rivers,
settles and decays in the bottom
waters. The decaying algae consume
oxygen faster than it can be replen-
ished from the surface, leading to
decreased levels of dissolved oxygen.

Research indicates that nearly
tripling the nitrogen load into the
gulf over the past 50 years has led to
the heightened Gulf of Mexico
hypoxia problem.
— An NOAA report.

Dead Zone
Hypoxia-affected
area expected to

grow, scientists say
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Satellite targets tarpon
For many a veteran angler, the

pinnacle of a fishing career comes
with his first tarpon hook-up. 

Throughout the 1950s, tarpon
tournaments were commonplace
on the Texas Gulf coast. 

Then, the tarpon seemed to dis-
appear. By the early 1970s, the
sought-after sportfish were rarely
seen off Texas, and even more
rarely landed. And no one knows
why.

Biologists say several factors like-
ly contributed to the species’
decline. 

“It is difficult to put your finger
on the one reason for the decline in
tarpon along the Texas coast,” said
Larry McKinney, director of
Coastal Fisheries for the Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department. “It
is likely a combination of many

things. One of the confounding
factors is that we actually know
very little about the biology of the
species.”

Researchers hope to change that
beginning with the Tarpon
Tomorrow Pro-Am Tournament
Aug. 4-5. At the event, headquar-
tered at Laguna Harbor in Bolivar,
scientists will attempt to place as
many as one dozen pop-up archival
transmitting tags on tarpon.

The tags, known by the acronym
“PAT,” are embedded in the mus-
cular backs of the fish for up to two
years. While being towed by the
tarpon, the tags record the fish’s
movement, water depth and water
temperature at regular intervals. 

At a preset time, the tag pops off
the fish and floats to the surface
where it transmits the recorded

information to an orbiting satellite.
“It’s going to tell us, we hope,

information concerning Texas tar-
pon migration as well as their
behavior in entering and leaving
Texas estuaries,” said Scott Alford,
tournament committee chairman
for Tarpon Tomorrow, a non-profit
foundation dedicated to under-
standing and protecting tarpon
stocks. “There’s also going to be an
effort to place some tags in tarpon
off Port O’Conner and in the bay.”

Tarpon Tomorrow is the driving
force behind the ongoing project
and is leading a group of like-mind-
ed sportfish conservation organi-
zations — Tarpon and Bonefish
Unlimited and the Coastal
Conservation Association — in
gathering support for the study.
— A Texas Parks and Wildlife report.

Study to shed light on migration patterns

Land reclamation changes benefit quail
New alternatives for reclaiming

mined lands in Texas means thou-
sands of acres of new quail habitat
could be realized each year, accord-
ing to wildlife biologists with Texas
Parks and Wildlife.

A cooperative effort between
TPW and the Railroad Commission
of Texas has paved the way for
mined lands to be reclaimed into
habitat that will support quail and
other upland grassland bird species. 

Texas has 13 operating mines and
6 mines going through the reclama-
tion process. There are about
55,000 acres of mine land reclaimed
annually in Texas.

“We see this as an opportunity to
meet some of the objectives of the
Texas Quail Conservation

Initiatives on reclaimed mine
lands,” said Robert L. Cook, TPW
Executive Director. “We applaud the
Railroad Commission for working
with TPW staff in getting changes to
federal revegetation regulations in
support of this conservation effort.
This is being viewed by others in the
conservation community as a
model that offers great potential in
other parts of the country.”

Throughout their range, bob-
white quail populations nation-
wide have declined from an esti-
mated 59 million birds in 1980 to
about 20 million in 1999.

Changes to the landscape during
the last two decades — primarily
urban growth, conversion of native
grasslands to exotic grasses like

coastal Bermuda and monoculture
pine plantations — have robbed
quail and other species of usable
space, according to wildlife biolo-
gists.

The new reclamation options will
enable mining companies that own
the reclaimed areas to increase
wildlife habitat on their lands, and
create additional benefits for pri-
vate landowners who lease their
lands for mining.

For landowners the new wildlife
habitat option could provide a new
revenue source from quail hunting,
while allowing conversion of an
agriculture tax exemption to a
wildlife tax exemption.
— A Texas Parks and Wildlife
report.



By Ralph Winingham

Breaking a sporting clays target is
often a head-to-head battle
between a shooter and the person
who set the course with a goal of
making easy targets hard to hit.

A target setter’s tricks of the trade
can put a shooter off balance by
making a target seem to be flying
slower or faster than it is; or use ter-
rain to give the target a deceptive
angle of flight (target line).

If a sporting clays shooter does
well, he or she normally takes the
credit.  If the final score is disap-
pointing, the shooter often blames

the course designer.
Probably one of the most praised

— and most criticized — target set-
ters in the country is Mike
McAlpine of San Angelo, who has
recently started conducting clinics
across the country called Target
Reading and Presentation Seminars
(TRAPS). 

“There have been times when I
have designed a course and had a
shooter tell me that I set the best
targets he ever shot.  Then, the very
next shooter I see will tell me that
they were the worst targets he ever
shot.

“As a course designer, it is my job
to set the targets and it is the shoot-

er’s job to break them.  If I give
them a fair chance to break the tar-
get and they don’t, it’s not my
fault,’’ McAlpine said. 

Drawing upon 35 years of clay
target experience and after having
set nearly 800 courses from world
championships to local competi-
tions, the former National Sporting
Clays Association chief instructor
said his clinics are a unique con-
cept.

During one of his three-day ses-
sions held at the Capital City Trap
and Skeet Club in Austin earlier this
month, McAlpine said that by
exploring the how’s and why’s of a
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Look of clays often deceiving

Target setters add special
twist to course design

TARGET SKILLS: A sporting clays shooter takes aim at the Dallas Gun Club. Photo by David
J. Sams. 

Predator
prey

VICTIM OF THE WILD: Coyotes rarely attack mature deer unless they are in a weakened state following injury or illness. This buck, which
suffered injuries from black brush thorns in its hoofs, seeks refuge in a stock tank after being attacked by coyotes in South Texas. 

By Lindsay Thomas Jr.

For deer hunters who are con-
cerned about coyotes, there is reas-
suring news in the results of the
most comprehensive, long-term
study of carnivores in the United
States.

Conducted by students and fac-
ulty of Mississippi State University
(MSU), the project lasted almost 10

years. 
Bruce Leopold is the head of the

Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries at Mississippi State, and
supervised the carnivore study.
According to the study, deer are an
important food source for coyotes
based on how frequently deer hair
is found in coyote scats. However,
the manner in which coyotes
acquire this food is important. 

“Our study showed two main

peaks for finding deer hair in coy-
ote scats: during fawning season
and during the hunting season,”
Leopold said. “The rest of the year
there wasn’t much at all. One to
five scats out of 50 to 100 that we
were collecting per month would
contain deer hair.”

The peak during fawning season
supported the well-known idea
that coyotes are random, oppor-
tunistic predators of fawns.

MSU researchers found that
while deer were an important food
source for coyotes, there was no
appreciable impact on the overall
deer population. 

The research helped identify
practices that can limit the impact
of coyotes by revealing where and
when coyotes are most effective in
their predation. “Our results said
that the best investment you could
make toward limiting the impact of

coyotes on deer is not to trap or
shoot coyotes but to manipulate
the habitat so that deer have many
areas for fawning that are scattered
across the landscape,” Leopold
said. 

“Although coyotes hunt by
scent, most fawns give off very little
scent for the first few weeks,”
Leopold said. “And a coyote has to
get within 100 to 200 feet of the

Fawning cover, habitat
management help shield

deer from coyotes

Hunter education class gateway to the outdoors

OUTDOOR CLASSROOM: Students participate in a hunter education course at Texas Freshwater
Fisheries Center. Photo by Larry Hodge.

By Bill Miller

A game warden’s badge is no inoculation
against a hunter’s bad judgment.

Warden Michael McCall, a six-year veteran
who patrols Tarrant County, recently recalled
how he once got peppered with birdshot.

“The guy swung on a bird and he wasn’t aware
of where I was standing,’’ McCall said recently at
a hunter education course at Cabela’s in Fort
Worth.

“He was old enough so that he wasn’t
required to take the class,’’ McCall added, “but it
could have taught him how to avoid what hap-
pened. I’d hate to speculate if it didn’t exist.’’

Texas requires every hunter to successfully
complete its Hunter Education Training Course

if they were born on or after Sept. 2, 1971. 
To understand what it was like before then,

spend a few moments with Terry Erwin, who
oversees hunter education for Texas Parks and
Wildlife.

Erwin, also president of the International
Hunter Education Association, fires off Texas
safety statistics like he’s reading a grocery list.

For example, there were 105 hunting acci-
dents in 1968, he said, and 37 of them were fatal.
But last year, he noted, the number of accidents
reached only 31, with two fatal.

“One accident is too many,’’ Erwin said, “but
you can see how significantly the numbers have
been dropping year after year.’’

He credited Kentucky and New York for start-
ing the hunter safety movement about 50 years

See Coyotes, Page 18 

See Safety, Page 18 



target setter’s goal in designing a
course, everyone can improve their
sporting clays experience.

“I think a good target presentation
is one that doesn’t try to beat a shoot-

er, but tries to challenge a shooter,’’ he
said.  “Targets can vary from one day
to the next on the same  course.  

“This is what makes sporting clays
so appealing to shooters — variety is
the spice of life.’’

While he is hesitant to give away all
of his tricks of the trade, McAlpine did
offer these suggestions for shooters
who seem to be baffled by certain tar-
get presentations:

A Box View — By removing the
top and bottom of a box of shotgun
ammunition, a shooter can create a
viewer that will provide four points of
reference of the target line.  This will
allow the shooter to determine if a tar-
get is rising or falling; drifting left or
right; or flying faster or slower than it
appears.  With this knowledge, the
shooter will have more information in
preparing for the shot.

Hard Focus — This is the most
important visualization tool for a
sporting clays shooter.  By looking at
the target with intense focus, it will
appear to slow down.  “The target will
be easier to break because it will seem
that you do not have to move your gun
as fast,’’ McAlpine said.  He added that
if a target is dropping or angling down-
ward, focus on its bottom edge, while
if it is rising, keep your focus on the

dome or top of the target.
“The most important thing is to be

safe, and the second most important
thing is to have fun,’’ he said.

McAlpine can be reached at his Clay
Target Academy by calling (325) 651-
7810.
Ralph Winingham is an outdoor writer
and National Sporting Clays
Association shooting instructor based in
San Antonio.       
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By Darlene McCormick

Sanchez

For some, the idea of women hunt-
ing is an anomaly — even in Texas.

Carol Wagner, an Oklahoma native
who now lives in Austin, is out to
change all of that with a new docu-
mentary: “Dressed To Kill — Women
Who Hunt.”

Never mind that Wagner, 48, is a
newcomer to filmmaking. She grew
up hunting and knew that nobody
had documented female hunters for
the big screen. In her experience,
women hunters were just everyday
women who loved the outdoors. 

And for many, hunting had the
extra bonus of offering women a way
to feed their families healthy, low-fat
meat.

“These are not female bubbas.
They’re not out there shooting every-
thing up,” she said. ”I think that’s
what’s conveyed in this film, it’s
about being outdoors. It’s not just
about hunting an animal.”

Wagner wanted the film to simply
tell it like it is. Teresa Davidson, assis-
tant director of the film, was from
New York and wasn’t a hunter, so
Wagner felt the film would be bal-
anced.

Funding for the project wasn’t easy
to come by. She found out that tradi-
tional grants weren’t the way to go. To
get the help she needed, Wagner
began approaching the powerhouses

of the industry — like Browning and
Leupold & Stevens Inc.  At first, peo-
ple were leery that a filmmaker —
often synonymous with Hollywood
and anti-hunting — wanted to do a
documentary on hunting. 

But Wagner, who was in marketing
for years, used her powers of persua-
sion and a film was born. The labor
lasted four years. 

During that time, women — most
from Texas — began to open up on
camera offering a fascinating view of
hunting among females. They experi-
ence the adrenaline rush just like men
when they pull the trigger. But egos
don’t seem to get in the way when

one woman bags a magnificent ani-
mal. 

“It’s a very thoughtful process for
the women,” Wagner said.

Deborah Wardlaw Cleverdon of
Houston was one female hunter who
decided to participate in the docu-

mentary. Cleverdon has hunted since
she was a girl: “I shot my first deer
when I was 14, I believe.”

Cleverdon said she tagged along
with the boys when she was younger,
but her dad didn’t encourage her to
hunt. “Girls weren’t supposed to do
that sort of thing,” she said.

Later in life Cleverdon got into
hunting in a big way. Now, at 55, she
teaches women to shoot and helps
arrange hunts for them through the
Texas State Rifle Association. This year
she hopes to go on eight to 10 hunts
across the state.

So why does she hunt? “It’s just so
heart-felt. I love just being out there.

Taking the animal is just such a minor
part of it,” Cleverdon said.

Cleverdon said landowners are
catching on to the idea as well, realiz-
ing that women hold the purse
strings in many families.

Sally Jo Frame, a Round Rock resi-
dent, can only describe hunting as a
passion.  She grew up in Florida and
has fond memories of when her
father would take her with him on
hunting trips.

She didn’t get into hunting until
she was 46, in 2003, a few years after
her father gave her his deer rifle. 

“Man, was I hooked. I found what I
was going to do for the rest of my
life,” she said. “I shot a doe. I mean to
tell you the adrenaline rush was so
unbelievable.”

And though she never hunted with
her father, who died in 2004 at age
90, she got to share her hunts with
him through telephone conversa-
tions. Hunting brings a feeling of
closeness with her father that will
never fade away for Frame.

“I tell you I feel him in the blinds
with me. Every time I pick up a
gun...” she said.

As for response to the film, Wagner
said so far it’s been positive. Women
Who Hunt has been accepted at film
festivals in Oklahoma, Wyoming,
New York and Texas. 
Darlene McCormick Sanchez is con-
tributing editor for the Lone Star Outdoor
News.

Big screen captures women on the hunt

SHOWTIME: Film crew from left to right:  Diane Zander Mason (camerawoman), Heather Mitchell (sound recordist), Carol
Wagner (producer/director) and Tara Hamlin (camerawoman) are shown at Texas Trophy Club Ranch. Photo by Sally Jo
Frame.

“Dressed To Kill — Women
Who Hunt” is scheduled to
play Aug. 13 at 5:30 p.m. in
Dallas  at the Dallas Theater
Center. For more information,
visit www.videofest.org.
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Hybrids striking in Texas heat
Fishing

has been
‘surprisingly

good’
By Diana Kunde

Texas Parks and Wildlife began
stocking hybrid striped bass in the
state’s lakes and reservoirs more
than 30 years ago.  The love affair
between anglers and this fighting
fish has been growing ever since.

“I think they fight better than
stripers,” said Michael Shore, a
Dallas angler who likes to fish
Richland Chambers Reservoir.  The
fishing’s been “surprisingly good”
at the 41,356-acre lake lately, con-
sidering the hot weather, he said.

“If they’re big enough, they’ll
(hybrids) make two or three runs.
It’s almost like fishing for little mar-
lin,” Shore said. 

Hybrids are considered to have “a
hybrid vigor” because they get
genes from two species, said Brian
Van Zee, a regional director of
inland fisheries for TPW.  The
hybrid striped bass is the offspring
of white bass and striped bass.

The idea behind the hybrid
striper, said Van Zee, was to produce
a predator with the fight of a striped
bass and the warm water tolerance
of the white bass or sandie.

Parent striped bass also survive
well in Texas lakes, but tend to seek
out the thermocline — the cooler

water at the bottoms of large lakes
— during summer months.  

“Both stripers and hybrids are
really good fighters.  During the
heat of the summer, probably the
hybrid is a better fighter,” Van Zee
said.

TPW does the breeding and rear-
ing of these hybrid bass in its own

hatcheries and raises about 2.5 mil-
lion fingerlings a year for stocking.
“Typically, our hybrids go into
smaller reservoirs.  They fill a
niche,” Van Zee said. The hybrids
don’t reproduce.

TPW stocked 20 lakes around the
state this year with the hybrids. The
stocked lakes include Richland

Chambers, Tawakoni, Fort
Phantom Hill, Georgetown,
Cooper, Conroe, Nasworthy,
Calaveras and Victor Braunig,
among others. Anglers can check
the TWP Web site or a good state
atlas for stocked lakes.

Jim Taylor, a banker and part-
time fishing guide from Emory, has

been catching “a lot of numbers”
on Tawakoni, he said.  One recent
Wednesday, he, his son and a friend
brought in their limits on hybrid
and striped bass (five each of either
variety) but probably caught about
35 fish between them, releasing the

HEFTY HYBRID: Michael Shore caught this estimated 8-pound hybrid striped bass at Richland-Chambers Reservoir. The fish was caught on chartreuse slab spoon in 40-foot
of water suspended at 24 feet.  Shore was fishing with guide Bob Holmes. Photo by David J. Sams.

Relief is just 
a needle away

A fast rise from the depths
puts pressure on fish to survive

By Craig Nyhus

Summertime fishing can be
excellent for red snapper offshore
and for striped bass inland.

However, it often involves fish-
ing at
depths of
100 feet.
The stress
to a fish
brought up
from the
depths
results in
increased
pressure
which in
turn
increases the volume in the swim
bladder of the fish. 

This may require deflating the
swim bladder of the fish to ensure
the survival of any released fish.

“The inflated swim bladder is
definitely an issue offshore, espe-
cially with red snapper, which
must be at least 16 inches to
keep,” said Capt. Dennis Lugg of
Port Aransas.  “We typically
deflate the bladder on all of the
fish we release.” 

“It’s crucial.  The snapper won’t
survive without it,” said Kyle

Spiller, Ecosystem Leader with
Texas Parks and Wildlife for the
Upper Laguna Madre.  

Fish adjust their buoyancy to
maintain their position in the
water column by the use of the
swim bladder. 

“When
the fish
comes up
quickly in
the water
column,
the
increased
pressure
causes the
swim blad-
der to
inflate,”

Spiller said. “The fish isn’t able to
displace the gas, and the released
fish will remain on or come back
to the surface.”

Boyles Law, a basic law of
physics, provides the answers to
the amount of increased volume
in the bladder.  For example, a
swim bladder with a volume of
0.25 liters in a fish at a depth of 66
feet will increase to 0.75 liters at
the surface.

“Striped bass from the depths
are already stressed,” said John

By the 
light of 

the moon
Offshore fishing at 

night can be hot
By Peter Young

As summer temperatures hit  record-setting highs,
many Texas offshore anglers are fishing at night to
beat the heat.  

In addition to the cooler nocturnal temperatures,
few spectacles can compare to the awe of an offshore
sunset or the view of the vast, starry skies in open
waters.

Omar Torres, first mate aboard the Risa Ann out of
South Padre Island, reports nice catches of large snap-
per, grouper and shark.  

Risa Ann and her crew troll during the day on a typ-
ical 24-hour trip. At sundown, they anchor up on “the
rocks” about 60 miles offshore and begin bottom fish-
ing.   

Nocturnal anglers in search of the bottom dwellers
on the mid-Texas coast can head to Deep Sea
Headquarters or Dolphin Docks, located in the heart
of Port Aransas.  

Deep Sea Headquarters employee Rick Laros reports
that the 12-hour night trips have been producing red
snapper, vermillion snapper, kingfish and sharks. 

“On our 11-hour night trips, we’ve been catching
kingfish, red snapper, Atlantic sharpnose sharks, dog
snapper and some large vermillion snapper about 30
or 40 miles offshore,” said Capt. Travis Simmons, a
five-year veteran of Dolphin Docks.  

“We’ll begin running 60- and 80-hour offshore
trips to the floating rigs 130 miles offshore of the Port
Aransas jetties within the next week or so,” he said.
Hard-fighting tuna will be the target fish of these
excursions.

Swordfishing is also a common night activity for
anglers with the proper means and equipment, since
often in the heat of the summer, the southeast winds

ILLUMINATED WATERS: Night fishing near Gulf rigs can be
both cool and productive. Photo by Scott Sommerlatte.

Point of 
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See Hybrids, Page 9

See Pressure, Page 9 
See Night, Page 9 

— Illustration by TPW



Rattlin’ along the coast
Cork manufacturers make new sounds to attract fish
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By David Sikes

Pick up any coastal fishing report
in Texas and likely the term “pop-
ping cork or rattling float” will be
there.

It’s been this way for some time
now. But the evolution of this
angling tool has expanded the ways
saltwater anglers use the innova-
tion. 

Time was each of these familiar
phrases meant roughly the same
thing to most anglers. Nowadays, a
dozen or more of today’s floats fit
these labels. Each produces a sound
and each helps attract fish and
anglers alike. 

What separates rattling floats
from popping corks is simple.

Rattling floats generally use beads
to create percussion, while popping
corks produce sound with a concave
shape that works like a popping
plug lure against the water’s surface.
Regardless of type, each of these
floats requires anglers to work them
like a lure.

And there are two distinct cate-
gories of rattling floats. The
Alameda Rattling Float and its
knockoffs are hollow plastic shells
with BBs inside. And the Mansfield
Mauler style features a foam float
that slides on a thin metal rod, onto
which metal beads are strung to cre-
ate a clacking noise.

Bill Brown of Corpus Christi
began putting the rattle in his
Alameda Floats in 1978. But the
basic shape — cone with concave
top — had been used for topwater
plugs and floats for decades. 

Originally, Brown inserted BBs in
his smaller floats to add weight. But
the former Navy sonar technician
realized the sound he had created
was similar to the clicking noise
made by a school of shrimp under
water.

This could explain the overall suc-
cess of rattling floats.

Brown’s theory was tested when
brown tide, an algae bloom that cre-
ates off-color bay water, bloomed in
Laguna Madre around 1990. Sales
rose during the seven-year algal
bloom as anglers realized the rattle
gave them an edge in tainted water.
Live shrimp under an Alameda
Rattler remains among the most
popular angling methods on the
Texas Coast.   

Another Texan, Bob Fuston,
began selling his Mansfield Mauler
in 1985. Its popularity resulted in
the creation of similar products,
such as the Cajun Thunder and
more recently the Lindy, now Old
Bayside Paradise Popper, which
improved the product’s durability
with a titanium wire that resists
kinks and bending.

The Alameda Rattler and a certain
version of the Paradise Popper com-

bine a concave shape with a rattle to
create an even richer surface racket. 

Whether it’s a good hard jerk or a
subtle twitch, fishing with any of
these floats generally is not a passive
activity, regardless of shape. “That’s
part of the attraction,” said long-
time Upper Laguna Madre guide
Noe Garza, who has made a living
using live shrimp under Alameda
Rattlers. The required motion keeps
anglers visually focused on the float
and on fishing, which enhances
success, Garza said. 

Versatility has helped expand the
use of these floats. Once considered
a live bait tool exclusively, today’s
rattling floats are part of the artifi-
cial lure angler’s arsenal. Some of
the lures found dangling beneath
an oval foam float include D.O.A.
imitation shrimp, a tandem rig mar-
keted as a Speculizer and other
names in Louisiana. D.O.A. makes
its own version called a Deadly
Combo.

But any soft plastic will do. In
Louisiana, it’s common to use a

Cajun Thunder float in tandem
with an auger-tail grub. 

In Texas and beyond, scented soft
plastic lures such as the Berkley
Gulp! combined with either a
Mansield Mauler-type float or an
Alameda Rattler-style float are
becoming popular among anglers
seeking trout and redfish. This use
has given new life to the rattling
float, according to tackle dealers. 

David Sikes writes about the outdoors
for the Corpus Christi Caller-Times. 

SKIMMING THE SURFACE: An Old Bayside Paradise Popper creates a unique sound. A variety of sound-producing popping corks
are getting widespread use with lures in salt water. Photos by David J. Sams.

lie down long enough for the Gulf to
become eerily calm.

The owner and crew of Hot Rod, a
56-foot Viking out of Rockport,
spend their spare nights swordfish-
ing.  

The winners of the annual Poco
Bueno tournament held in Port
O’Connor reported catching sword-
fish off a drill ship that sits in a thou-
sand feet of water.

One of the boats dedicated to

swordfishing on the Texas coast is
the Booby Trap, operated by Capt.
Brett Holden, who has been sword-
fishing since 1990.  

Booby Trap is a private vessel that
fishes up to five days a week and
reported catches of 24 billfish in
three weeks.  Ten of the fish were
swordfish, five were keeper fish and
the biggest fish weighed in at 130
pounds. 

When fishing for “swordys,”
Holden drift-fishes two to four hooks
baited with 2-pound squid or live
blue runners illuminated with saline
lights.   

The multiple baits are fished at dif-

ferent depths, sometimes using as
much as 10 pounds of weight to keep
the bait down.  

Of the 10 swordfish caught on
Booby Trap this year, three were
caught at less than 20-feet, four at
150 feet and three at 300 feet.  

Holden believes the phase of the
moon is a major factor in determin-
ing which baits get bit.  “It seems like
with a full moon, we’re catching
them right on top,” he said.  “But on
the dark moon, we’re catching them
down deep.”  
Capt. Peter Young is a freelance writer
and first mate aboard the Cherokee out
of Port Aransas.

rest.
He’s been using live shad. “But if

we get into them schooling we’ll
throw phantom baits or a 2-ounce
slab,” he said. “Or we throw a Zara
spook.”

At Lake Conroe, just north of
Houston, Carl Bostick of Wethook
Guide Service said the hybrid and
white populations are great this
year.  “We’re doing a lot of trolling

for them, with spoons and spinners
back behind some kind of hellben-
der or jet divers,” he said.  

On Richland Chambers, Shore
was throwing top-water crankbaits.
“Almost everything is getting
caught between 6 and 7:30 a.m.,”
he said.  “Later in the day, you’ll use
slabs, go deep.”

The hybrid is deeper bodied than
the striper, and its stripes are more
distinct than the white bass.  Most
anglers use the tooth patches at the
back of the tongue — the hybrid
has two, like the striper — or stripes
to make the proper identification

for bag limits.
In the Texas hill country, TPW

stocks both Georgetown and Walter
E. Long lakes with the fighting
hybrids.  According to Marcos De
Jesus, fisheries biologist with TPW
in San Marcos, Walter Long may be
the better bet right about now.

“I was down there yesterday,” he
said,  “and they were schooling in
the middle.  If you find those
schoolers, it could be a fun time.”

Diana Kunde is a freelancer based in
Arlington.

Moczygemba, a  TPW biologist at
the Lake Texoma Fisheries Station.
“The thermocline is at about 35
feet this time of year, they stay
deep in cooler water, and they
aren’t eating well.”

TPW no longer
recommends
deflating the
swim bladder of
stripers.  “Only
the most sophisti-
cated anglers and
guides had the
equipment and
expertise, and
while the fish
went down initial-
ly, often due to
the stress they still
didn’t make it,” he
said.  “The han-
dling of the fish
caused additional
stress, and espe-
cially secondary
infections.”

The department
recommends that
once the larger
stripers are caught from deep
water, the fishermen move to
more shallow water to catch
smaller fish.  “We emphasize min-
imal handling of all fish caught,
and the use of wet hands or towels
when handling the fish,”
Moczygemba said.

Oklahoma also urges caution
once the two legal stripers —
more than 20 inches — are
caught.  

The Department of Wildlife

Conservation issued recommen-
dations for releasing striped bass
in the summer, including fishing
as shallow as possible, using circle
hooks when baitfishing, releasing
the fish outside the boat to reduce
handling stress and — as a last
resort — deflating the swim blad-
der.

A number of methods may be
used to deflate the swim bladder.

Called “fizzing”
by some, a fish
can be depressur-
ized by inserting a
No. 18-gauge nee-
dle under a scale
and into the body
cavity to puncture
the bladder.

“I use a sharp
stainless-steel rod
that originally
was a shift cable
on an outdoor
motor,” Lugg said.
“We punch a little
hole right behind
the pectoral fin
base and the fish
disappear real
quick.”

While methods
of deflating the
swim bladder

vary, the location of the insertion
does not.  The object needs to be
inserted at the base of the pectoral
fin so as not to contact any vital
organs.

Offshore, the process appears to
be working.  “Nearly everyone out
on the rigs is doing it now,” Lugg
said. “It’s very seldom I see a snap-
per on the surface.”

Craig Nyhus is publisher/editor of
the Lone Star Outdoor News.

Pressure
Continued from Page 8

‘We punch a
little hole right

behind the 
pectoral fin

base and the
fish disappear

real quick.’

— Capt. Dennis Lugg

Night
Continued from Page 8

Hybrids
Continued from Page 8
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ON THE MOVE

Peter B Mathiesen

If you plan to buy an ATV this year
and haven’t, then this is your lucky
day.  Yamaha has just released the
new Grizzly 700FI.

Now, the old 660 Grizzly was far
from a disappointment.  Without
question, it had the most indestructi-
ble transmission in the ATV world.
And its excellent downhill braking
with low gearing and locker, posi-
tioned the bike as the technical
climber of the industry.  

However, like all beasts, it did
require some skill and a little strength
to push the bike to its limits.  The 660
was not an ideal choice for an 145-
pound person with limited riding
skills,  although it was notably more
manageable than its similar sized
competitors.

To be clear, this new bike changes
everything.  The combination of
technical refinements and practical
engineering gives performance that
doesn’t just lead the current field of
ATVs, it sets the bar much higher.

The list of new features is  exten-
sive.  To start, the new 686 cc 4-stroke
engine is fuel-injected and has been
recentered in a lower position, creat-
ing better balance and notably less
vibration. The 5.3-gallon gas tank
also has been lowered and centered.
With the addition of fuel injection,
the range of the bike’s full tank is now
an impressive 100 miles for the aver-
age trail rider. 

Other innovations include a
refined independent suspension that

has a 5-inch wider frame spread than
the older model, making tagging
stumps and rocks with your arms a
much less frequent experience.  The
seat has six more inches of foam, and
the brake handlebars are set slightly
closer so they are easier to reach and
control.  The brakes are larger, stay
cooler and respond more evenly.  

The U-joints are gone. The 700 FI

has direct shaft-driven connections,
eliminating the old cranky joints,
improving power transfer to the drive
shafts, reducing noise and signifi-
cantly dropping vibration.  When
combined with the new fuel-injected
engine, it’s no surprise this 700FI is
dead dog fast.

That’s an impressive list of
improvements.  However, the most

remarkable innovation on the 700 FI
is the first-time power steering that
makes this ATV a completely new rid-
ing experience.  

The difference is overwhelming.
After a long day of technical riding, I
never jammed my wrist, had no
numbness in my hands and was far
less fatigued.  Even the time spent
backing the bike up to reposition for

an approach was dramatically re-
duced.

Don’t think that all these refine-
ments have desensitized your feeling
of the road, rocks, logs or stumps.  In
fact, the bike changes the aggressive
trail riding game to the point of
allowing a rider to engage in more
intense terrain choices than past rid-
ing experience skills may have per-
mitted.  Of course the locker and
downhill transmission braking is still
the gold standard in off-road per-
formance.

This bike’s comfort and perform-
ance is to date unmatched.  I believe it
will send other manufacturers scram-
bling to keep up.  The Grizzly 700FI
may just be the beginning of the gold-
en age of the ATV.  Yes…I love this
bike.  MSRP $7998.00 http://
www.yamaha-motor.com/outdoor/
products/lifestylehome/home.aspx 

What Other Say:
“The next generation Grizzly 700FI

is certainly a force to be reckoned
with in the ultra-competitive big bore
utility quad segment.”

— Lance Schwartz, ATVscene .com

“The 2007 Yamaha Grizzly 700FI’s
Electronic Power Steering system
could be one of the most notable ATV
innovations ever.” 

— Staff report, ATV Magazine 

Peter B. Mathiesen has written about
automobiles and ATVs for eight years for
Field & Stream magazine.

Grizzly roars in with new features
Fuel-injected 700FI heightens adventure in high-tech climbing

TERRAIN CONTROL: The Grizzly 700FI comes equipped with a long list of improvements, including power steering for the first
time. Photo by Frank Hoppen.
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By Bink Grimes

All of Texas welcomed the June
and July rains that fell in buckets in
part of the state. 

Despite the floods, the 10 months
of drought-like conditions prior to
this summer might be the difference
between hot shotgun barrels and
barren skies when the Sept.1 dove
opener commences.

“With the state so dry, it is not
going to be as good as it has been,”
said Jay Roberson, Texas Parks and
Wildlife’s dove program leader. “The
breeding survey we conducted in
May indicated a reduced breeding
population, down somewhere
around 18 percent.”

Those numbers may appear bleak
to the shotgunner, however,
Roberson said he is not too con-

cerned.
“South Texas and Central Texas

will be a little tougher for mourning
doves. Hunters might have to scout
harder to get their birds.”

Seventy-five percent of the birds
hunted during the first two weeks of
dove season, according to Roberson,
are native Texas birds.

Then, as the season progresses,
migrant birds from Kansas,
Oklahoma, Nebraska and the
Dakotas begin to trickle across the
Red River. 

If hunting is a bit lackluster early
in the season, hunters should be
aware that new birds are on the way
with each passing front.

All indications from northern
states cite good nesting success dur-
ing the peak of nesting which
occurs in May. Iowa, Minnesota,
Montana and Wyoming contribute

birds to Texas hunters, too.
Roberson estimates as many as 40

percent of the birds hunted in Texas

migrate from another state.
“We are never shooting just Texas

birds,” he said. “The northern birds

begin arriving in force after the first
10 days of September.”

On average, mourning doves nest
close to three times per year.
Roberson said TPW biologists have
proof that some doves nest as many
as five times per year. 

It takes 30-33 days to hatch an
egg, and, according to biologists, the
peak of the Texas breeding cycle
occurs in May.

“Those birds hatched in May and
June are the young birds we are
hunting in September,” Roberson
said .

The High Plains is one of the few
regions of the state where the ratio
of young to old mourning doves is
considered good. Roberson expects
traditional areas around watering
holes to be strong players.

In Central Texas, expect the hunt-
ing to be fair to good. Hunters may

have to work harder and hit the
roads to scout to have good shoots. 

The Blackland Prairies and Post
Oak regions look promising with
lots of food sources including sun-
flowers and waste grain fields.

Roberson said many of the
migrant birds often remain in these
regions when food supplies are
steady.

Expect the South Texas region to
see less mourners than a year ago;
however, traditionally, the white-
winged dove numbers often make
up for the lack of mourning doves.

“The heat and lack of rain in
South Texas has had an affect on
dove nesting,” Roberson said. “The
bright spot is the region has received
some rain, which should help food
sources.”
Bink Grimes is a freelance writer and
photographer.

Dove days on the horizon

INCOMING: Sitting by a stock tank is one of the most productive areas to harvest doves during a dry season. Photo by David J. Sams.

Hunters await results of heat, lack of rain

STANDING BY: A white-tailed buck comes to a clearing in the brush at Choke
Canyon State Park near Three Rivers.  Public standby hunting opportunities are
frequently available at the last minute. Photo by David J. Sams. 

Beating the Odds
NOT getting drawn for a public 
hunt can improve your chances 

By Larry D. Hodge

It’s that time of year again — the
time when application booklets for
drawings for public hunts go into the
mail, and thousands of Texas hunters
fill out applications and wait for good
news.

For most, the good news never
comes. Instead, a postcard bearing
the dreaded message “Notice of Non-
selection” arrives in the mailbox, and
the would-be hunter gives up hope
and dreams of next year.

Actually, getting that notice of
non-selection can actually improve
your chances of going on that hunt—
if you know what to do: Go standby. 

Look at it this way. When you enter
the computer drawing, you compete
with anywhere from a few dozen to a
few thousand other hunter hopefuls.
But when you go standby, you com-
pete only with the people who show
up at the hunt location—which may

be only a half-dozen or so, and there
may be more than one hunt position
available. Your odds of being drawn
may be 1 in 6 or 1 in 10 instead of 1 in
who-knows-how-many.

Last season I went standby and got
drawn for not one but two hunts on
the Gus Engeling Wildlife Manage-
ment Area, which is only 30 miles
from my home.

The first was an antlerless deer/feral
hog hunt. A week before the hunt
date, I called the WMA and asked if
there would be standby positions
available. Often the WMA manager
does not receive the list of paid
hunters from Austin headquarters
until a week or so before the hunt, so
it doesn’t pay to call sooner. Told
there would be positions, I made
plans to be at the area by 10 a.m. on
the first day of the hunt to put my
name in the drawing. Eleven others
were there to do the same, so my odds
were 50-50. I was one of six drawn.
The feral hog sausage was delicious.

During spring turkey season I got
lucky again. This time there were six
of us and only one position available,
but I was lucky enough to pull my
own name out of the box. No turkey
resulted, but a great time was had
sharing 10,000 acres of woods with
only three other people.

By all means register for the com-
puter drawing for the hunts you
want, since you get a preference point
each time you are not drawn, improv-
ing your chances of being drawn in
the future. Also, pay attention to sta-
tistics in the applications booklet on
how many people applied for the
hunt last season. You may improve
your chances of getting drawn by
applying for less-popular hunts. 

Finally, be sure to save your copy of
the applications booklet. On some
hunts, no standby positions are made
available, and these are noted in the
individual hunt listings.
Larry D. Hodge is Information Specialist
at the Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center.

‘Those birds
hatched in May
and June are the
young birds we
are hunting in
September.’ 
— JAY ROBERSON
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A BETTER VIEW: Steiner’s Peregrine
Binoculars are designed for hunting in
the most severe conditions. The
lightweight, waterproof binoculars
deliver brilliant images through a
wide field of view. They feature a
multi-coated lens system, phase-
corrected roof prisms and nitrogen-
pressurized, waterproof  housings.
Available in 8 and 10X 42 MM and
8.5 X 50 MM, the Peregrines boast
comfortable ergonomic styling in a
non-reflective forest green finish. The
three models range from about $850
to $1,000.  For information, visit
www.steiner-binoculars.com or call
(800) 257-7742.
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New products for 2006

SCOPE IT OUT:
Nikon’s
Buckmaster
Riflescope
features the
company’s new
Bullet Drop
Compensating
reticle, which is
designed and
calibrated to provide
fast, simple aiming
points for various shot
distances. Along with the
BDC reticle, the sleek
riflescope includes such
features as quick-focus eyepieces
and a handy, side-focus adjustment
knob. The waterproof and fogproof
riflescopes are available in 4-12x50, 4.5-
14x40 and 6-18x40 models. Its 4.5-14x40 SF
matte riflescope with Nikon’s new BDC reticle sells for
about $300. For more information, visit
www.nikonsportoptics.com or call (800) 248-6846.

EXTRA LARGE: GMC’s 2007 Yukon XL is for outdoorsmen who want to travel in comfort.
Designed for those who need  to pull heavy loads or haul lots of gear (and hunting buddies),
the Yukon is a well-equipped, stylish SUV. Among its features are third row two-passenger
seating, dual-zone climate control, OnStar service and 12-volt power outlets in cargo area
and instrument panel. Its towing capacity is  8,000 pounds (on 4WD with Vortec 5300 V8
engine). It gets 18 to 21 miles per gallon on the highway. The XL starts at $37,990 with
cloth interior and $41,590 with leather interior. For specifications, visit www.gmc.com.

X MARKS THE SPOT: The X'Lander
Blind is a full-feature equipment
backpack and ground blind combo.
Weighting  15-pounds, it’s easy to
transport. As a backpack, it holds up
to four dozen silhouettes or more
than 200 rag decoys. It unfolds into
a 26-inch by 84-inch by 14-inch
blind. Features include a built-in
scabbard for transporting a shotgun,
an anodized aluminum frame,
waterproof polyurethane coating and
padded head and gun rest. Available
in Mossy Oak Shadow Grass,
Advantage Max 4 and Field Brown, it
costs  about $350.  For information,
visit www.kolpin.com or call (877)
956-5746.

GREAT TIMING: The new Pro
Magnum feeder kit  from
Moultrie features all-metal
construction and a built-in
varmint guard to keep uninvited
critters from stealing the feed.
The units, which use two six-volt
batteries, can be timed for up to
six feedings a day. The feeder kits
cost about $100. The Pro
Magnum feeders also are available
as complete units (a 30-gallon
feeder costs about $260; the 50-

gallon model is about $300).  For
more information, call (800) 653-

3334 or visit
www.moultriefeeders.com.

MORE HUNTS, BIGGER BUCKS: Monster
Bucks XIV, Volume 2 will take you with
Team Realtree members as they travel the
best giant hotspots. The two-hour DVD
captures 13 bow hunts, eight rifle hunts
and two muzzleloader hunts. Watch as
Jesse Morehead gets a 195-inch giant in
Illinois,  Bill Jordan does his thing in
Texas, Iowa and Montana, and country
music artist Rhett Akins arrows a nice
Texas deer, plus more. The DVD costs
about $15. Visit www.realtree.com  for
retailers or call (800) 474-8733  to order
by phone.

QUIET POWER: Bad Boy
Buggies has introduced a
stretch model. Like the
original Bad Boy, the 148-
inch-long stretch version
boasts an all-electric
four-wheel drive with reverse.
It’s quiet and
environmentally friendly.
And, with 31 HP, it offers
enough power  to traverse
the toughest terrain. Use it
to get to a  favorite hunting
spot, to haul supplies or
more. It comes in Realtree
Hardwoods camo and costs
about $9,950, depending on options.  For more information, visit
www.badboybuggiesofTexas.com or call (817) 723-1463.

       

FOLLOWING FOWL: FLYWAYS, A
Celebration of Waterfowl and
Wetlands, published by Ducks
Unlimited, takes readers on a
photographic journey across North
America, following waterfowl and
other wildlife as they travel along
these ancestral travel routes.
Author Gary Kramer is a former
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
refuge manager and award-
winning wildlife photographer.
The 136-page coffee table book is
available in a soft cover edition at
www.ducks.org or www.garykramer.net for $26.90.  An author-signed copy is
available from the author for $34.90. Call (530) 934-3873 for more
information. 
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Researchers with the Western
Transportation Institute at Montana
State University have begun work on a
comprehensive Federal Highway
Administration study aimed at reducing
the number of collisions between
wildlife and vehicles.

Nationally, the federal government
estimates roughly 200 people are killed
and more than 15,000 injured annually
from collisions with wildlife and domes-
tic animals. 

WTI’s study will be the first of its kind
to be presented to Congress, according
to Pat McGowen, a WTI research engi-
neer and one of the study’s leaders.

The study will include a manual to

help transportation planners across the
nation reduce wildlife-vehicle collisions.

“It’s a huge issue,” McGowen said.
“There are various strategies that have
been tried in different states and around
the globe; it’s our intent to analyze and
distill this information to make it easy
for transportation practitioners to use.” 

McGowen and Huijser will look at
studies targeting increased safety — such
as fencing to keep animals off roads  and
improving habitat connectivity using
under- and overpasses to  allow wildlife
to cross roads safely. 

“There are several new areas as well,”
Huijser said. “There are new technolo-
gies for animal detection systems; there

is a strong interest in cost-benefit analy-
sis of different mitigation measures and
there is also an interest in understanding
a new road as part of a larger network,
not as just an isolated project.”

Systems that detect animals on roads
and then alert drivers with a signal have
not been extensively studied. 

“There is only one published study on
this, from Switzerland,” Huijser said. “It
reported a reduction in collisions of 82
percent. That is very encouraging, but
much needs to be learned as to how that
would relate to signage, a different driv-
ing culture and different animal
species.” 
— A Montana State University report.

SPECIAL ADVERTISEMENT SECTION

For more than 50 years, Texas Parks
and Wildlife has been offering quali-
ty, affordable hunting experiences
through the special drawings for
hunts offered through the depart-
ment’s Public Hunting Program.

During the upcoming hunting sea-
sons, more than 5,000 hunters will
be selected through random comput-
er drawings allowing access to some
of the state’s high-quality managed
wildlife habitat.

Wildlife management areas, state
parks and leased private property will
be offering quality supervised hunts
for white-tailed deer, mule deer,
pronghorn, javelina, alligator,
exotics, feral hog and spring turkey.

Through an application process,
hunters can select from among 28
different hunt categories and choose
a preferred hunt date and location.  

The application fee for adult appli-
cants in most of the public hunt
drawings is $3 per person on the

application. Successfully drawn
hunters pay an additional Special
Permit fee ($75–125 in most cases) for
a one-to-four-day hunt.

Application deadlines
Ailligator – Aug. 2
Proghorn Antelope – Aug. 17
Bowhunters – Aug. 17
Bighorn Sheep - Aug. 31
Deer gun – Sept. 7

Information and applications for
Special Permit hunts are available on
the Public Hunting Web site.
Application booklets are currently
being mailed to hunters who applied
for special permit drawn hunts last
year. The booklets will also be avail-
able at TPW law enforcement offices
in late July. Information about
Special Permit drawn hunts can be
found online or by calling toll free
(800) 792-1112.
— A Texas Parks and Wildlife report.

Signups set  for Public Hunting Program 

APPLY NOW: Public mule deer hunts are available at some west Texas wildlife management areas. The deer gun application
deadline is Sept. 7.

Study targets reduction in
wildlife/vehicle collisions

COSTLY COLLISION: There are 1.5 million auto claims in the U.S involving
deer — causing more than $1.1 billion in property damage.

line
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Just seven weeks into the 17th
annual State of Texas Angler’s
Rodeo, the big thrill has been in
the Texas Ford Dealers Tagged
Redfish Division. Nine anglers
have caught tagged redfish and of
those nine, five have hit the fishing
“jackpot.”  Steven Aaron Hortsman
of Houston, Lauren Marchese of
Baytown, 14-year old Luke Crane of
Baytown, Steven Grahmann of
Victoria and Joe Palmermo of Port
Isabel have very exciting stories to
share surrounding their catches.  

1ST WINNER, AARON HORSTMANN 
OF HOUSTON CAUGHT 

TAG NO. T629 ON JUNE 3 
I made one cast with a free

shrimp hoping to pull out a speck.
Much to my surprise, I had landed
a nice 25-inch redfish. My friend
Diane was the first to notice the tag
once the fish had hit the deck. She
yelled and screamed and I soon saw
the red tag on the fish and quickly

threw the fish in the cooler. After a
few minutes of celebrating we
quickly made our way back to the
boat ramp.

2ND WINNER, LAUREN MARCHESE 
OF BAYTOWN CAUGHT 

TAG NO. T631 ON JUNE 5 
Being a member of the CCA for

many years, I’ve always dreamed
of catching one of the tagged red-
fish. I felt a bite on my line and
then the battle began. We figured
it was a redfish by its extreme pull,
but a little ways into the fight we
got the fish to surface and I could
see the tag in its side. I shouted,
“IT HAS A TAG!!!” The redfish
weighed 5 pounds, 13 ounces and
was 24 1/2 inches long. Texas
STAR tag T631, a winner. 

3RD WINNER, LUKE CRAIN 
OF BAYTOWN CAUGHT 

TAG NO. T626 ON JUNE 7  
I went fishing with my dad and

sister out to the Spillway in the
Trinity Bay. We caught two nice
size keeper reds and as my dad got
things ready to leave (around 10:30
a.m.), I begged him to let me cast
one more time. I cast out and
something hit it, but I lost the fish.
There was still half of a shrimp left
on my line so I cast out again. All
of a sudden my cork went under. I
fought with this fish for several
minutes and finally got it in the
boat. When we turned it over
there it was, a red tag. I could not
believe my eyes. I started jumping
up and down in excitement. 

4TH WINNER, STEVEN GRAHMANN
OF VICTORIA CAUGHT 

TAG NO. T607 ON JULY 6
It was nearing 4 o’clock and my

wife was urging me to leave, due to
us both having to work the next
day. We decide we would try one
last spot near a pier that was in
front of the bay house my wife’s

aunt and uncle had sold the previ-
ous year. We were just about ready
to leave when my rod doubled over
in the rod holder. As I reeled the
fish to within 4-5 ft of the boat, I
noticed something sticking out of
the side of it near its dorsal fin.
After landing the fish, my heart
about stopped when I saw 2006
CCA STAR on the tag. My wife
about jumped out of the boat with
excitement.

5TH WINNER, JOE PALERMO OF 
PORT ISABEL CAUGHT 

TAG NO. T686 ON JULY 14
I left Port Isabel at 6:30 a.m.

Heading north of the big bridge, I
saw a bunch of bait fish jumping
out of the water.  I stopped at this
spot and put out some rods to fish
the bottom on live piggy perch.  At
9 a.m., I caught the tagged redfish
and I had limited out for the day.  I
immediately headed to Jim’s Pier,
where I have been fishing out of for

more years than I can recall, and
shared the great news!

Each angler will be awarded a
22-foot Blue Wave boat, Mercury
EFI 150, Magnum trailer and a
Ford “Texas Edition” Super Cab
XLT 4-door truck to haul their
boats to and from their favorite
fishing locales — except for 14-
year-old Luke Crane.  But, don’t
feel bad for Luke, Ford did not for-
get about him. In lieu of the
truck, he will be receiving a
$20,000 college scholarship to go
with his boat.

As usual, we have had four
anglers who were fortunate
enough to catch a tagged red, but
not so fortunate since they neg-
lected to enter STAR before going
fishing and missed out on a
$50,000 prize package.  That
means of the sixty redfish
released, there are still fifty-one
out there still swimming. 

17TH ANNUAL STATE OF TEXAS ANGLER’S RODEO

Five anglers land STAR redfish honors

CCA State of Texas Angler’s
Rodeo (STAR)

LEADERS AS OF: 7-24-06 

Upper Coast Speckled Trout
Brea Wright of Bacliff

9 lbs. 5 oz.
Middle Coast Speckled Trout
Todd Fuechec of El Campo

9 lbs. 2 oz.
Lower Coast Speckled Trout
Wayne Moseley of Adkins

9 lbs. 11 oz.

Offshore Division
Kingfish

Brian Gaudin of Houston
54 lbs. 7 oz.

Dorado
Brett Holden of Richmond

45 lbs. 13 ozs.
Ling (Cobia)

Branch Zuniga of Pharr
75 lbs. 10 ozs.

Inshore Division
Flounder

Timothy Pearson of Seabrook
9 lbs. 10 ozs.
Sheepshead

Rodolfo Ibarra of Baytown
8 lbs. 15 ozs.   

Gafftop
Patrick Harwood of San Antonio 

9 lbs. 4 ozs.

REDFISH Division 
Steven Hortsman of Houston
Lauren Marchese of Baytown 

Luke Crane of Baytown
Steven Grahmann of Houston

Joe Palermo of Port Isabel

StarKids Division 
(ages 6-10)

Flounder
Taylor Shirley of LaPorte

3 lbs. 3 oz.
Sheepshead

Forrest Karl of Edna
7 lbs. 2 ozs. 

Gafftop
Hunter Richbourg of Houston

6 lbs. 15 ozs.

Teens Trout & Inshore Divisions 
(ages 11-17)

Upper Coast Speckled Trout   
Colton Krenek of Seabrook

6 lbs. 14 oz.
Middle Coast Speckled Trout   

Jacob Brandt of Corpus Christi
7 lbs. 5 oz.

Lower Coast Speckled Trout   
Joshua O’Banion of Baytown

7 lbs. 6 oz.
Flounder

Tyler Kolman of Seabrook
6 lbs. 1 oz.
Sheepshead

Jonathan Miller of Bacliff
6 lbs. 14 ozs.   

Gafftop
Cason House of Rio Vista

6 lbs. 10 oz. 
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ago.
But, he added, “Texas is now one of the top

states in the union that produces hunter-ed
students. We’re averaging about 33,000 a year.’’

Students age 12 and older are eligible to earn
the state’s hunter educa-
tion certification.

It costs $15 for the
mandatory 10 hours of
classroom instruction
which are spread over
two days. The state also
offers a home-study
course and a class on the
Internet.

Students learn the
safe handling of
firearms and archery
equipment, but they
also learn about game
laws, meat processing
and hunting ethics.

Budding nimrods
under age 12 aren’t pre-
cluded from taking the
course.

Towner Webster, 9,
attended the recent class
at Cabela’s with his father, Stephen, who
planned to get certified, mainly for his son’s
benefit.

“I’m not sure I’m going to enjoy hunting,’’

said Stephen, a Fort Worth attorney. “But he’s
got an interest and it’s something we can learn
together.

“The thing that has impressed me more was
the video showing re-enactments of accidents
that have actually happened. That’s what I
want for him to get out of this.

“Like they say, you can’t bring that bullet
back once you pull the trigger.’’

The class at Cabela’s was taught by David
and Jeanette
Hammonds of Fort
Worth, who also teach it
in Keller.

Jeanette said they gen-
erally hold several class-
es during the summer
months and the final
weeks leading to the fall
hunting seasons.

David, a Marine Corps
veteran who served in
Vietnam, praised fami-
lies like the Websters for
taking the class together.

“It shows a commit-
ment, that moms and
dads are really interested
in what’s going on in a
kid’s life,’’ he said. “I
dearly love it.’’

To learn about hunter
education courses offered in your community,
go to: www. tpwd.state.tx.us/learning/
hunter_education/

Bill Miller is a Fort Worth-based freelancer.

fawn to detect it by scenting. So it’s usually a
random event when coyotes find fawns.
When you have good fawning cover and a
lot of it, the coyote has a harder time detect-
ing that prey.” 

Deer population management also can
reduce the impact coyotes have on fawns.
When sex ratios move closer toward a bal-

ance, breeding takes place over a narrower
window of time because most, if not all, does
will be bred on their first estrous cycle. This
means that fawns will be dropped as a group
in the same, short time period. 

“This is known as the satiation principle,”
Leopold said. “When your management
leads to a tighter fawn drop, the coyote can’t
respond effectively.  But if breeding and thus
the fawn drop is scattered over two or three
months, the coyote is going to take a higher
percentage of those fawns.”

Coyote population control may be a fight

you may not want, according to the
research.

“Coyotes are extremely social animals,
and they form a rigid social hierarchy,”
Leopold said. “If you hit that population, it
has the ability to respond very quickly to
reduced numbers, and a female may crank
out that maximum of 10 to 12 pups in a lit-
ter instead of two or three. You can worsen
the problem.”

Lindsay Thomas Jr. is the executive director of
the Quality Deer Management Association.

Coyotes
Continued from Page 6

‘When you have good
fawning cover and a
lot of it, the coyote
has a harder time

detecting that prey.’ 
— BRUCE LEOPOLD

season and increase the number in
your bag.

1. Practice, practice, practice.
The experts agree that poor

shooting is the No. 1 reason for
such high crippling rates in water-
fowl and dove hunting.

“The most important thing is to
practice your shotgunning skills,”
said Terry Erwin, hunter education
coordinator of the Texas Parks and
Wildlife. “A lot of people will go out
there opening day without having
picked up their gun since they put it
down at the end of last season.”

Practice at a sporting clays course
as often as possible throughout the
year, not just the week before hunt-
ing season.

2. Know your limits. 
The goal shouldn’t be how many

birds you shoot at, but how high
your shooting percentage is. One
sure way to improve accuracy is to
wait for birds to come into gun
range. Don’t take the “macho”
shot, trying to down a bird from half
a football field away. 

Learn how to judge distances, said
Vicki Ash, professional shooting
instructor at the OSP Shooting
School in Houston. 

“A 50- or 60-yard bird is too far.
Let them come in or just take specif-
ic shots you know you can kill the
bird with,” she said.

One way to help you judge dis-
tances is to set your farthest decoy at
the limit of your accuracy and don’t
shoot past it, Erwin said. 

Good shotgunners are accurate
up to 40 yards for waterfowl and 35
yards for dove. Anything past that is
beyond the limits of most guns and
loads. 

3. Know your gun’s limits.
Test your shotgun’s pattern by

shooting at a cardboard and paper
target at varying distances up to 40
yards. If the pattern loses density or
its densest penetration is low or off-
center, you’re too far away, or you
may need to change the type of

choke or load you’re using. 
For nontoxic shot, Erwin recom-

mends bismuth, tungsten or Hevi-
shot in No. 4 or No. 2 for dove and
duck, and BB for geese. 

According to the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, there have been no
significant changes in crippling
rates since lead shot was banned for
waterfowl hunting. 

4. Pick out a single bird and
aim for its head. 

Don’t shoot into a flock. Aim for a
bird that’s by itself. If the birds are
flying together, focus on the bird at
the rear of the flock, not the lead
bird.  

“Sometimes it’s hard but you’ve
got to pick out one specific bird and
shoot at its head,” Ash said. “Your
eyes are going to go to the wings
because that’s the fastest moving
thing in the picture, then they’ll
naturally go to the back. What
you’ve got to do is make your eyes go
to the head.” 

Hunters can practice that skill
year-round by watching birds, she
said. 

One exception, when aiming at
the head may miss, is when a duck,
feet hanging, is facing you and drop-
ping into the decoys. In that case
you can aim low to hit its other vital
organs, which are exposed in front. 

5. Don’t shoot at birds that
are flying away. 

If you miss, don’t keep shooting
and shooting as the bird flies off.
You’ll only wound it by shooting at
its rear end. 

“Once a duck turns don’t shoot at
him going away, his vital organs are
protected,” Erwin said. “For dove it’s
the same thing.”

Lastly, limit the number of
hunters in your party to four or
fewer and take turns shooting to
reduce confusion on who is shoot-
ing at what. And, preferably, hunt
with a dog that is well-trained at
retrieving downed birds.
Wes Smalling has more than a
decade of experience as a writer
and reporter.

Safety
Continued from Page 6

The Ten Commandments 
of Shooting Safety

• Always point the muzzle in a safe direction.
• Treat every firearm or bow with the same
respect you would show a loaded gun or a
nocked arrow.
• Be sure of your target and what is in front of
and beyond it.
• Unload firearms and unstring conventional
bows when not in use.
• Handle firearms, arrows and ammunition
carefully.
• Know your safe zone-of-fire and stick to it.
• Control your emotions when it comes to safety.
• Wear hearing and eye protection.
• Don’t drink alcohol or take drugs before or
while handling firearms or bow and arrows.
• Be aware of additional circumstances which
require added caution and safety awareness.

Sure shot
Continued from Page 1



GAME FISH USED AS BAIT
•Wichita County Game Warden
Pat Canan checked two fishermen
while patrolling Lake Arrowhead
for licenses and water safety
equipment. He saw a fishing pole
with a hook baited with some
type of fish filet.  When Canan
asked the fishermen about the
bait, the operator of the boat tried
to change the subject. One of the
anglers finally admitted that the
filet was that of a freshwater
drum. After inspecting the bait,
Canan asked to see the drum that
the filet was taken from. The
angler then pointed to a bait box
that was in the boat. The box con-
tained an 11-inch black bass with
part of its side cut off. A citation
was issued to the man for using
game fish as bait, and a warning
was issued for possession of
undersized black bass. Cases
pending.  

NO ROOM FOR RATTLER AT THE INN
•Tyler County Game Wardens
Bryan Baronet and Bill Zappe
responded to a call at the
Woodville Inn that a timber rat-
tlesnake was found in one of the
hotel rooms. The wardens caught
the snake and released it in the
wild. The wardens also cited the
person who rented the room on
charges of possession of a protect-
ed snake.

JUST A STONE’S THROW 
AWAY FROM JAIL
•Capt. Rod Ousley got a new
windshield installed on his truck.
About an hour after picking up his
truck, a pickup raced passed him
and veered into the median
throwing rocks and debris onto
the new windshield. The driver
was stopped and failed all field
sobriety tests. The driver was
arrested on felony DWI charges.
He had just been released from jail
after serving eight years for DWI,
and it was his eighth arrest for
DWI.

18,300 POUNDS OF 
SHRIMP CONFISCATED
•Jefferson County Game Warden
Vu Nguyen and an intern
patrolled the Gulf of Mexico for
illegal shrimping activity last
month. At 10:30 p.m. a shrimp
boat was observed to be shrimp-
ing in closed season. The boat was

stopped, and while being escorted
to shore, another boat was
observed to be shrimping at 11:45
p.m.  A nearby Coast Guard boat
was asked to continue escorting
the boat that had already been
stopped while Nguyen went to
check the second boat. Both
shrimp boats were escorted into
Sabine Pass, and a total of 18,300
pounds of shrimp were confiscat-
ed and sold. The boat captains
were taken to Jefferson County
Jail.

WARDEN WINS BIG
•The Association of Midwest Fish
and Game Law Enforcement
Officers has named Steve
Stapleton of Van Zandt County as
Texas Game Warden of the Year.
The Texas Parks and Wildlife
Commission will recognize him
Aug. 24.

THIEVES CAUGHT 
SLEEPING ON THE JOB
•Game Warden Jon Kocian saw a
vehicle parked under a bridge.
There were two men with the vehi-
cle and both appeared to be asleep.
Kocian went to make contact with
the men to make sure everything
was OK. When he approached the
vehicle, all the doors were open
and in plain view in the backseat
were a lot of tools.  These tools
matched the description of what
was stolen from a residence earlier
in the day. The officer identified
himself as a state game warden,
and the men did not respond. He
then notified the sheriff’s office.
When the deputies arrived, they
awakened the suspects, who were
arrested on burglary of a habita-
tion charges. 

OPERATION LAREDO 
NETS SUSPECTS
•Game wardens from throughout
the state gathered at Zapata to par-

ticipate in Operation Laredo in
July. During the first week of this
operation, one boat and motor
were seized. After a short pursuit,
the occupants of the boat were
able to evade arrest by fleeing into
the brush on the Texas shoreline.
However, the next day they were
picked up by U.S. Border Patrol
and detained until they could be
interviewed by wardens Brad
Meloni and David Murray. The
officers filed three citations
against the three violators for ille-
gal commercial fishing and water
safety violations. Also seized dur-
ing the week were 3,925 feet of gill
net, 225 feet of trotlines and 6
hoop nets. A total of nine cita-
tions were filed for water safety,
sport fishing and commercial
fishing violations. 

MAN LIVES AFTER ROPE DOESN’T    
HOLD UP DURING SUICIDE JUMP
•Lampasas Game Warden Jeff Hill
responded to a call of a possible
suicide in a remote area of
Lampasas. Hill was a short dis-
tance from the location when the
call came out and quickly located a
man who had tied one end of a
rope to a bridge and the other
around his neck and jumped from
the bridge. Hill found the man in
the streambed with the rope still
around his neck, but the end tied
to the bridge had apparently come
untied after he jumped. Hill called
for EMS and administered first aid
to the man, who lived but suffered
numerous injuries that included a
broken arm, broken pelvis, bumps,
bruises and abrasions.

WOMAN PANICS AND 
CRASHES INTO FRIEND
•Grayson County Game Warden
Dale Moses worked a personal
watercraft accident on Lake
Texoma. A female was following 15
feet behind her friend when she

unexpectedly stopped in front of
her. The woman panicked, let off
the gas, and struck the left side of
the friend’s PWC, injuring the vic-
tim’s leg and wrist. The woman
was cited on charges of violating
the 50-foot rule. Case pending. 

I’M YOURS
•Garza County Game Warden
Benjie Smith, Motley County
Game Warden Ted Davey and
Crane County Game Warden
Justin Jackson arrested a boat oper-
ator for BWI on Lake Alan Henry.
After initial afloat tests, the sus-
pect, who had been charged with
DWI twice in the last year, refused
to perform any tests.  His only
comment to Warden Smith was
“Take me.”  Smith obliged.

CAR ERUPTS IN FLAMES
ENGULFING MURDER SUSPECT
•A man wanted for a double homi-
cide that occurred in Kerrville was
sighted driving on a dead-end road
in far northwest Kerr County. As
Kerr County Warden Steve Backor
and a Kerr County deputy rolled
up on the vehicle, the interior
became engulfed in flames. When
the warden busted a front window
to see if anyone was inside, the fire
intensified, driving the officers
back. After the fire was eventually
extinguished, the homicide sus-
pect was found lying in the back-
seat, dead of a self-inflicted gun-
shot wound. There was a gas can
found in the front seat.

HE’D RATHER TAKE A DIP 
•Tarrant County Game Wardens
Michael McCall and Ronald
Mathis, while patrolling Eagle
Mountain Lake, saw a pontoon
boat being operated in an erratic
manner. The officers initiated a
water safety contact and found
that the boat operator appeared to

be intoxicated.  After the operator
failed the on-water testing, he was
taken to shore.  After exiting the
boat at the marina, the operator
said that he was not going to jail
and jumped into the lake. After a
brief conversation, the boater
agreed to come ashore to com-
plete the testing. When Warden
McCall attempted to test the man
further, he said that he would not
incriminate himself, refused to
complete the tests and went and
sat down on the curb. The man
was arrested for BWI felony
enhanced due to three previous
convictions for DWI. The operator
was found to be currently on
felony probation for a DWI con-
viction in 2004. Case pending.

FIREWORKS GO BERSERK
•Hardeman County Game
Warden Matt Thompson,
Wilbarger County Game Warden
Dyke McMahen, and Capt. Sparks
Burdett saw fireworks being shot
from an anchored barge and
exploding in the air. Something
caught fire on the barge, and all of
the fireworks started exploding.
The six fireworks technicians
abandoned ship, and the wardens
rescued them and assisted in get-
ting them back on the barge after
it cooled off.

WOMAN DIES AFTER SLIDING 
INTO PARTY BARGE PROPELLER
•While wardens were assisting in
a fireworks perimeter control and
processing a BWI this month, a
23-year-old woman slid down a
slide on a party barge and was
struck by the propeller. Travis
County Sheriff’s Department
took over the scene as a possible
drowning. Later TPW took over
the investigation. From July 2-3,
the Travis County dive team
worked all day diving in the area
for recovery of the body with no
success. TPW began a dragging
recovery operation that contin-
ued July 4, and at about 3:30 p.m.,
an article of clothing identified as
the victim’s and some hairs were
snagged. After several more
attempts in the area, the body was
recovered at 5:25 p.m. The inves-
tigation continues into the boat
accident. This particular boat
rental company has had acci-
dents in the past with their party
barges.

GAME WARDEN BLOTTER
DOING THE FUNKY CHICKEN

•While patrolling Lake
Colorado City on July 4,
Mitchell County Game Warden
Randy Bullard and Howard
County Game Warden Wayne
Armstrong arrested a man on

BWI charges. The man admitted
three times on video that he was
too drunk to perform the tasks
asked of him by Warden
Armstrong. The combative and
belligerent man told the DPS

trooper who transported him to
jail that if he would just take the
cuffs off of him he would whip
that short game warden who
made him stand on one leg and
cluck like a chicken.
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MAIL TO:  Lone Star Outdoor
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9304 Forest Lane, Ste. 114
South, 

Dallas, TX 75243
FAX TO: (214) 368-0344
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For Fastest Service, Call Toll-Free at 

(866) 361-2276 or visit 
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Welcome to 

Lone Star Outdoor News 
Texas’ Premier Outdoor Newspaper 

We’re publishing twice a month so we can bring you the very best of the
Texas outdoors. And hunters and anglers by the scores are sending us their
thank-yous, comments and subscriptions.

Every issue, we’ll bring you some of the state’s best outdoor photography
and stories. You’ll read about big game hunting, waterfowling, upland bird
hunting, freshwater fishing across the state and saltwater fishing all up and
down the Texas Coast. Plus, you’ll get national news … conservation updates
… weather report … wild game and fish recipes … and the latest breaking
news from state and federal wildlife agencies. 

We Want to
Deliver Our
Newspaper

to You!

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
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$25

You won’t want to miss 
a single issue
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Mountain Wilderness Retreat — 60
acres bordering national forest. SE
Okla. Talamena Drive area. Good
hunting, scenic views, house, trails,
near lakes. $53K. Call (972) 226-
3566.

South Texas — Brooks, Duval, Jim
Hogg County Ranches. Call: David
A. Lohse Real Estate, Inc. (956)
761-6699.
South Padre Island Waterfront
properties on the Laguna Madre
and Gulf of Mexico. Call: David A.
Lohse Real Estate, Inc. (956) 761-
6699.

OUTFITTERS

$20 A MONTH  FOR  TWO ISSUES
Three lines at 37 characters per line including spaces. Each additional line is $6. You can add a

photo for an extra $20. Classified ads must be prepaid by check or credit card. Call (866) 361-2276.

CLASSIFIEDS
PROPERTIES

Fish Texas
956-944-2559
956-642-7357

terry_r_neal@msn.com(956) 434-1422  • Box 3745 • South Padre Island, TX 78597

VEHICLES

CLOVER LEAF PERCH TRAPS 
"The best little perch trap in Texas"
24"x 24"x 8"     $30 + $9 S & H

866-253-6707    156SE. CR.3144  
Corsicana, Texas 75109

FISHING

Share an adventure
Want to share your great hunting or fishing pho-

tos with the Lone Star Outdoor News family? 
E-mail your photo, phone and caption informa-

tion to editor@ lonestaroutdoornews. com, or mail
to: Heroes, Lone Star Outdoor News, 9304 Forest
Lane, Suite 114 South, Dallas, TX, 75243.

HEROES

PORTER ALLEN, 10, shows off her trophy axis buck, which she took at
Joshua Creek Ranch on a hunting trip with her father, RANDY ALLEN, who
is showing his trophy axis. Porter sat in the blind, waiting patiently for 15
hours for the right buck to come along.

DAN MARKEY displays his Aransas Bay water system record redfish.
Cerified by the Texas Parks and Wildlife, the fish was 44 1/4 inches and
weighed 35 pounds. Markey was fishing at Copano Bay with guide Alan
Beck from the Redfish Lodge. 

KELLI SELLERS holds a redfish she caught at Nine-Mile
Hole, fishing with guide Billy Trimble.

TERRY WILSON, left, holds up a 19-pound, 38-inch long catfish he reeled in at
Lake Sam Rayburn. His brother, MICKEY WILSON, caught a 4-pound catfish.

JAKE ROBERTS, 2, and his proud dad, SAM ROBERTS, are all smiles. Jake
caught his first fish, a brim, fishing the Blanco River.  

CHRIS LINDSAY caught this 55-inch Kingfish on a top-water lure while fishing on
the north jetty at Port Aransas.

ASHIA DE LA GARZA, 6, and her sister, AYSSA, 3,
show one of several blue blue gill they caught
fishing at a friend's pond. Ayssa made her first
catch.

CLAY  MAZURKIEWICZ, 9, of Lake Jackson, caught this 29-inch, 8-pound
speckled  trout at Cold Pass while fishing with his dad, WESLEY MAZURKIEWICZ.

Want to profile your business? It’s easy to advertise on this page — just send us
your business card, and let us know how many weeks you want your ad to run.
Purchase 12 issues of advertising and your business will be profiled with a photo in
this section. Outfitter Listings: $40 each issue. Please include either a check or cred-
it card billing information with your order. Mail to: Lone Star Outdoor News, 9304
Forest Lane, Suite 114 South, Dallas, TX 75243 or call (866) 361-2276.

HUNTING
and

FISHING
Guides!

Hog Hunts — $125/day, $300/3
days w/meals and lodging. Kids
half-price. 903-249-4850.

HUNTING

TEXAS ROKON — Full-Time ATV 
"It Goes Anywhere!" Call (512) 577-
0760 or e-mail gkelley@austin.rr.com

1992 Chevy Suburban, 184K miles,
4WD, 3/4 ton, 454 engine, warn
winch, tow hitch, roof rack, fog lights,
tool box, marathon seat covers, extra
set of wheels. Light 4WD use, mostly
in-town driving. Perfect for your hunt-
ing lease. $5500 (214) 280-6408



OUTDOOR DATEBOOK

July & August: Lyndon B.
Johnson State Park youth
archery clinic every Thursday
held in the baseball field from
6:30-8 p.m. Call (830) 644-
2252 for more information.

July 29-30: Free seminars at
Cabela’s in Buda will be held
during the weekend. They
include: Fly-fishing hill country
summer patterns, arrow
fletching, feeder prep for fall,
predator calling, surf-fishing the
Texas coast, depthfinder basics
and campfire cooking for kids.
Visit www.cabelas.com for more
information.

July 29: Rocky Mountain Elk
Foundation Central Texas
Chapter will hold a big game
banquet at the Crawford VFW
Hall. For tickets, contact Gary
Bowdoin at (254) 486-2288.

July 29: Texas Women’s
Shooting Sports 2nd Annual
Kids Camp for Big Brothers and
Big Sisters will be held at 9
a.m. at Elm Fork Shooting Park.
For more information, call
(214) 349-0053 or visit
www.txdiva.org.

August: The Texins Archery Club
will hold an introductory archery
class every Wednesday from 6-
7.p.m. For more information,
contact clintmontgomery
@tmail.com.

Aug. 3: Allen Ducks Unlimited
Banquet will be held at the
Allen Hilton Garden Inn. Call

Brad Hempkins at (972) 396-
9797 for more information.

Aug. 4: Santa Fe DU Dinner
will be held 6 p.m. at the
Galveston County Fair Grounds.
Contact Bud and Judy Cochran
at (409) 925-4349 or
tsoderquist@ducks.org.

Aug. 4-6: Grapevine Bass Pro
Shops announces its Fall
Classic seminars and events to
help outdoorsmen and women
prepare for the fall hunting
season. Pro staff experts will be
on hand to give seminars and
tips on hunting. Vendors will
demonstrate new products at
the store as well. Officials with
Ducks Unlimited and Texas
Parks and Wildlife also will be
on hand to answer questions.

Aug. 5: The Texas state
sanctioned championship duck-
calling contest will be held at
Bass Pro Shops Grapevine. The
winner will represent Texas in
the World’s Championship
Duck- Calling Contest in
November. Location: Bass Pro
Shops Outdoor World, 2501
Bass Pro Drive, Grapevine, TX
76051. 
Time: 8 a.m. contestant check-
in, contest starts 9 a.m.
Cost: $55.00 advance, $60.00
day of. A free junior duck-
calling class contest will be
held as well. The public is
invited to attend the contests.
For more information, contact:
Newell Cheatheam, contest

calling chairman, at (281)
392.3034. Contestant entry
form download available under
Texas at www.stuttquart
arkansas.com or www.basspro.
com.

Aug. 5: Bonham SP will hold a
back-to-school-teaching-youth-
to-fish workshop. There will be
instruction and hands-on
activities from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
For more information, call
(903) 583-5022. 

Aug. 5: Rocky Mountain Elk
Foundation Texas Lee County
Bull Buster’s Big Game Banquet
will be held at Dime Box SPJST
Hall in Dime Box. For tickets,
contact Charles Mersiovsky at
(979) 542-3258

Aug. 5: Buescher SP junior
angler fishing clinic and family
fishing celebration will be held
from 9 a.m.-noon. The free
clinic is for boys and girls, ages
6-13. Win some prizes and
learn the basics of freshwater
fishing. Fishing rods, reels and
bait supplied. Parents should
accompany their children. A
hat, water, closed-toed shoes,
insect repellent and sun block
are strongly suggested. Fishing
licenses are not required but
fees apply. For more
information, call (512) 237-
2241. 

Aug. 5: Galveston Island SP
fishing clinic for kids ages 5-15
will be held 9 a.m. –noon.
Space is limited. Contact Collin
Campbell at fishingevent
planner06@yahoo.com or call
the park at (409) 737-1222.

Aug. 10: San Gabriel CCA
Banquet will be held at Dell

Diamond Heritage Center in
Round Rock.  For more
information, call Robert Taylor
at (800) 626-4222.

Aug. 10: Irving D.U. Banquet
will be held at the Studios of
Las Colinas.  For more
information, call Randy
Chandler at (214) 957-2449.

Aug. 12: Aransas Bay CCA
Banquet will be held at Paws ‘N
Taws in Rockport.  For more
information, call Kim Brown at
(800) 626-4222.

Aug. 12: Rocky Mountain Elk
Foundation Texas South/East
Texas Chapter Big Game
Banquet will be held in
Beaumont. For tickets, contact
Mark Tolar at (409) 673-2771.

Aug. 12: A $40 snake-proofing
clinic will be offered in Frisco.
For more information, email
wTxsdogman@Starband.net.

Aug. 15: Alamo Fly Fishers will
present “The Reel Guys” at the
group’s 7 p.m. meeting at the
lower level of the Alamo Heights
Presbyterian Church, 6201
Broadway at Corona St. in San
Antonio. The speakers, Ken
Ford and Tommy Nelms, are
from ESPN’s “Adventures of
Hoot and Flakes.”

Aug. 16: Dallas Safari Club
monthly’s meeting at the Bent
Tree Country Club will feature
David Moore of William, Larkin,
Moore & Co., who will speak on
“The Fine Sporting Shotgun.”
Cost is $35 per person. Go to
www.biggame.org for more
information. To register, call
(972) 980-9800.

Aug. 17: Hill Country CCA

Banquet will be held at the
Seguin Coliseum.  Call John
Blaha at (800) 626-4222 for
more information.

Aug. 17: Northwest Houston
CCA Banquet will be held at
Sam Houston Race Park.  For
more information, call Scott
Yull at (713) 844-0892,

Aug. 19: Rocky Mountain Elk
Foundation Texas Greater Hill
Country Chapter Big Game
Banquet will be held at the
Pioneer Pavilion in
Fredericksburg. For tickets,
contact Pat O’Neil at (830)
997-9889.

Aug. 19-27: Annual Fall
Hunting Classic at Katy Bass
Pro Shops will feature two
weekends of guides, outfitters,
taxidermists, conservation
groups and more. Ducks
Unlimited will also stage calling
contests and the ultimate
vehicle makeover will be
announced. Free Boone &
Crocket Scoring (bring your
racks) will be offered. Plus, pro
dog handlers will offer seminars
and retriever demonstrations.
Call (281) 644-2200 or visit
basspro.com for more
information.

Aug. 26: Concho Valley Friends
of the NRA Banquet will be
held at the San Angelo
Convention Center.  Call Dave
Koch at (325) 944-1022 for
reservations and tickets.

HAVE AN EVENT?
E-mail it to

editor@lonestaroutdoornews.com
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WEATHER

SUN AND MOON

TIDES

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2006                    

High Low High Low High Low High Low High Low High Low

SOLUNAR TABLE Major/Minor periods:

Houston Dallas San Antonio Amarillo

Sunrise/set

Full
Aug 9

Last
Aug 15

First
Aug 31

New
Aug 23

Sabine Pass
8/9 5:27 a.m. 9:38 a.m. 1:25 p.m. 10:26 p.m.
8/10 5:46 a.m. 10:33 a.m. 2:53 p.m. 11:13 p.m.
8/11 6:02 a.m. 11:34 a.m. 4:27 p.m. —-
8/12 6:17 a.m. 12:01 a.m. 6:12 p.m. 12:37 p.m.
8/13 6:30 a.m. 12:51 a.m. 8:07 p.m. 1:41 p.m.
8/14 6:38 a.m. 1:47 a.m. 10:15 p.m. 2:44 p.m.
8/15 6:32 a.m. 3:17 a.m. —- 3:48 p.m.
8/16 12:26 a.m. 4:51 p.m. —- —-
8/17 1:56 a.m. 5:54 p.m. —- —-
8/18 2:55 a.m. 6:54 p.m. —- —-
8/19 3:45 a.m. 7:49 p.m. —- —-
8/20 4:26 a.m. 8:38 p.m. —- —-
8/21 4:57 a.m. 9:19 p.m. —- —-
8/22 5:11 a.m. 10:18 a.m. 12:51 p.m. 9:52 p.m.
8/23 5:15 a.m. 10:20 a.m. 1:52 p.m. 10:20 p.m.
8/24 5:19 a.m. 10:46 a.m. 2:53 p.m. 10:45 p.m.
8/25 5:26 a.m. 11:22 a.m. 4:00 p.m. 11:09 p.m.
8/26 5:34 a.m. 12:00 p.m. 5:15 p.m. 11:34 p.m.
8/27 5:40 a.m. 12:38 p.m. 6:40 p.m. —-
8/28 5:40 a.m. 12:02 a.m. 8:15 p.m. 1:16 p.m.
8/29 5:21 a.m. 12:31 a.m. 10:05 p.m. 1:57 p.m.
Port Bolivar
8/9 7:42 a.m. 10:25 a.m. 3:40 p.m. 11:13 p.m.
8/10 8:01 a.m. 11:20 a.m. 5:08 p.m. —-
8/11 8:17 a.m. 12:00 a.m. 6:42 p.m. 12:21 p.m.
8/12 8:32 a.m. 12:48 a.m. 8:27 p.m. 1:24 p.m.
8/13 8:45 a.m. 1:38 a.m. 10:22 p.m. 2:28 p.m.
8/14 8:53 a.m. 2:34 a.m. —- 3:31 p.m.
8/15 12:30 a.m. 4:04 a.m. 8:47 a.m. 4:35 p.m.
8/16 2:41 a.m. 5:38 p.m. —- —-
8/17 4:11 a.m. 6:41 p.m. —- —-
8/18 5:10 a.m. 7:41 p.m. —- —-
8/19 6:00 a.m. 8:36 p.m. —- —-
8/20 6:41 a.m. 9:25 p.m. —- —-
8/21 7:12 a.m. 10:06 p.m. —- —-
8/22 7:26 a.m. 11:05 a.m. 3:06 p.m. 10:39 p.m.
8/23 7:30 a.m. 11:07 a.m. 4:07 p.m. 11:07 p.m.
8/24 7:34 a.m. 11:33 a.m. 5:08 p.m. 11:32 p.m.
8/25 7:41 a.m. 12:09 p.m. 6:15 p.m. 11:56 p.m.
8/26 7:49 a.m. 12:47 p.m. 7:30 p.m. —-
8/27 7:55 a.m. 12:21 a.m. 8:55 p.m. 1:25 p.m.
8/28 7:55 a.m. 12:49 a.m. 10:30 p.m. 2:03 p.m.
8/29 7:36 a.m. 1:18 a.m. —- 2:44 p.m.
San Luis Pass
8/9 6:36 a.m. 10:07 a.m. 2:34 p.m. 10:55 p.m.
8/10 6:55 a.m. 11:02 a.m. 4:02 p.m. 11:42 p.m.
8/11 7:11 a.m. 12:03 p.m. 5:36 p.m. —-
8/12 7:26 a.m. 12:30 a.m. 7:21 p.m. 1:06 p.m.
8/13 7:39 a.m. 1:20 a.m. 9:16 p.m. 2:10 p.m.
8/14 7:47 a.m. 2:16 a.m. 11:24 p.m. 3:13 p.m.
8/15 7:41 a.m. 3:46 a.m. —- 4:17 p.m.
8/16 1:35 a.m. 5:20 p.m. —- —-
8/17 3:05 a.m. 6:23 p.m. —- —-
8/18 4:04 a.m. 7:23 p.m. —- —-
8/19 4:54 a.m. 8:18 p.m. —- —-
8/20 5:35 a.m. 9:07 p.m. —- —-
8/21 6:06 a.m. 9:48 p.m. —- —-
8/22 6:20 a.m. 10:47 a.m. 2:00 p.m. 10:21 p.m.
8/23 6:24 a.m. 10:49 a.m. 3:01 p.m. 10:49 p.m.
8/24 6:28 a.m. 11:15 a.m. 4:02 p.m. 11:14 p.m.
8/25 6:35 a.m. 11:51 a.m. 5:09 p.m. 11:38 p.m.
8/26 6:43 a.m. 12:29 p.m. 6:24 p.m. —-
8/27 6:49 a.m. 12:03 a.m. 7:49 p.m. 1:07 p.m.
8/28 6:49 a.m. 12:31 a.m. 9:24 p.m. 1:45 p.m.
8/29 6:30 a.m. 1:00 a.m. 11:14 p.m. 2:26 p.m.

Freeport
8/9 5:28 a.m. 9:08 a.m. 1:26 p.m. 9:56 p.m.
8/10 5:47 a.m. 10:03 a.m. 2:54 p.m. 10:43 p.m.
8/11 6:03 a.m. 11:04 a.m. 4:28 p.m. 11:31 p.m.
8/12 6:18 a.m. 12:07 p.m. 6:13 p.m. —-
8/13 6:31 a.m. 12:21 a.m. 8:08 p.m. 1:11 p.m.
8/14 6:39 a.m. 1:17 a.m. 10:16 p.m. 2:14 p.m.
8/15 6:33 a.m. 2:47 a.m. —- 3:18 p.m.
8/16 12:27 a.m. 4:21 p.m. —- —-
8/17 1:57 a.m. 5:24 p.m. —- —-
8/18 2:56 a.m. 6:24 p.m. —- —-
8/19 3:46 a.m. 7:19 p.m. —- —-
8/20 4:27 a.m. 8:08 p.m. —- —-
8/21 4:58 a.m. 8:49 p.m. —- —-
8/22 5:12 a.m. 9:48 a.m. 12:52 p.m. 9:22 p.m.
8/23 5:16 a.m. 9:50 a.m. 1:53 p.m. 9:50 p.m.
8/24 5:20 a.m. 10:16 a.m. 2:54 p.m. 10:15 p.m.
8/25 5:27 a.m. 10:52 a.m. 4:01 p.m. 10:39 p.m.
8/26 5:35 a.m. 11:30 a.m. 5:16 p.m. 11:04 p.m.
8/27 5:41 a.m. 12:08 p.m. 6:41 p.m. 11:32 p.m.
8/28 5:41 a.m. 12:46 p.m. 8:16 p.m. —-
8/29 5:22 a.m. 12:01 a.m. 10:06 p.m. 1:27 p.m.
Pass Cavallo
8/9 6:45 a.m. 8:56 a.m. 2:43 p.m. 9:44 p.m.
8/10 7:04 a.m. 9:51 a.m. 4:11 p.m. 10:31 p.m.
8/11 7:20 a.m. 10:52 a.m. 5:45 p.m. 11:19 p.m.
8/12 7:35 a.m. 11:55 a.m. 7:30 p.m. —-
8/13 7:48 a.m. 12:09 a.m. 9:25 p.m. 12:59 p.m.
8/14 7:56 a.m. 1:05 a.m. 11:33 p.m. 2:02 p.m.
8/15 7:50 a.m. 2:35 a.m. —- 3:06 p.m.
8/16 1:44 a.m. 4:09 p.m. —- —-
8/17 3:14 a.m. 5:12 p.m. —- —-
8/18 4:13 a.m. 6:12 p.m. —- —-
8/19 5:03 a.m. 7:07 p.m. —- —-
8/20 5:44 a.m. 7:56 p.m. —- —-
8/21 6:15 a.m. 8:37 p.m. —- —-
8/22 6:29 a.m. 9:36 a.m. 2:09 p.m. 9:10 p.m.
8/23 6:33 a.m. 9:38 a.m. 3:10 p.m. 9:38 p.m.
8/24 6:37 a.m. 10:04 a.m. 4:11 p.m. 10:03 p.m.
8/25 6:44 a.m. 10:40 a.m. 5:18 p.m. 10:27 p.m.
8/26 6:52 a.m. 11:18 a.m. 6:33 p.m. 10:52 p.m.
8/27 6:58 a.m. 11:56 a.m. 7:58 p.m. 11:20 p.m.
8/28 6:58 a.m. 12:34 p.m. 9:33 p.m. 11:49 p.m.
8/29 6:39 a.m. 1:15 p.m. 11:23 p.m. —-
Port O’Connor
8/9 1:48 p.m. 12:38 a.m. —- —-
8/10 3:44 p.m. 1:21 a.m. —- —-
8/11 5:52 p.m. 2:00 a.m. —- —-
8/12 9:42 a.m. 2:31 a.m. 8:08 p.m. 1:46 p.m.
8/13 8:24 a.m. 2:45 a.m. 11:16 p.m. 3:15 p.m.
8/14 7:42 a.m. 1:58 a.m. —- 4:28 p.m.
8/15 7:28 a.m. 5:38 p.m. —- —-
8/16 7:41 a.m. 6:51 p.m. —- —-
8/17 8:09 a.m. 8:06 p.m. —- —-
8/18 8:47 a.m. 9:20 p.m. —- —-
8/19 9:28 a.m. 10:28 p.m. —- —-
8/20 10:13 a.m. 11:26 p.m. —- —-
8/21 11:01 a.m. —- —- —-
8/22 11:56 a.m. 12:17 a.m. —- —-
8/23 2:44 p.m. 1:01 a.m. —- —-
8/24 4:50 p.m. 1:41 a.m. —- —-
8/25 6:22 p.m. 2:17 a.m. —- —-
8/26 10:26 a.m. 2:51 a.m. 7:53 p.m. 1:09 p.m.
8/27 8:40 a.m. 3:24 a.m. 9:42 p.m. 1:56 p.m.
8/28 6:29 a.m. 3:53 a.m. —- 2:40 p.m.
8/29 4:56 a.m. 3:29 p.m. —- —-

Corpus Christi
8/9 5:36 a.m. 8:46 a.m. 1:34 p.m. 9:34 p.m.
8/10 5:55 a.m. 9:41 a.m. 3:02 p.m. 10:21 p.m.
8/11 6:11 a.m. 10:42 a.m. 4:36 p.m. 11:09 p.m.
8/12 6:26 a.m. 11:45 a.m. 6:21 p.m. 11:59 p.m.
8/13 6:39 a.m. 12:49 p.m. 8:16 p.m. —-
8/14 6:47 a.m. 12:55 a.m. 10:24 p.m. 1:52 p.m.
8/15 6:41 a.m. 2:25 a.m. —- 2:56 p.m.
8/16 12:35 a.m. 3:59 p.m. —- —-
8/17 2:05 a.m. 5:02 p.m. —- —-
8/18 3:04 a.m. 6:02 p.m. —- —-
8/19 3:54 a.m. 7:18 p.m. —- —-
8/20 4:35 a.m. 7:46 p.m. —- —-
8/21 5:06 a.m. 8:27 p.m. —- —-
8/22 5:20 a.m. 9:26 a.m. 1:00 p.m. 9:00 p.m.
8/23 5:24 a.m. 9:28 a.m. 2:01 p.m. 9:28 p.m.
8/24 5:28 a.m. 9:54 a.m. 3:02 p.m. 9:53 p.m.
8/25 5:35 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 4:09 p.m. 10:17 p.m.
8/26 5:43 a.m. 11:08 a.m. 5:24 p.m. 10:42 p.m.
8/27 5:49 a.m. 11:46 a.m. 6:49 p.m. 11:10 p.m.
8/28 5:49 a.m. 12:24 p.m. 8:03 p.m. 11:39 p.m.
8/29 5:30 a.m. 1:05 p.m. 10:14 p.m. —-
South Padre Island
8/9 6:35 a.m. 9:53 p.m. —- —-
8/10 6:45 a.m. 11:01 a.m. 2:02 p.m. 10:43 p.m.
8/11 6:41 a.m. 11:19 a.m. 4:01 p.m. 11:34 p.m.
8/12 6:29 a.m. 11:56 a.m. 5:57 p.m. —-
8/13 6:09 a.m. 12:27 a.m. 8:04 p.m. 12:42 p.m.
8/14 5:38 a.m. 1:27 a.m. 10:36 p.m. 1:35 p.m.
8/15 —- 2:33 p.m. —- —-
8/16 1:12 a.m. 3:37 p.m. —- —-
8/17 2:41 a.m. 4:45 p.m. —- —-
8/18 3:41 a.m. 5:53 p.m. —- —-
8/19 4:31 a.m. 6:56 p.m. —- —-
8/20 5:14 a.m. 7:53 p.m. —- —-
8/21 5:48 a.m. 8:43 p.m. —- —-
8/22 6:11 a.m. 9:26 p.m. —- —-
8/23 6:21 a.m. 10:21 a.m. 1:18 p.m. 10:03 p.m.
8/24 6:19 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 2:38 p.m. 10:37 p.m.
8/25 6:08 a.m. 10:48 a.m. 3:52 p.m. 11:08 p.m.
8/26 5:50 a.m. 11:11 a.m. 5:06 p.m. 11:40 p.m.
8/27 5:25 a.m. 11:36 a.m. 6:26 p.m. —-
8/28 4:56 a.m. 12:15 a.m. 8:00 p.m. 12:06 p.m.
8/29 4:14 a.m. 1:01 a.m. 10:05 p.m. 12:43 p.m.
Port Isabel
8/9 6:35 a.m. 9:17 a.m. 2:33 p.m. 10:05 p.m.
8/10 6:54 a.m. 10:12 a.m. 4:01 p.m. 10:52 p.m.
8/11 7:10 a.m. 11:13 a.m. 5:35 p.m. 11:40 p.m.
8/12 7:25 a.m. 12:16 p.m. 7:20 p.m. —-
8/13 7:38 a.m. 12:30 a.m. 9:15 p.m. 1:20 p.m.
8/14 7:46 a.m. 1:26 a.m. 11:23 p.m. 2:23 p.m.
8/15 7:40 a.m. 2:56 a.m. —- 3:27 p.m.
8/16 1:34 a.m. 4:30 p.m. —- —-
8/17 3:04 a.m. 5:33 p.m. —- —-
8/18 4:03 a.m. 6:33 p.m. —- —-
8/19 4:53 a.m. 7:28 p.m. —- —-
8/20 5:34 a.m. 8:17 p.m. —- —-
8/21 6:05 a.m. 8:58 p.m. —- —-
8/22 6:19 a.m. 9:57 a.m. 1:59 p.m. 9:31 p.m.
8/23 6:23 a.m. 9:59 a.m. 3:00 p.m. 9:59 p.m.
8/24 6:27 a.m. 10:25 a.m. 4:01 p.m. 10:24 p.m.
8/25 6:34 a.m. 11:01 a.m. 5:08 p.m. 10:48 p.m.
8/26 6:42 a.m. 11:39 a.m. 6:23 p.m. 11:13 p.m.
8/27 6:48 a.m. 12:17 p.m. 7:48 p.m. 11:41 p.m.
8/28 6:48 a.m. 12:55 p.m. 9:23 p.m. —-
8/29 6:29 a.m. 12:10 a.m. 11:13 p.m. 1:36 p.m.

8/9 6:45a/8:08p 6:47a/8:20p 6:58a/8:20p 7:02a/8:43p
8/10 6:46a/8:07p 6:48a/8:19p 6:59a/8:19p 7:02a/8:41p
8/11 6:46a/8:07p 6:48a/8:18p 6:59a/8:18p 7:03a/8:40p
8/12 6:47a/8:06p 6:49a/8:17p 7:00a/8:17p 7:04a/8:39p
8/13 6:47a/8:05p 6:50a/8:16p 7:01a/8:17p 7:05a/8:38p
8/14 6:48a/8:04p 6:50a/8:15p 7:01a/8:16p 7:05a/8:37p
8/15 6:49a/8:03p 6:51a/8:14p 7:02a/8:15p 7:06a/8:36p
8/16 6:49a/8:02p 6:52a/8:13p 7:02a/8:14p 7:07a/8:35p
8/17 6:50a/8:01p 6:53a/8:11p 7:03a/8:13p 7:08a/8:33p
8/18 6:50a/8:00p 6:53a/8:10p 7:03a/8:12p 7:09a/8:32p
8/19 6:51a/7:59p 6:54a/8:09p 7:04a/8:11p 7:09a/8:31p
8/20 6:52a/7:58p 6:55a/8:08p 7:05a/8:10p 7:10a/8:30p
8/21 6:52a/7:57p 6:55a/8:07p 7:05a/8:09p 7:11a/8:29p
8/22 6:53a/7:55p 6:56a/8:06p 7:06a/8:07p 7:12a/8:27p
8/23 6:53a/7:54p 6:57a/8:05p 7:06a/8:06p 7:12a/8:26p
8/24 6:54a/7:53p 6:57a/8:03p 7:07a/8:05p 7:13a/8:25p
8/25 6:54a/7:52p 6:58a/8:02p 7:07a/8:04p 7:14a/8:23p
8/26 6:55a/7:51p 6:59a/8:01p 7:08a/8:03p 7:15a/8:22p
8/27 6:56a/7:50p 6:59a/8:00p 7:08a/8:02p 7:15a/8:21p
8/28 6:56a/7:49p 7:00a/7:58p 7:09a/8:01p 7:16a/8:19p
8/29 6:57a/7:48p 7:01a/7:57p 7:10a/8:00p 7:17a/8:18p

8/9 8:41p/6:46a 8:52p/6:48a 8:53p/7:00a 9:15p/7:02a
8/10 9:17p/7:59a 9:26p/8:02a 9:30p/8:12a 9:48p/8:18a
8/11 9:51p/9:09a 9:58p/9:14a 10:03p/9:22a 10:17p/9:32a
8/12 10:23p/10:17a 10:28p/10:25a 10:36p/10:30a 10:46p/10:45a
8/13 10:57p/11:24a 11:00p/11:34a 11:10p/11:37a 11:16p/11:56a
8/14 11:32p/12:31p 11:34p/12:43p 11:46p/12:43p 11:48p/1:07p
8/15 none/1:38p none/1:52p none/1:50p none/2:18p
8/16 12:12a/2:45p 12:12a/3:00p 12:26a/2:57p 12:25a/3:27p
8/17 12:57a/3:48p 12:56a/4:05p 1:12a/4:00p 1:07a/4:32p
8/18 1:48a/4:47p 1:46a/5:04p 2:03a/4:59p 1:57a/5:32p
8/19 2:44a/5:39p 2:42a/5:56p 2:59a/5:51p 2:53a/6:23p
8/20 3:43a/6:24p 3:41a/6:39p 3:58a/6:36p 3:53a/7:06p
8/21 4:43a/7:03p 4:43a/7:16p 4:57a/7:14p 4:55a/7:41p
8/22 5:42a/7:36p 5:43a/7:48p 5:56a/7:48p 5:57a/8:11p
8/23 6:39a/8:05p 6:41a/8:15p 6:52a/8:17p 6:57a/8:37p
8/24 7:34a/8:31p 7:38a/8:40p 7:47a/8:44p 7:55a/9:01p
8/25 8:27a/8:56p 8:33a/9:04p 8:40a/9:09p 8:51a/9:23p
8/26 9:19a/9:21p 9:27a/9:27p 9:32a/9:34p 9:47a/9:45p
8/27 10:12a/9:47p 10:22a/9:51p 10:25a/10:00p 10:43a/10:07p
8/28 1:48a/4:47p 1:46a/5:04p 2:03a/4:59p 1:57a/5:32p
8/29 12:02p/10:47p 12:15p/10:47p 12:15p/11:01p 12:40p/11:01p

8/9 12:11p/5:57a 9:20p/3:06p 12:17p/6:03a 9:26p/3:12p
8/10 ——/6:26p 9:40a/3:28a ——/6:32p 9:46a/3:34a
8/11 12:41a/6:55a 10:06p/3:53p 12:47a/7:01a 10:12p/3:59p
8/12 1:08p/7:22p 10:26a/4:14a 1:14p/7:28p 10:32a/4:20a
8/13 1:39a/7:52a 10:51p/4:38p 1:45a/7:58a 10:57p/4:44p
8/14 2:05p/8:18p 11:10a/4:59a 2:11p/8:24p 11:16a/5:05a
8/15 2:36a/8:49a 11:33p/5:22p 2:42a/8:55a 11:39p/5:28p
8/16 3:01p/9:14p 11:53a/5:42a 3:07p/9:20p 11:59a/5:48a
8/17 3:33a/9:45a ——/6:04p 3:39a/9:51a ——/6:10p
8/18 3:58p/10:10p 12:14a/6:25a 4:04p/10:16p 11:59
p.m./6:31a
8/19 4:29a/10:42a 12:35p/6:45p 4:35a/10:48a 4:29a/6:51p
8/20 4:55p/11:07p 12:58a/7:07a 5:01p/11:13p 4:55p/7:13a
8/21 5:24a/11:37a 1:17p/7:27p 5:30a/11:43a 5:24a/7:33p
8/22 5:51p/—— 1:40a/7:50a 5:57p/—— 5:51p/7:56a
8/23 6:18a/12:04a 2:00p/8:09p 6:24a/12:10a 6:18a/8:15p
8/24 6:46p/12:32p 2:24a/8:34a 6:52p/12:38p 6:46p/8:40a
8/25 7:11a/12:57a 2:44p/8:54p 7:17a/1:03a 7:11a/9:00p
8/26 7:39p/1:25p 3:09a/9:19a 7:45p/1:31p 7:39p/9:25a
8/27 8:03a/1:49a 3:29p/9:40p 8:09a/1:55a 8:03a/9:46p
8/28 8:31p/2:17p 3:55a/10:06a 8:37p/2:23p 8:31p/10:12a

MOON PHASES

Houston Dallas San Antonio Amarillo

Houston Dallas San Antonio Amarillo
Moonrise/set

For up-to-the-minute weather forecasts, please visit www.accuweather.com

TEXAS TIDBITS
WILD IN THE KITCHEN

ACROSS

1. A large North American reindeer
4. Act of fish hitting a bait
6. This prevents easy removal of  

an arrow
9. Also called a varmint

10. Another name for the largemouth
11. A devise on a reel to tire a fish
12. A species of the trout
16. A grouse
17. Popular bait used by 

anglers
20. White one is the ermine
22. Deer are classed as this
23. A hunting platform
25. This weapon’s ammo is arrows
26. Wingshooter’s quarry
27. Expert shooter earns this title
28. A wood used for arrow shafts
29. Boneless slices of fish
30. Silvery minnows used for bait

DOWN

1. The most populated elk State
2. A game trail
3. Breed of dog trained to hunt 

deer
5. A game trail
6. The wingshooter’s helper
7. A member of the weasel family
8. The fur seeker’s gear

13. The hunting field
14. A part of an antler
15. Name for a species of bass
16. Name for a very large sturgeon

18. Type habitat where whitetails 
are found

19. Backward movement of a fly 
cast

20. A favorite habitat for deer 
bedding

21. A top US retriever
24. A claybird target
26. A sound made by the wild
turkey

For crossword puzzle solution, see Page 24

OUTDOOR PUZZLER
Fancy Fried Bass

1 1/2 pounds bass fillets
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/8 teaspoon pepper
1/2 cup flour
2 tablespoons butter or margarine
1 cup or more sliced fresh mush-
rooms
1/4 cup green onions
2 tablespoons dry white wine
1 tablespoon lemon juice

Place the flour on a plate.
Sprinkle fillets with salt and pep-
per, then dredge lightly in flour.

Melt about 2 tablespoons of but-
ter or margarine over medium
heat. Fry the fillets until golden
brown on each side and remove
to a plate, keeping them warm. If
necessary add more butter or
margarine to the skillet and add
mushrooms and green onions.
Cook them for about 3 minutes,
then stir in the wine and lemon
juice. Pour this mixture over the
fish and serve.

Recipe is courtesy of the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources,
www.dnr.ohio.gov.

Outdoor Puzzler, 
Wilbur "Wib" Lundeen
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FISHING REPORT
CENTRAL

BASTROP: Water lightly stained. Black bass
are fair on chartreuse/white spinnerbaits and
crankbaits, and on watermelon red and water-
melon/green soft plastic worms and lizards.
Crappie are fair on minnows and green or
white tube jigs. Channel and blue catfish are
fair on cheesebait, frozen shrimp, and liver.
Yellow catfish are slow.
BELTON: Water clear; 85 degrees; 3.07' low.
Black bass are good on minnows, small perch,
and shad. Hybrid striper to 15 pounds are fair
on yellow tail shad. White bass are fair on
shad. Crappie are slow. Channel and blue cat-
fish are good on shad. Yellow catfish are slow.
BROWNWOOD: Water clear; 82 degrees; 3.76'
low. Black bass are fair on June bug soft plas-
tics near docks and over brushpiles, and on
green pumpkin and chartreuse Sped Craws and
Carolina rigged watermelon lizards. Hybrid
striper are fair on crankbaits and trolling near
Flat Rock Park. White bass are good on tube
jigs on the main lake early and off lighted
docks at night. Crappie are good on shad and
white Li'l Fishies and minnows in 20 - 28 feet.
Channel and yellow catfish are good drift fish-
ing and on trotlines baited with live bait in 10
- 15 feet.
BUCHANAN: Water clear; 83 degrees; 12.00'
low. Black bass are fair to good on Bleeding
Shad Rat-L-Traps, Daiquiri JDC Skip-N-Pop
topwaters, & white Terminator custom tungsten
spinnerbaits over flats and around rock piles
and ledges at first light in 5 - 18 feet. Striped
bass are fair drifting live bait and trolling
striper jigs in 30 feet from below Shaw Island
to the dam, with topwater action at daylight on
3" Spoiler Shads Rat-L-Traps and white Snap
Back jerkbaits on red Bait Jerker Hooks. White
bass are fair to good but small at night under
lights. Crappie are fair on minnows over brush-
piles. Channel catfish are fair to good on liver,
cheesebait, and drip bait. Yellow and blue cat-
fish are fair to good.
CANYON LAKE: Water clear; 82 degrees; 4.56'
low. Black bass are fair on 4" Big Pig creature
baits on light Carolina rigs, root beer JDC
grubs, and Terminator Pro Series jigs around
main lake humps at first light and under
clouds in 20 - 30 feet. Striped bass are fair to
good trolling Deep Tail Dancers over humps in
30 - 40 feet. White bass are fair at night
under lights. Smallmouth bass are fair on 4"
root beer JDC drop shot worms and Ice Tea
Devil's Tongues in 10 - 30 feet. Crappie are
fair on minnows in 20 feet tight to trees.
Channel catfish are fair on Black Saltys, liver,
nightcrawlers, and minnows. Yellow and blue
catfish are slow.
COLEMAN: Water clear; 84 degrees; 3.67' low.
Black bass are very good on buzzbaits. Hybrid
striper are good on shad and trolling spoons.
Crappie are fair on minnows. Channel and blue
catfish are good on live perch and stinkbait
over baited holes. Yellow catfish are slow.
COLORADO RIVER: (At Colorado Bend State
Park) Water stained. The river is very low, and
the boat ramp at the park is closed. Black bass
are slow. Striped bass are slow. White bass are
slow. Crappie are slow. Catfish are fair on live
bait.
DUNLAP/MCQUEENEY: Water lightly stained.
Black bass are slow. White bass are fair on
minnows and silver spoons. Crappie are fair on
minnows. Channel catfish are good on liver,
stinkbait, and nightcrawlers. Blue catfish are
fair on bait shrimp and perch. Yellow catfish
are slow.
FAYETTE: Water clear; 93 degrees. Black bass
are good on shad patterned Pop-R's and silver
spoons. Channel and blue catfish are fair on
stinkbait and shrimp in 16 - 18 feet.
GRANBURY: Water lightly stained; 0.91' low.
Black bass are fair on white crankbaits and
spinnerbaits. Striped bass are fair on silver
striper jigs and live bait. White bass are fair on
chartreuse spinnerbaits, crankbaits, and Rat-L-
Traps. Crappie are fair on minnows. Catfish are
good on liver, bait shrimp, and stinkbait.
GRANGER: Water clear; 83 degrees; 0.67' low.
Black bass are slow. White bass are good on
slab spoons near the dam. Crappie are good in
5 - 15 feet on minnows. Blue catfish are fair
on cutbait and Zote soap. Yellow catfish are
slow.
LBJ: Water stained; 84 degrees; 0.30' low.
Black bass are fair to good on white/blue/char-
treuse 1⁄4oz. Terminator spinnerbaits, pearl
JDC Skip-N-Pop topwaters, and Bleeding Shad
Rat-L-Traps along laydowns and stumps.
NAVARRO MILLS: Water clear; 80 - 85
degrees; 5.86' low. Black bass are very good
on dark red spinnerbaits near the dam and
cliffs. White bass are good on green Little
Georges near the dam in 5 - 10 feet. Crappie
are good on minnows near the marina. Perch
are good on worms. Channel and blue catfish
are fair on perch. Yellow catfish are slow.
PROCTOR: Water lightly stained; 85 degrees;
5.04' low. Black bass are slow. Striped bass
are slow. White bass are fair on white spinner-
baits. Crappie are fair on minnows. Channel
and blue catfish are fair on frozen shrimp,
shad, nightcrawlers, and minnows. Yellow cat-
fish are slow.
SOMERVILLE: Water murky; 2.01' low. Black
bass are slow. Hybrid striper are slow. White
bass are slow. Crappie are slow. Channel and
blue catfish are slow. Yellow catfish are slow.
STILLHOUSE: Water clear; 88 degrees; 0.09'
low. Black bass are fair on Rat-L-Traps, spin-
nerbaits, and Power Bait worms. White bass
are slow. Crappie are slow. Channel and blue
catfish are fair on minnows and hot dogs.
Yellow catfish are slow.
TRAVIS: Water clear; 85 degrees; 23.00' low.
Black bass to 3 pounds are fair on topwaters
early and watermelon soft plastic worms in 15
- 28 feet. Striped bass are slow. White bass
are slow. Crappie are slow. Channel and blue
catfish to 5 pounds are fair on nightcrawlers
and bait shrimp in 25 - 35 feet. Yellow catfish
are slow.
WALTER E. LONG: Water clear. Black bass are
fair to good on spinnerbaits, minnows, and
Black Saltys. Hybrid striper are fair on min-
nows and striper jigs. White bass are slow.
Crappie are good on minnows. Channel and
blue catfish are fair on punchbait, shrimp,
nightcrawlers, and frozen shad. Yellow catfish

are slow.
WHITNEY: Water stained; 4.59' low. Black
bass are fair on chartreuse/white and char-
treuse/red spinnerbaits, crankbaits, and soft
plastics. Striped bass are slow. White bass are
fair on minnows. Crappie are fair on minnows.
Catfish are good on stinkbait, live bait, and
nightcrawlers.

SOUTH
AMISTAD: Water clear; 88-93 degrees. Black
bass are fair on tequila sunrise and watermel-
on/white topwaters, crankbaits, and soft plas-
tics. Striped bass are slow. White bass are
slow. Crappie are slow. Channel and blue cat-
fish are fair on cheesebait, shrimp, and liver.
Yellow catfish are fair on trotlines and
droplines baited with live perch.
BRAUNIG: Water stained; 94 degrees. Black
bass are slow. Striped bass to 4 pounds are
good on liver, shad, and spoons early and late.
Redfish to 10 pounds are fair on perch, shad,
and silver spoons, near Dead Tree Point, and
down rigging spoons. Channel and blue catfish
are good on liver, shrimp, shad, and perch on
the bottom in 20 - 30 feet.
CALAVERAS: Water stained; 94 degrees. Black
bass to 5 pounds are good on crankbaits, dark
soft plastic worms, and live minnows around
structure such as Turtle Rock, near the dam,
and over reed beds early. Striped bass are
slow. Redfish to 11 pounds are good
crankbaits, shrimp, tilapia, and perch. Crappie
are slow. Channel catfish are good on liver,
shrimp, and nightcrawlers. Blue catfish are
good on liver and nightcrawlers. Yellow catfish
are slow.
CHOKE CANYON: Water lightly stained; 88-93
degrees; 5.48' low. Black bass to 10 pounds
are very good on white YUM buzzfrogs and
perch Reaction Innovations vixen on main lake
and secondary points early, and later on orange
crush 11⁄2oz. Revenge Deep Diver spinner-
baits, Carolina rigged gold dust 7in. Tiki
Lobsters, and watermelon red 14in. Bayou
Giants along main lake points and grass edges
in 10 - 20 feet. White bass are fair on live
minnows and C.C. spoons off main lake points
at night under lights. Crappie are fair on white
crappie jigs tipped with live minnows over
brushpiles and standing timber at night under
lights in 4 - 12 feet. Channel and blue catfish
are very good on Lewis' Select bait, perch, and
CJ crawfish punchbait in 6 - 15 feet. Yellow
catfish are good on trotlines and juglines bait-
ed with hybrid bluegills and jumbo goldfish in
15 - 25 feet.
COLETO CREEK: Water clear; 88-91 degrees
(96 degrees at hot water discharge); 2.07' low.
Black bass are fair on chartreuse and white
spinnerbaits and crankbaits in 8 - 16 feet.
Striped bass are slow. White bass are slow.
Crappie are fair on minnows and red/white
tube jigs in 10 - 18 feet. Channel and blue
catfish are good on cheesebait, frozen shad,
and live perch in 15 - 25 feet. Yellow catfish
are slow.
FALCON: Water clear; 89-94 degrees. Black
bass are good on watermelon red and water-
melon/orange flake Brush Hogs, and on DD-
22's and small crankbaits off points. Striped
bass are slow. Crappie are slow. Channel and
blue catfish are excellent on cutbait, shad, and
frozen shrimp over baited holes. Yellow catfish
are slow. Mexican fishing licenses and boat
permits are required to fish in Mexican waters.
Everyone in the boat must have a Mexico
Fishing License whether fishing or not.
MEDINA: Water stained; 88-90 degrees;
24.13' low. Black bass to 4 pounds are fair on
fire tiger 3/8oz. Tru-Tungsten spinnerbaits and
weightless wacky rigged watermelon cream
YUM Dingers early, and later on drop shots
rigged with watermelon candy ZOOM Fork tails
and Shakyheads rigged with watermelon candy
ZOOM Trick worms across main lake and sec-
ondary points in 6 - 20 feet. Striped bass are
fair vertically jigging chrome/blue Fle-Fly slabs
in 15 - 30 feet and drifting live hybrid
bluegills and jumbo minnows near the dam at
night. White bass are fair vertically jigging sil-
ver C.C. spoons and live minnows along main
lake points and humps. Crappie are fair on
white crappie jigs tipped with live minnows
around brushpiles and standing timber at night
under lights in 10 - 25 feet. Channel and blue
catfish to 6 pounds are very good on Lewis'
Select bait, CJ shad punchbait, and shad giz-
zards in 5 - 15 feet. Yellow catfish to 20
pounds are good on juglines baited with perch
and goldfish in 20 - 30 feet.

NORTHEAST
ATHENS: Water clear, 87-92 degrees; 2.64'
low. Black bass are good on topwaters early,
later switching to finesse rigs and small jigs.
Crappie are good on jigs and minnows in 10-
15 feet around brush piles. Catfish are good
on nightcrawlers and prepared baits.
BOB SANDLIN: Water clear; 87-92 degrees;
6.89' low. Black bass are good on topwaters
early, later switching to jigs with a trailer and
drop-shot rigs. Crappie are good on jigs and
minnows under the railroad bridge in 12-15
feet. White bass are good on Torpedoes and
Humdingers. Catfish are fair on live bait and
prepared baits.
CADDO: Water fairly clear to stained; 88-92
degrees; 0.29' low. Black bass are good on
watermelon flukes and Texas rigged worms in
the bayous on the edges of the grass - also on
frogs and buzzbaits over the pads and grass.
Crappie are fair on shiners around deeper trees
and oil rigs. Red Ear Bream are fair on crickets
in shallow cypress breaks. No reports on cat-
fish.
CEDAR CREEK: Water clear; 87-91 degrees;
3.37' low. Black bass are fair on topwaters
early, switching to soft plastics midday. White
bass are good on Humdingers early, switching
to trolling lures midday. Hybrid striper are good
on Sassy Shad and large slabs in deep water.
Crappie are slow. Catfish are good drifting cut
shad.
COOPER: Water stained; 87-90 degrees;
11.45' low. No report available. Due to the low
level of the lake, boaters are advised to use
extreme caution.
FORK: Water clear; 87-91 degrees; 3.22' low.
Black bass are good on Carolina rigged water-

melon seed finesse worms around the main
lake humps and weightless super flukes along
the main lake grass lines. Crappie are good on
minnows in 20 feet under main lake bridges
and around brush piles. Catfish are good on
prepared baits in 18 feet.
GRAPEVINE: Water fairly clear; 88-93
degrees; 7.61' low. Black bass are fair on
Carolina rigged lizards, finesse baits on a
shaky-head jig and Texas rigged worms.
Crappie are good on minnows and jigs over
brushpiles. White bass are good on topwaters,
Humdingers and live minnows. Catfish are fair
to good on prepared bait and chartreuse (use
Worm-Glo) nightcrawlers.
JOE POOL: Water fairly clear; 87-90 degrees;
0.74' low. Black bass are fair to good on top-
water early, midday switching to Carolina-rigs.
Crappie are fair on minnows and jigs fished
around bridge pilings and on main lake brush-
piles. White bass are good on white Rooster
Tails when schooling and white or chartreuse
slabs on main lake structure. Catfish are fair
on liver and prepared baits.
LAKE O' THE PINES: Water stained; 86-90
degrees; 3.1' low. Black bass are good on Pop
R's, spinnerbaits and motor oil worms. Crappie
are fair on minnows and jigs in 17 feet over
brushpiles. Catfish are good on trotlines and
rod & reel with chicken livers, bloodbait and
nightcrawlers. Bream are fair on Canadian
nightcrawlers and red wigglers in 3 feet.
LAVON: Water stained; 87-92 degrees; 11.51'
low. Black bass are fair on Pop R's and white
buzzbaits early, later switching to firetiger
crankbaits and Carolina-rigs. Crappie are fair
on minnows and jigs. Catfish are fair on night-
crawlers and cut bait.
LEWISVILLE: Water stained; 87-92 degrees;
8.65' low. Black bass are fair early and late on
topwaters, and midday on Texas or Carolina
rigs. White bass are fair to good on slabs and
Road Runners. Crappie are fair on minnows
and jigs. Catfish are fair on cut shad.
MONTICELLO: Water fairly clear; 88-94; 0.43'
high. Black bass are fair on topwaters early
and late, midday switching to Carolina rigs and
crankbaits. Crappie are fair on minnows.
Channel catfish are good on cut shad and
nightcrawlers.
MARTIN CREEK: Water clear; 5.43' low. Black
bass are slow on soft plastics and spinnerbaits.
Crappie are slow on minnows and jigs over
brushpiles. Catfish are good on trotlines and
rod & reel with bloodbait and shrimp in 30
feet. Bream are slow on Canadian night-
crawlers and crickets. Tilapia are slow.
PALESTINE: Water fairly clear; 87-91 degrees;
2.59' low. Black bass are fair on spinnerbaits
and crankbaits in the timber and soft plastics
around grass. Crappie are good on minnows
and jigs over brushpiles and around bridge pil-
ings. Hybrid striper and white bass are good on
jigging spoons and crankbaits. Catfish are good
in 15 - 20 feet on chicken liver and bloodbait.
Bream are good on worms and crickets.
RAY HUBBARD: Water fairly clear; 86-92
degrees; 2.21' low. Black bass are fair on shad
pattern topwaters and buzzbaits early and late,
midday switching to Carolina rigged watermel-
on seed soft plastics. Crappie are fair on min-
nows and jigs around the bridges. White bass
are good on TailHummers, clear torpedoes and
Rooster Tails. Hybrid striper are fair on slabs
and live shad fished on main lake flats and
humps. Catfish are slow.
RAY ROBERTS: Water clear; 87-91 degrees;
4.05' low. Black bass to 9 pounds are good on
Zara Spooks and Zell Pops early, after 9 a.m.
switch to Texas rigged 10in. Yum ribbon tail
worms in 18-25 feet. Crappie good on min-
nows around brush piles (5 under sized per
keeper). White bass are excellent around the
dam on torpedoes and Hot Spots - heavy sur-
face activity from daylight until 10 a.m.
RICHLAND CHAMBERS: Water fairly clear;
87-91 degrees; 6.75' low. Black bass are fair
on spinnerbaits, jigs and Carolina-rigged water-
melon or red shad lizards fished on main lake
and secondary points. White bass and hybrid
striper are fair on white/chartreuse
TailHummers and chartreuse slabs on main
lake humps. Crappie are good on minnows and
jigs. Catfish are fair on live bait fished off the
main creek channels and flats.
TAWAKONI: Water stained; 87-92 degrees;
7.59' low. Black bass are fair on topwaters,
crankbaits, Carolina-rigs and spinnerbaits.
Crappie are fair on minnows and jigs over
brushpiles. White bass are good on slabs and
TailHummers in 20 - 40 feet. Striped bass and
hybrid striper are fair on Sassy Shad and live
bait early. Catfish are fair on nightcrawlers and
prepared baits.
TEXOMA: Water clear; 86-89 degrees; 1.5'
low. Black bass are fair to good on Pop R's,
buzzbaits and spinnerbaits early and late, mid-
day switching to crankbaits and Carolina-rigs.
Crappie are fair on minnows and jigs over
brushpiles and around floating tires. Striped
bass are fair to good early on Pencil Poppers
along the shoreline, and during the day on live
shad in 15 - 40 feet. Catfish are fair to good
on chartreuse (use Worm-Glo) nightcrawlers
and cut shad.
WEATHERFORD: Water stained; 86-90
degrees; 8.19' low. Black bass are fair on soft
plastics and spinnerbaits. Crappie are fair in
the fishing barge and around brush piles on
minnows. Channel catfish are good on night-
crawlers, liver and shrimp. Yellow catfish are
fair on live bream. Schooling white bass are
good early. Bream are excellent on worms. The
boat ramp has been extended, making launch-
ing easier with the low water.
WRIGHT PATMAN: Water fairly clear; 81-86
degrees; 5.68 high.

SOUTHEAST
CONROE: Water lightly stained; 3.78' low.
Black bass are fair on white/silver spinnerbaits
and crankbaits, and on watermelon red soft
plastics. Striped bass are slow. Crappie are fair
on minnows. Catfish are good on cheesebait,
liver, and stinkbait.
FAIRFIELD: Water fairly clear; 88-94 degrees.
Black bass are good on Bass Assassins, flukes
and Pop R's above the grass on secondary
points and main lake flats. Hybrid striper are
good on white/chartreuse slabs and live shad

on main lake points. Redfish are slow on live
shad in the inlet cove and around the dam.
Catfish are good on prepared bait and live
shad on main lake flats.
GIBBONS CREEK: Water lightly stained. Black
bass are fair on silver spinnerbaits and
crankbaits, and on orange/white topwaters.
Crappie are fair on minnows. Catfish are good
on cheesebait, stinkbait, and bait shrimp.
HOUSTON COUNTY: Water stained; 90
degrees; 0.06' low. Black bass are good on sil-
ver Pop-R's and June bug and pumpkinseed
Wacky Worms near schooling bass early.
Crappie to 1.25 pounds are excellent on live
minnows near the marina and near the dam
over baited brushpiles in 12 feet. Bream are
good on nightcrawlers off grassy beds. Catfish
to 5 pounds are good on trotlines baited with
live perch and frozen shad.
LIVINGSTON: Water fairly clear; 87-90
degrees; 2.59' low. Black bass are fair on spin-
nerbaits and crankbaits. Striped bass are slow.
White bass are good on slabs, pet spoons, and
hellbenders. Crappie are fair on minnows. Blue
catfish are very good on cutbait and prepared
bait. Yellow catfish are slow.
SAM RAYBURN: Water clear; 86-91 degrees;
2.40' low. Black bass are fair on chartreuse
and white/blue/orange spinnerbaits and topwa-
ters over grass, and on chartreuse crankbaits
and Rat-L-Traps around hydrilla in 15 - 20
feet. Crappie are fair on minnows over brush-
piles in 20 - 25 feet.
TOLEDO BEND: Water lightly stained; 88-92
degrees; 6.37' low. Black bass are good on
June bug and red bug colored U-tail worms
over grass in 10 feet early, and later in 20 - 25
feet. Striped bass are slow. White bass are
good on spoons and Rat-L-Traps in 15 - 18
feet early and late. Crappie are good on min-
nows over baited holes 12 feet deep in 25 -
30 feet early. Channel and blue catfish are
fair. Yellow catfish are slow.

PANHANDLE
GREENBELT: Water lightly stained; 79
degrees; 26.55' low. Black bass to 4 pounds
are good on topwater lures at dawn; and shad-
colored spinnerbaits, firetiger crankbaits or red
Rat-L-Traps, and watermelon soft plastics
around grass lines and humps throughout day.
Crappie are good on jigs and minnows. White
bass are good on live bait. Smallmouth bass to
4 pounds are good on topwater lures early in
day, and red Rat-L-Trap along grass lines,.
Walleye are good on live bait and crankbaits
along deeper grass lines. Catfish to 5 pounds
are good on live baits.
MACKENZIE: Water lightly stained; 78
degrees; 70.65' low. Black bass are good on
top water lures at dawn, and shad-colored
spinnerbaits throughout day. Crappie are good
on minnows and jigs. White bass and striped
bass are good on live bait and crankbaits along
riprap. Smallmouth bass are fair on small
crankbaits. Walleye are fair on live bait. Catfish
are good on cut shad and minnows.
MEREDITH: Water lightly stained; 77 degrees;
32.55' low. Black bass are fair on live bait,
green pumpkin or black/blue jigs and shad-col-
ored spinnerbaits. Crappie are good on jigs and
small crankbaits. White bass are good on min-
nows and crankbaits along rocky points and
humps. Smallmouth bass are fair on crankbaits
and live baits. Walleye are good on jerkbaits
and bottom bouncers. Channel catfish are good
on live baits. The Fritch Fortress ramp is open
with metal extensions; only canoes and small
vessels can launch at Cedar Canyon. Marina
ramp is scheduled to reopen July 21.
PALO DURO: Water lightly stained; 79
degrees; 50.5' low. Black bass are fair on live
bait and spinnerbaits. Crappie are fair on jigs
and minnows. Smallmouth bass are fair on live
bait. Walleye are fair on live baits. Channel
catfish are fair on live baits.

WEST
ALAN HENRY: Water lightly stained; 83
degrees; .5' low. Black bass are good on shad-
colored spinnerbaits and crankbaits,
black/chartreuse jigs. Crappie are good on min-
nows and jigs.
ARROWHEAD: Water lightly stained; 84
degrees; 4' low. Black bass are good on
Senkos, big jigs and Rat-L-Traps on shallow
points and in flooded brush. Crappie are fair
on minnows and jigs in deeper cover and near
some derricks suspended 15-16 feet. White
bass are good on shad-imitation baits on shal-
low points and flats with some surface action
in Sailboat Cove. Blue catfish are good on
shad, punch bait and juglines lake-wide.
BRIDGEPORT: Water clear; 87-91 degrees;
12.04' low. Black bass are fair to good on tor-
pedoes, spinnerbaits and Carolina-rigs. Crappie
are fair on minnows and jigs over brushpiles.
Catfish are good on stinkbait. Bream are fair
on crickets and red wigglers. Hybrid striper are
fair on slabs and live shad.
COLORADO CITY: Water clear; 84 degrees;
3.5' low. Black bass are slow. Crappie are slow.
White bass are slow. Catfish are slow.
FT. PHANTOM HILL: Water clear; 82 degrees;
7.7' low. Black bass are slow. Crappie are fair
on minnows and jigs. White bass are fair on
live bait. Catfish are fair on live bait.
HUBBARD CREEK: Water lightly stained; 80
degrees; 10.72' low. Black bass are fair on top-
water lures early in day, shad-colored crankbaits
along riprap and stickups, and black neon soft
plastics near reeds. Crappie are fair on jigs and
minnows. White bass and hybrid striper are fair
on live baits. Catfish are good on minnows and
cut shad.
NASWORTHY: Water lightly stained; 80
degrees. Black bass are fair. Crappie are fair on
minnows and jigs. Redfish are slow. White bass
and striped bass are fair on live bait and shad-
colored crankbaits. Catfish are fair on cut baits.
O.H. IVIE: Water lightly stained; 81 degrees;
18.6' low. Black bass are good on live baits,
watermelon jigs and shad-colored spinnerbaits
near timber. Crappie are good on minnows and
jigs. White bass are fair on live baits and small
crankbaits. Smallmouth bass are good on
chrome jerkbaits, and topwater lures early in
day. Channel catfish are good on live baits.
OAK CREEK: Water lightly stained; 81 degrees;

29.25' low. Black bass are fair on live bait.
Crappie are fair on minnows and jigs. Catfish
are good on cut baits. No boat ramps open. 4x4
vehicles can unload on dirt road near the dam.
POSSUM KINGDOM: Water clear; 85 degrees;
3.5' low. Black bass under 16-inches are good
on topwater lures early and late in day, and on
soft plastics and spinnerbaits in shaded rocky
cover. White bass are very good off shallow
points, with surface action until 10 am on silver
crankbaits. Striped bass are fair at night around
lighted piers. Blue and channel catfish are good
on set lines baited with shad in the upper part
of reservoir.
SPENCE: Water lightly stained; 81 degrees;
49.2' low. Black bass are slow. Crappie are
slow. White bass are slow. Striped bass and
hybrid striper are slow. Catfish are slow.
STAMFORD: Water lightly stained; 82 degrees;
1.25' low. Black bass are slow on live bait.
Crappie are fair on jigs and minnows. White and
striped bass are fair on live baits. Catfish are
fair on live or prepared baits.
SWEETWATER: Water lightly stained; 82
degrees; 31.87' low. Black bass are slow.
Crappie are slow. White bass are slow. Catfish
are slow.
WHITE RIVER: Water lightly stained; 80
degrees; 27.25' low. Black bass are fair on live
baits and shad-colored soft plastics along grass
lines and flooded timber. Crappie are good on
jigs and minnows. Walleye are fair on live baits.
Channel catfish are good on cut baits.
WICHITA: Water lightly stained and clearing; 85
degrees; .6' low. Crappie are slow on 1/8 oz.
chartreuse jigs or minnows along dam, pavilion
pier poles, and Legion point. White bass and
hybrid striped bass (some sub-legal) are good
on minnows along the dam, and slow trolling
with shad raps. Channel catfish are good on
punchbait or trotlines baited with shad.

COASTAL
NORTH SABINE: Trout and redfish are fair to
good under the birds on the north end of the
lake on plum and pumpkinseed soft plastics
and topwaters. Redfish are good in the marsh
on topwaters and on fly.
SOUTH SABINE: Trout and redfish are good
around the short rigs on live shrimp, topwaters
and red shad plastics. Trout are good around
the rocks at the jetty on Rat-L-Traps, Super
Spooks and Top Dogs.
BOLIVAR: Trout, sand trout and flounder are
good at Rollover Pass on Little Fishies and live
shrimp. Redfish, black drum, sand trout and
gafftop are good on cut-bait and live finger mul-
let in the surf.
TRINITY BAY: Trout are good around the spoil
banks and on the shell pads off the deep rigs
on red shad and pumpkinseed soft plastics,
croaker and live shrimp. Redfish, croaker,
gafftop and sand trout are good on fresh dead
shrimp at the Spillway.
EAST GALVESTON BAY: Trout are fair to good
off the spoil banks in the Ship Channel on
croaker and shrimp. Trout are good under the
birds around the marsh drains. Trout are good
on Hannas and Deep Reefs on live shrimp and
croaker.
WEST GALVESTON BAY: Trout, redfish and
sharks are good on finger mullet at the jetty.
Sand trout, gafftop and sheepshead are good on
fresh dead shrimp at the jetty.
TEXAS CITY: Trout are good at Dollar Reef on
live shrimp and croaker. Trout, redfish and sand
trout are good at night under the lights at the
end of the Dike on live shrimp and mullet.
FREEPORT: Trout, redfish and sand trout are
good off the Surfside Jetty on live bait. Trout
are good at San Luis Pass and Christmas Bay
on live shrimp, MirrOlures and topwaters.
Sheepshead, black drum, sand trout and
gafftop are good at the Quintana Jetty on fresh
dead shrimp.
EAST MATAGORDA: Trout are fair to good on a
moving tide at Mitchell's Cut on live shrimp and
red shad, fire tiger and morning glory Bass
Assassins, Sand Eels and Trout Killers. Redfish
are fair to good on topwaters and soft plastics
along the grass on the shorelines.
MATAGORDA: Trout are fair to good on the
deeper shell pads on live shrimp, croaker and
pink and chartreuse plastics. Redfish are fair on
the shorelines and in Oyster Lake on topwaters
and live shrimp.
PORT O'CONNOR: Trout are good on croaker on
the reefs of Espiritu Santo Bay and San Antonio
Bay. Redfish are fair to good while wading near
Grass Island and Bill Day's Reef on topwaters
and live shrimp.
ROCKPORT: Trout are good around Mud Island
and the reefs of Copano Bay on red shad and
morning glory soft plastics, croaker and live
shrimp. Redfish are good on cut-mullet and
gold spoons on the Estes Flats.
PORT ARANSAS: Trout are good on the North
Jetty on live shrimp, mullet and Rat-L-Traps.
Trout and redfish are fair to good on the grass
flats on topwaters, live shrimp and pumpkin-
seed Bass Assassins, Sand Eels and Trout
Killers. Offshore is good for snapper, kingfish,
amberjack and wahoo.
CORPUS CHRISTI: Trout and redfish are fair to
good while wading Oso Bay on She Dogs, Super
Spooks and live shrimp. Trout are good in the
surf on topwaters, gold spoons and live shrimp.
BAFFIN BAY: Trout and redfish are good in the
Land Cut on live shrimp, croaker and mullet.
Trout are good on croaker and piggy perch at
Emmords Hole. Redfish are good at Yarborough
Pass on live bait and gold spoons.
PORT MANSFIELD: Trout and flounder are good
on live shrimp and finger mullet in the
Intracoastal. Trout and redfish are good on the
flats while drifting the potholes on She Dogs
and Super Spooks. Trout are fair to good on the
grass beds in West Bay.
SOUTH PADRE: Trout, redfish and snook are
fair to good in South Bay on finger mullet and
topwaters. Trout and redfish are good at Laguna
Vista on finger mullet and She Dogs.
PORT ISABEL: Trout and black drum are fair
to good at Twin Bars on live shrimp under a
popping cork and topwaters. Trout, snook and
tarpon are fair to good on DOA Shrimp at the
jetty.
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less or with various sizes of bullet
sinkers. 

A relatively
new twist to add
weight to a
weedless soft-
plastic is the
DOA Pinch
Weight. This
small sliver of
lead is designed
to attach to the
shank of a weed-
less worm hook,
adding the nec-
essary weight
while allowing
the bait to
descend in a
horizontal fash-
ion, in-stead of
‘head first.’

Anglers look-
ing to fish their
soft-plastics on
jig heads also
have more
w e e d l e s s
options than
before. Among
the best options available are the
TitleSHot Jig from Fin-tech Tackle
and Stanley Lures’ Frog Hook. 

Of the two, the Title SHot more
closely imitates the action of a bait
pinned to a traditional jig head and
should be the choice for anglers
wanting to impart an up-and-down
‘jigging action.’ However, the Frog

Hook’s unique
“planing weight”
gives it an advan-
tage in other situ-
ations.

“Because of the
way the weight is
designed, the bait
tends to swim to
the surface when
you reel it,” said
lure designer
Lonnie Stanley.
“But, you can
also use it like a
standup jig and,
if you retrieve it
real slow, you can
drag it along the
bottom through
the grass.”

Even hard-core
topwater pluggers
have weedless
options today.
DOA Lures’ Chug
Head is a soft-plas-
tic head designed

to be paired with a soft-plastic tail and
rigged on a weedless worm hook. Not
only does this system give anglers

countless color options, but it allows
fishermen a chance to use a surface
offering at times when a typical multi-
treble-hooked “bay rake” is rendered
useless.

“The neat thing about this bait is
you can rig it as a popper, or flip the
head over and make it a diver,” Capt.
Rolando Gonzalez said. “It also
lands quiet and gives you a chance
to fish a topwater right through the
grass.”
Danno Wise is an outdoor writer, artist
and fishing guide.
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Grass
Continued from Page 1

during summer heat. August and
September each produced two top
50 bass with July adding another
Lake Fork lunker.

The list includes the current
number four fish on the Texas list.
On Aug. 29, 1990, Jerry New landed
a 17.63-pounder.

“On any day of the year, on any
cast, anyone might land a double-
digit bass on Lake Fork,” said David
Vance, a professional bass angler

and guide from Winnsboro. “Lake
Fork produces a lot of fish in the 2-
to 7-pound range and many bass
exceeding 13 pounds.”

Vance has fished the lake since
construction ended on the dam in
1980 and guided almost as long.
Growing up in the area, he remem-
bers how humps and ridges looked
before the lake filled.  

He’s used that knowledge to boat
nearly 300 double-digit Lake Fork
bass during the past 25 years.

“From July through mid-
September, fish congregate on
main lake points with grass that
drop into deep water,” Vance said.

“I also fish old roadbeds and humps
in 15 to 25 feet of water.
Sometimes, bass sit on the old
roadbeds and sometimes they hang
over the ditches, dashing over the
road top to eat shad before drop-
ping back over the edge.  

“Some of the best summer areas
include the main lake between
Little Caney Creek and Wolf Creek.
The area between the Highway 515
East or West bridges and the dam is
another very good summer area.”

For summer lunkers, Vance rec-
ommends slowly dragging
Carolina rigs through deep cover.
Oddly, for big bass, he tips his rigs

with small baits, mostly 4- to 6-
inch “do-nothing” worms.

“I've caught many 10- and 11-
pound bass on small baits,” the pro
said.  “I downsize baits in the sum-
mer because that's when most shad
hatch.  Most shad are about 2-
inches long and bass feed heavily
upon them.  

“A Carolina rig allows anglers to
fish small baits in deep water.
Some of my favorites for Carolina-
rigging include lizards, flukes,
finesse worms and centipedes.”

In the summer, people can't
drag a Carolina rig across the bot-
tom too slowly, Vance said,

because fish often won't bite
unless something passes right in
front of their noses.  

The weight can create a mud trail
as it scrapes along logs, stumps and
grass on the bottom.  Use light wire
hooks so that baits move in a natu-
ral, subtle fashion.  Often, a slight
jerk kicks a bait 6 to 8 inches off the
bottom and makes the sinker click
against the bead, causing sound
that might attract fish.  Hot Lake
Fork soft plastic colors include
watermelon, black and blue flake,
purple or any greenish color.
John N. Felsher is an outdoor writer
from Arkansas.

Fork
Continued from Page 1

DUSK CASTING: Anglers fishing from sundown into the night produce good catches of bass at Lake Fork during the summer heat. 

ROOTING GRASS: A red drum searches for food on the grassy bottom of the Lower Laguna Madre.

‘Because of the
way the weight is
designed, the bait

tends to swim to the
surface when you

reel it. But, you can
also use it like a
standup jig and, if
you retrieve it real
slow, you can drag
it along the bottom
through the grass.’

— LONNIE STANLEY
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WAL-MART FLW KINGFISH SERIES
GULF COAST DIVISION 

Team Reel Screamer, headed by
Captain Larry White of Houston,
caught a kingfish weighing 53
pounds, 6 ounces to win the Wal-
Mart FLW Kingfish Series Gulf
Coast Division event in
Galveston. The top prize of
$21,000 included a $9,000
Yamaha bonus.

Fishing with Mark Zapalac and
Jerry Gattis, both of Houston,
White ran 65 miles southeast of
Galveston and fished rocky bot-
tom in 90 feet of water. The win-
ning fish hit a live blue runner
around 9 a.m. Quick response,
White said, was intrinsic to the
big hookup.

“The fish actually hit the long
line first, but came down on the

line and missed the bait,” he said.
“She was still hot right behind
the boat so we fed another bait
back to her and she ate it.”

Rounding out the top five
teams were Team Snafu captained
by Stephen Barfoot of Satsuma,
Ala. (50 pounds, 12 ounces);
Team Rag-Tag captained by
Creighton Parker of Pensacola,
Fla. (45 pounds, 13 ounces); Team
Speckulator captained by George
Simon III of Baton Rouge, La. (45
pounds, 8 ounces); Team Reel
Deal captained by Chris Vanos of
Alvin (44 pounds, 11 ounces).

FLW Kingfish Series qualifying
tournaments are one-day events,
and the winning team is deter-
mined based on the heaviest
kingfish. The next FLW Kingfish
Series Gulf Coast Division event

will be held Sept. 9 at Port
Aransas.

BIG CATFISH SPLASH
The 3rd Annual Catfish Splash

presented by Sealy Outdoors and
the Lake Fork Chamber of
Commerce was held on July 15
and 16.  The 703 anglers caught
264 catfish in the two-day event,
with an average weight of 4.5
pounds.  

Brian Wells of Randolph Air
Force Base captured first place
with his 10.04-pound fish caught
off a boat dock, and won a Triton
boat and Mercury motor.
Michael Littlejohn of
Duncanville finished in second
place at 8.62 pounds, and Tony
Johnson of Athens followed at
8.53 pounds.

TOURNAMENTS

CROWNED KINGS: Team Reel Screemer holds its winning kingfish weighing 53 pounds, 6 ounces.
The team included Capt. Larry White, Mark Zapalac and Jerry Gattis.
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